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AUTHOR^S PREFACE. 



It is net without timidity that I determine to 
send this production of an inexperienced pen 
to the press, but I have remarked that many 
historical events, of greater or less importance, 
appear often obscure or inaccurate to the 
distant observer ; and I have yielded to the 
desire of affording to future historians some 
useful materials, in a faithful and artless de- 
tail of the occurrences in one of the most re- 
markable campaigns of our era. 

I have carefully avoided all decided opi- 
nions ; I have confined myself merely to 
things which, in my judgment, bore the ap- 
pearance of truth, from personal and unpre- 
judiced observation, or from communications 
derived from some-of the best-informed per- 
sons belonging to the French head-quarters, 
and from the information which my con- 
nexion with mihtary duties has afforded me. 
But, in a recital of this description, it is 
sometimes necessary to insert, for the sake of 
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IV AUTHOR S PEEFACE. 

general connexion, opinions which the author 
has not personally formed, and incidents to 
which he has not been a witness. 

The attentive reader will readily distinguish 
such details by the style of the narrative ; and 
an unqualified respect for truth will amply 
repay him for the faults he may observe in 
the form of the work or any other imperfec- 
tion. 

My distance from the press did not allow 
me to correct many errors, which had crept 
into the first edition ; I believe the present is 
amended as much as possible, without the 
entire alteration of the book. May the work, 
in its present state,* deserve the favour of the 
German Public, who, to my surprise and 
satisfaction, have already given it so good a 
reception. I flatter myself to see a little 
book welcomed, which I offer without any 
pretensions, and in which will be found col- 
lected the events of one of the most produc- 
tive years in important results, which has 
arrested the attention of the present gene- 
ration. 

VON ODELEBEN. 



PART THE FIRST. 



Vol. IL— EBftATtrx. 
Page 34£i, line 2l/for turned ve^A buried. 



Vol. L— Errata . 
Page 3, line 3, for Pke read The. 

35, line 7, Duromel read JDurosnel. 

66, line 15, for it chose read they chose, 

91, line 11 of the note, for Soerigia read Somgedt^ 

99, line 11, for right read night, 
165, line 25, iox dutantsrediA adjutants, 
180, line 16, for chief read c*ic/^, 
203, line 16, for way read rocu/. 
288, line 10, for city read ttywn.. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Probable Motives for the Invasion of the Russian 
Dominions in 1812. — Re-arganizationoftheWreck 
of the French Army, in the following Year. — Open^ 
ing of the Campaign. — Battle of Lutzen. — The 
French enter Dresden. — Battle of Bautzen. — 
Death of Duroc. — Conclusion of the Armistice. 

Jr^ RANGE, after the disasters of the Campaign 
undertaken against Russia, in 1812, had acknow* 
ledged the appeal of her chief. She had collected 
from the remains of a numerous and flourishing 
youth an army which could hardly have been ex- 
pected to assemble in so short a space of time. 
Every effort was exhausted in order to renew an 
obstinate contest, with a determination to sustain 
it to the last extremity ; the awfiil conflagration, 
lighted up from one end of Europe to the other, 
seemed from its commencement, to the impartial 
spectator, the i^ork of infuriated madness. If 
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wre^Jljed Fr^ce.hafd not exhstusted the flpivfiifif^ 
her youth, during some proQedipft ye^f, jia, .t)bt? 
Peninsular war; if she had not enterlaine^^e fal- 
lacious hope of seeing a ncltion replete wi^h ^^T^ 
succumb to a foreign domination^ and, weari^ 
at length withr war, bend to the yoke of her oj^ 
pressor; reinforced Ky the artoy oecupie^.;^ 
§pain^ whu^h might have served as a nupl^f|8^fi^ 
l^r forces, France, under the condi^ct^;^ ftnj^le 
generlkl, mig:ht have ^contended in ib^ ndnth .w^^ 
moVe security. Some chasms in a chain of v^pef 
rations tairght have been filled up, whose ^:f(J^^i^^fi^ 
^ne resembled a tottering pyramid, rat^ey ,4l^fi,p 
the foundatibh of a solid structure ; especially ^fj^^ 
the conclusion of peace between , BUisisia andj ^^ 
P6tte, in 1812. In the mean time the mp*t ala>^- 
ing vengeance was brooding in the heirt$ of.tj^ije 
^Sipaniards : England miade a just teturn to th^ 
ejevs^ted sentiments of that people.; Mie %as!^j4I 
i^yirare what as^stance might be expec^^d.fri9^t|«e 
jpride iiA self-conftdeike of the Spamsh, i4|lo^ 
towards tKe ekec^tion c^h^r scheme^ ;.,^heQKl- 
^ploy^ wery *meah to Tofsfey, as iijS?tc)i^ '^fSfta^,^ 
, .tl«e dread <k Vteniih *dodS!n^ wlule th§ ^i^der .9f 
i#»^^^wcht impelled by ajf6<H^d,,4^gjl^J^^^ 
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bihilatibti of English commerce, ffeared not to 

bakaird ^ desperate chance. 

^ /» tte war with Russia was at the same time di- 

teci^ hy one determSned view ; to this, in some 

degree, maybe attributed those capital faults into 

#hich Napoleon allowed himself afterwards to be 

^drawn. A different opinion may, perhaps, be en-^ 

tertained ; many of our cotemporaries treat the 

project of invading the East Indies, as altogether 

%tcredible and ridiculous; but, from the informa* 

Hon I received afthe French head-quarters, I am 

^tCftSdevKt such an intention was real. The pro^ 

'Vihces of the Russian Empire, s6 little favoured 

Vy nature, cotld not, surely, tempt the avidity of 

^Wapptedii ; but their amicable conjunction with 

France, was to him of great importance. Neither 

tlife conquest, then, of these provinces, nor the de^ 

^sire of vanquishing the Russian Mmy, whose cool 

^knd lin^afken valour the French had already expe- 

^rlfefictd, determined the victorious chief to under- 

'^itiiit this dampaign. No—he considered the road to 

^IK^cdw bnt as the third part of hii^ march to India, 

■'^Ifj rh ctteseqiience Of that firm confidence in 

^hiiiisdi^ 6f that abttily in his enterprises ha had so 

aftanf^jtiSbit^d, hfe fithd*ild sbccefed in indSning^the 
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4 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

Russian cabinet to peace, after the capture of 
Moscow, that treaty would become the first in- 
strument of his expedition into Asia. The success 
of the undertaking would afford him, in the course;, 
of two campaigns, an opening to the very centre 
of the British settlements ; three years would be 
sufficient for these three gigantic strides. 

The fiery* genius of Napoleon might well have 
indulged in this scheme of mad temerity, in its 
dreams and waking might endeavour to effect its 
accomplishment, accustomed as he was to success 
in the most extraordinary plans. The appalling 
number of difficulties which musf, during the ex- 
pedition, like a tempest, burst upon his rear ; the 
diminution of his troops in an interval of six years, 
were esteemed as nothing ; all he considered wasf 
the prosecution of his favourite plan ; the stride to 
Moscow once accomplished, Russia consenting ta 
conclude a peace with hini for several years f, 

'"* M. de NBOrbonne has aptly compared the mind of Napoleon 
ibavokaixo. 

. t It ift well known that Napoleon was accustomed to fix a time, 
dt designate the year he had appointed for the accomplishment of 
such or such a scheme. I consider it useless to recite any in- 
ifonoe ; his predictions were founded on the geographical chart, 
Aod there alone he sometimes played the he»o ; hift obstinacy 
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iBLuA to second his march by menacing the states 
which his army would have on its flanks or its 
rear, he flattefred himself to be able, in the in- 
terval, to accomplish a scheme which promised 
him more immortal glory than all his preceding 
exploits, and France would be elevated to a height, 
whence she might, in future, defy the pride of the 
British nation. 

Let this project be placed in combination with 
that of a descent on England, before conceived, 

but which had fallen to the ground ; a project that 

.-■•..'• » 

would not, certainly, have been prepared at such 

an expense, if it had not been intended as a mask 

for another. Let it be compared with the vow 

afterwards expressed by Napoleon, to live long 

enough to execute his great design, and it will be 

acknowledged that my opinion is not to be de. 

spised. The erection of the triumphal arch begun 

in 1811 or 1812, at the farther end of the Champs 

JElysees, over la Grille de Chaillot, khd opposite 

t^ paUee of. the Tuileries *, which was tq^^he wm- 

pleted in six or eight years, will be recollected ; 

■; ^ '■■ 1, 1 M ,i f ., 1 ■" . M ' * .. , , , „ 1 , . , ■ - , , t ■ - .... . ■, . ,■ „ 

1^89, in many ia&tance9, was prejujiicial to \m prescieiit art, a» 
QD^ passion i^ freqjuentty 9eQii to deCeat the oi^^tctotvoo^T. 

t * The author mistakes. The triumphal arch had been begim 
if ti^ yeax X8B06, to celebrate the victories of 1805« 
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the idea of tliis monupieat mi^ht have^ beim ^wsg* 
gested by the projected expedition^ tfae execnti^fi 
ot \rhoch was to elevate its author above, aJil ^ tlie 
her<N&s of former ages. Whatever the diverai^ #f 
.opiniou Oil this poiat> I am confirmed in mine^ b^ 
«a assertion which escaped irom one of the most 
ooD&d^Btial servants of Napoleon. la a -ooiiiper- 
sation which turned on the disasters of tiie Rudsimi 
.oampaign> the person in <jaestion as^rted that 
.NapolecMDr woald have accompUihed otie of. ifte 
.greatest ^d most splendid designs for tiie gHyry 
of France, and rum of England, but for the u«if^- 
timarte events at Moscow. These espr§s$ifHis 
were not studied ] tia^iy were indicative rather of 
^IsaA deep regret which is sastained in a liopeiess 
fdtuatiaa, than ^of tiie pr^ of a Frendmian gye^y 
. i^f GKxaqi^st i do fiot neeoUett theaequel of wliat 
passed, word for word ; I only know that kt &m- 
presisted- ou' my usbd l^e possibility ^ the gi- 
^ebitic plan I have m^ntsoned. NapoieOn> mck as 
iwe kne^ him to%e, doubtkssbad sufpk^ent vigorur 
of filij!nd'to«4[)oncdve th^ project^ and IblkHvi^ up* its 
/bsscubt^on a« &r as practicabi^ty could ei(.te«^«r 
;. To.tirttiira to tihe year 1818. fn the teonth of 
Maich. the tgi:eatw parfc^of the neWiig^iaripte in 



IK THE YBAJl l^ia 7 

Rtoee i!^a« eftrpTled, and dwtjritated among iKe 
^ ililfereilt: cQtpff: The feeble remain? of t^e Frendi 
• ^tfnrf^ wMcfc Napoleon had sacrificed in Russia, 
^ibi^ laHeot ItjacK op Wagdebourg, under tftp com 
Vjfibaftd Qf Prinjee Epgiene, Viceroy of Italy. Tlfe 
^iitte of the E[][^^ pf)i|14 no longer ^e maiat^inejd ; 

ufiA, %wkptqf ^ ippufficiency of the means of 
' 4e&i)bee, Maiish^ji PavoRipt had jexecotj^d hifi r^o* 
> 4u,d^p fif 4f stroying aeveral bridge3 pyejf tjaiBt river. 
o/Rie bridge of Meissen was burned on the 12th of 
YMoyrcfa ; on t]l^ ^^th two anelips qudd a pier of the 

'^fiti^ bridge pf Dresden were bl^wn up, D^yoiuffit 
r ArnvB^^asfXtlj retreated upon I{aml^urg» and t^ 
i cHy, with tl^ f9ritress o^ JMagd^boui^, bec^^tpobe the 
^ «®ly points^ d*/ff^i for t^e wri^dt of the French 
\ *army. Seme .thousands of Saxipp recruits, iprhich 
1) liad^^mjeinpibl^ at Torgau, as well as ,&^ remains 
«f the ^ati^al finny returaiQg fi;^n^ Yi^lhyai^^ a 
' l^y AOt d^ceeding ^e t)^pii;is|tn^ piep fit for sf r- 
-> vi^e, hSid retired i^to that city. T% wreok of ^le 
i-S;i£Dn'C0i2>s« ifvihichf united wiith theundiii^]p]iii^4 

^band^ collected in the isles of Bli^, Belk-isk^^atid 

^alcheren, fi^ed .tl^e 7U^ corps darmJk^ ^nder 

I tlto ordefFS of theuGeneral of division R^nier, and 

Ae extremity of the right win^ of the grapd Fri^ch 
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army was quite exhausted by disease, by lossefe> 
in contending with its enemy, andaboti^ allby the^ 
last battle near Calisch*. ' 

Regnierhad there exposed himself too much 
to superior force; and all the troops he had 
been able to bring off had been consi^ed to the 
hospital. The Bavarians, and otlier alHes of the* 
French, were still engaged in raising the masses of 
reinforcement prescribed by the dictatorial will of 
Napoleon. 

Except Davoust's corps, that of the Viceroy of 
Italy,'%nd the inconsiderable remains of Begnier's^ 
division, which was prosecuting its march in> a 
miserable condition across Saxony, no trodps fit 
for s^ivide ' remained, but those which had been 
called' from the interior of France by a decreei of 
Napoleon, forestalling the levies which were to 
take place the foUomng year. The flower of the 
French youth whioh composed them, the hope of' 
the country, was soon to perish, withered in its 
bud^,' for these young persdns were taken from 

* The greater part of the Saxon cavalry fit for service, was se- 
parated from' the main body of the army aftet the battle tif 
Califich^ and obliged to vit}»dr.aw ii^to .Au^trifui Qallicia. Jfi. ik» 
month of May, General Gablentz, all officer of great zeal and ac- 
tivity, brought it back through Bohemia into Saxony. 
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tiicir Lames to perform inarches beyond their 
Btttngth, «ft if they had been veteran troops. 
Nevertheless, the enthusiasm of some supported 
the courage of others, and led them to hope they 
shoiild find in Saxony the same resources as that 
kingdom, when unexhausted by war, had offered 
to those who had preceded them : but excessive 
ftlague, and the bad food which they received, 
even in* their own country, soon subdued their 
vigour. The greater part of the commissaries^ 
and contractors had escaped destruction in 
Russia, by the care which they took to reserve 
every thing for themselves, and through the* pro- 
tracted patience of Heaven. They had also es- 
caped punidbment in France, favoured by the re- 
laKation of penal laws, and by indemnities. These 
inhuman beings were, perhaps, spared, because 
it wias* thought they might again be necesiaary. 
Nevertheless it was proved, in tikis instance, at 
the outset, and in their own country, that they 
might be dispensed with. The conscripts of the 
new levies were directed towards Mayence, or 
crossed the Rhine in various places. Mayence 
was, howEiver, the princip^ point for assembling' 
the forces, partly on account of the facility of the 
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nnite^ ¥^4 of the raads wrhich lead bsyond itk 

|p0urtlfi)ieoftu«e from that positbn gigantic «9Bws|» 

]|9igh|^ \m dispbtyed to th($ world, about t^ pour 

into <iermaiiy to r^ptpre the repose of <to oDooh 

tQxeiit There, ajt the end of Mardi ^nd begitwrng 

of Apdl, WAS assembled an unfortunate crowd of 

«oldiera/a8 many of them diseased as in health. 

Tbo^ who came from France were not in better 

condition th^A those who had inarched from the 

Norths Bo0i wjeire equally destkute of food, and 

debititated* Thot conformjyty of calamitjes so 

fipe^^oeiit dB ai;9iies^ but above which t^ soldier 

som^etioaes rises superior, was soop observe las'ia 

siopster presage. The seusa of honour, hofi^er, 

ai9«tk6«iag hi the young conscripts, overcame thw 

hardships; it^i^eneri^wasarousedat thes|ipeal 

of th#r leajiers, they hastened their march towar^^s 

those seeiBes ,of aictjion which had wiCne^teed a^ 

once the triiiimphs^lheir brothers sfidtbek^^Moo^ 

They supported hu^ngeran^ fatigue, %o pipy^the^^- 

selvesiwiorthyof the nameof^reochiK^. 

But iieithtr canity, nor the loye of hoqo^, co»ld 
aiQjQ^aoe the poor quadrupeds iirlqc^ weze farm- 
^utedaad sea* onward to b^les mik c^i^f <fft* 
pji#ty. 9[%e sh^letoas -of those regiiaeDtts "{si^^iich 
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Jttd idirnqprpeared, mdh obtimed a c^Mtdff>Me 
maktT4d honset taken from Tariouft idepdto» aad 
iioUeoted from evopf part of Fcanefi; bat ptWr 
pitate marches, aad the weight of lJKfffiBraitaoa» 
4o which they were mA yet aJccustomad, reduced 
ftfaMe tmlprtuoate animab to aa almost wdeaa 
iMidition. A new detachment <rf cs^ahry mi^ 
he lecogoized at a huadsed paces distant, by the 
madl proceedSiig from the sores of the hoists, 
«r(ea befow their sorry appearanee vas witoessed. 

The French had ahready obtained the charaeter 
(fif bad car^y soldiers in the Russiaat cas^paign, 
wi# allbojogh tb^ir own preseii^atba made. it a 
/duty tottake belter care i>f their hwsea, ignonm^ 
M ifaoir management* or foarbarwop tnatment of 
tium$ ftew into an inyetente habit* 

At 4^ fmripdw qiieiN^n> the rapidity Beceteary . 
£of ^ jnftfch ,^d notj^lonr mach awee to heli#« 
4tow6diM ithMi ; for« w the fseseat inataace^ anvMi 
i^ieKceedpoi^itity^iaippeadrQdtppreTail. Thiavia 
also a case^in. viiikh. mi»ney« howexrer ofluripotent, 
'beeape md^^s^ \|il>^Qe^^ W MfimmtoA irith 
leayak^ <aervioe^ maat kao^ there is an essential 
diffi»^eeibetiWNin.a matf ?wbo caniaas hinttelf to 
^Sbeicaiaiei j»ylas hafuciami oae^nho is aoqimiirted 
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^ith its management on the march : e^3?pf riencejj. 
officers, of all ranks, were wanting, capable of ini-; 
tiating a presumptuous multitude in the duty oC 
the cavalry soldier. 

The #2pall number of officers in the army, adde^^ 
to thejunior officers taken from the depots, were 
incapable of properly organizing a body of car 
valry ; but the pressure of circumstances, and the? 
.urgent necessity of contending with an en^my su- 
perior in number and experi^ice, rendered tb^. 
expedient indispensablci ; . 

. In the course of the campaign, the army had also 
to suffer the consequences of an infinite number of, 
faults and gross omissions in the various details of 
service, especially with respect to the cavalry, 
rendering the ignorance of its officers but too pal- 
pable. As long as the French .ha4 to, contend with> 
great masses,' or uiider the direction of cm expe- 
rienced general, success might be obtained by sur 
periority of force, or an^ able attack ; . but the^i^ 
advantages failing, they had the worst of it in 
engagements of cavaky and every rencounter. 

Yet the cavalry arm had not been neglected with 
regard to its essential necessaid^, or e?ctejripr 
splendour. The mu were w^U olothQ^i the f^:- 
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liiiture of the horses ia good condition; but it had 
been faastilf prepared, and was unseasoned ; by" 
mese causes maiiy horses were disabled* 

During the following months the guards of fao« 
nour, scattered through all the departments, were 
organize^; forming, indeed, nfany regiments, 
but presenting a small number of men. Pleasure 
horses in the capital were taken to supply them, 
as a liberal sacrifice made on the altar of the en« 
dangered state. Large sums were employed ttf 
re-establish the trains which had been abandoned 
dn account of the frost, or accidents. Numer cms 
columns of carriages had been prepared in haste;' 
and it must be allowed that much had been done, 
aiid great efforts were still makings for the branch 
of service to which they belonged i at the head of 
the renovated train of the French army, the^ 
equipage belonging to the guard was seen, defil* 
iiig in state and exact order. The sad conse- 
c|uences had been experienced in Russia, of se-* 
parating on the march, and of the slow progression 
of cdumns in .tfa© rear. This di06rder caused' 
eVfery' thing to fallin to the hands of the Cossacks ; 
ons^u&iitly, when the brigades, of soldiers be- 
Iciii^n; to the ti^n, wfere now observed lAggilig'dtf 
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the tmibh, the cry was heard " Sfeyire^ / SsrteiV^ 
Lock np^f Lwk up! atid the dtetaftce but bf tw<i 
paces being lost, pdlPhftpii ft hundred c^riage^iii 
the r^r we)^ obliged to advance at a trot ; ttie^^ 
{nf)«ttiftl aAd dudd^n t^losings to the itotttl 
t»d pfompt dbediience* t6 the command, wearidd 
the draught hotse^ to an incredible degree, li 
vtm^ hev^«hele^&s, essentially necessary exsic^ 
to i»b»tei^e the 6rder of march, and doubfless^'it 
wtia ptid^r that eabH commandant should tdk^ 
oanr cbal his celtiiton preserved itself in a§ 
dbs* order as possible; but, at the sametim^', 
sJufeh an exli^me anxiety and promptitude lii 
oloiing up, unneeessariJy exhausted the horses of 
4ll(i^ Vritin'r this excessive particularity wa^ pro- 
bacy the effect of strict;^ orders founded upon 
pt'etedittg feV^ts. The front trf the column <>f 
waipt^h 3#aa Xm often doubled or trebled wliefi- 
€TOr llie ground would pennk; way, it wouli 
hare lieen formed ten columns deep if there hiiid 
been room ; c?avalry, iuffetftry, artillery, sttMF, 
;tttdn>airthe»o»rps^ and often aS 'togetiief, unne- 
cessarily eotiMiiitted thi« feult. -'^ 
"the result was A ^eonfusion, fctirowdingftdg#t»Sb 
4f the 4^u«itis; #bich mdiiced ^^ is^^'^^ 
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toUott$>re&udto.v Sd long afr t)i6 znmj was ad^ 
X^tvwgr all tbete toBmem were abte t6 deploy 
without great inconvenieiice, bUt into what dia- 
c^cdejr JDust an army 00 aoGuMomed to inaMlL 
ha^ve fallen in ita retreat; the «ad eimMquteoea 
of it were more than enoe experittnteed. A great 
^dy of. the French infantry waa coidjposed of 
iMp^eripts, but^ to repair the gMat loaiiea 
fixperienced by the '' old gaaxd/' which had 
ipfi4^ so splendid a figure in its maith to* 
1/y^rds liuasia, a nfew corps had been formed 
under ^e niame of the *' yoang guard*" As fl# 
as I, have been able to asci^taki) a pli^ bftd 
liie^focmed for fourteen regioients^ <coknp«ebetid«* 
iftg tlie voUigeursand flankers. It is not kubWh 
i^h^tfaer this corps was completed, but it 
i^a/^ . necessai^ that NapOleon (who ui^ted it 
wi^.tbe old guardf^ to Imye it Ha^i his coai>- 
fPdSiXidj, and make ^ aet immediately under his iot> 
{^s> sb^old reader it s«$Saendy stibng^ to mak:e 
^la^dpf }%^ .fdither /wholly or i* patt, in ordefr t* 
s^ri^ a dt^iyeibl^V, da whatever poiht might 
present itself. The! best* diseiplined coxfscripts, 
^^. w^o^ej.coaducjl; tbie <most sat^factory *^x- 
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best faeces, were placed in this corps* Fiokiad' 
men were also enlisted in it, selected firow titer 
skeletons of old regiments, and the offic^m 
were partly chosen from Hie old gmcrd* AM tli# 
losses which the latter corps sustained, wenf 
supplied by the young guard, which tiais becAiae^ 
a nursery fbr the eld. Its numbers would htmi 
exceeded all r^sonable bounds, if the scythe' of 
death had zipt increased its racancies. Oolii-' 
biaed with the most determined courage it diewed 
the greatest devotion for Napoleon, and even 
after the most mtiguing marches, and bloody sa« 
^rifioes of men, it saluted him with redoubled 
pries and the aocustomed vivats: but man wil( 
be man. The strength of spirit cannot stifte hiiei 
physical wants; the stomacdi daimed' its rights. 
Although all possible care was taken of these 
two guards, although the commissaries wew 
obliged to distribute provisions to them .whale 
the trqops of the line supported themselves^ by 
pillage or were dying with hunger, the * frer 
quency of forced marches and counter marches 
lost these two corps d'Hitty in the end, the pre^ 
ference they had enjoyed. 
The French officers calculated greatly on . the 



IN XHB TBA2L 1818. IT 

«itiM«l$r attacbeid to the yoimg guard ; it coo- 
mted^ as nearly as I could leam, of fifty-^flix 
{H^ees» with one, or two batteries of twelve 
]ptranders; oonstaiitly kept in reserfe, it had 
a^ays <9^perated€n masse, and had achieved some 
£p«tanate ^iterprises. At tiie opening of the 
oampaign, the artillery of the French was not 
indeed' numermis^ and the various moveable 
carpa could not emimerate more than three hun^ 
dred and fifty piecea. Latterly .the artillery 
l^ecame unmense^ and at the rupture of the ar- 
]iM4tice, there were reckoned altogether, from 
the lefi; flank of Davoust, to the frontiers of Ba- 
liemia, or, rather, to the right bank of the 
iUune^ thirteen hundred pieces of cannon. 

• On the 1 7th of April, at two o'clock, Napo- 
Iton arrived at Mayence. The distance from 
St. Gloudito that city, about sixty-ftwir French 
poata or. German miles, he had accomplished in 
ftpity-ei^ hours, aeeqmpanied only by an or- 
derly officef ^. The nmiainder of his suite, even 
the grand Marshal Duroc, was yet in the r^ar. 
Indeed he had no time to lose, for, on the 31st 

* The French papers say in forty hours. This is not true. 
l!^f)bldon loved to travel with great celerity. 

VOL. I. C 
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of Match, tbe manifesto of the King of Prussia 
against France had been publistod, and the 
same day, on account of the Russian army 
having passed the Elbe, it was asserted in tbe 
" Jmimal de t Empire^' that if the Russians 
should be even encamped at Montmartre, Franoe 
would not yield an inoh of the provinces she had 
incorporated with her possessions. On tbe first 
of April, war with Prussia was declared in the 
Senate ♦. 

Many persons would not at first believe that 
Napoleon would repair in person to the army, 
which had been so hastily re-established, and was 
composed chiefly of raw recruits. Could he 
hazard his military glory with unexperienced 
legions, and on which he could not repose «oon- 
fidence ? Ought he not to make ti^ie first attempt 
with these cohorts, through his generals and 
marshals ; and when these inesqpenieQced levies 
should be more familiamzed with the destructive 
art of war, was it not then that he mi^t put 

* These two days are very remarkable, for it was exactly one 
year after, on the 31st of March, 1814, that the Russians and 
Prussians entered the French capital ; and, on the 1st of April, 
the Senate pronounced Napoleon's forfeiture of the empire. 



IN THE YEAR 1818. 19 

himself at their head, to augment their enthusi- 
asm, and employ their lately-acquired experience 
in more decisive and important enterprises ? 

Such was the opinion of persons who thought 
themselves politic ; but the French nation, which, 
in spite of the lamentations of the Nineteenth 
Bulletin, was not yet acquainted with the extent 
of the evils suffered in Russia, and the terrible 
reverse which had been stistained, was yet 
capable of some vigorous exertion when Napo- 
leon should be at the head of the army, and 
every thing depended on the happy opening of 
the campaign. Napoleon, therefore, remained 
faithful to his character, which inclmed him to 
risque every thing to retrieve public opinion by 
success at the first onset; the guards were in 
the neighbouihood of Frankfcwrt ; the old guard 
conwsted only of veteran soldiers. The other 
corps which had come from Mayence were com- 
posed but of new levies. To give then this 
aitny a point d'appui, and a certain degree 
of strength, Napoleon had ordered thirty thou- 
sand men to come from Toulon, (at least, that 
was the estimated number of this reinforcement.) 
It was composed of the marine forces, which 

C 2 
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served as infantry and artillery. Besides this. 
General Bertrand received orders to march^ from 
Italy towards Nuremberg, to join Marshal Ney, 
with forty thousand men; who was at Erfurt 
with a veiy inconsiderable force, amounting, as 
was jocosely said, to seventy men. The regular 
cavalry, whieh had arrived thete from Mayence, 
was not estimated at more than four thousand. 
The separate detachments, vdiich set out from 
thence to reinforce the regiments of cavalry 
farther distant, were not yet fit for service. The 
number of troops could hardly be computed from 
those which came in and marched out, and many 
persons pretended that in drder to create an ap- 
pearance, they went out at one gate, and re- 
turned by the othedr. It is certainly true that 
the old regular cavalry was extremely weak, 
and that the fir«t divisions of it did not arrive 
at Manheim before the 9th of April; while, on 
the 1st, the most advanced of the cossacks 
shewed themselves at Chemnitz and Erzgeberg, 
and the Russians, after passing the Elbe in twenty 
places, occupied the towns of Naumbourg. 
Leipsic, S^c. Sfc. This was known at Mayence ; 
it was also kuowa that the head-quarters of the 
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viceroy of Italy, were at the same time at Stag- 
fiirt, near Halberstadt^^ aad that he was thus 
aarrounded. on all gulden by enemies. The light 
troops of the Rttssians made incursions as far 
as Noidhausen, and had carried oS a French re- 
sident from Gk)tha. 

All these circumstances left no doubt but un- 
fortunate Saxony would become the Woody the- 
atre, wherein was to be decided the great 
question, if France should still continue to ex- 
ercise her dictatorial interference in the affairs of 
Germany, and the rest of the continent. The pro- 
phecy of the celebrated Bulow, iu his presages of 
future events, was about to be accomplished. 
As far back as 1800 and 1806, he had declared 
that the Elbe would be the point of meeting be- 
tween the Russians and the French ; and then the 
countries bordering on that river, more especially 
towards the east, would be exceedingly miserable. 

During Napoleon's, stay of several days atMay- 
ence, the preparations were accelerated with in- 
credible activity. It was to these extraordinary 
efforts which deprived France of all her young 
men, that one ought to attribute the success with 
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which that country fouiul herself enabled to make 
head against her adversaries, aod to display a 
vigour superior to expectation. While artSflerymen 
and earalry were yiet to be raised; whBe cannon 
were being cast ; while the men were bemg sized 
and clothed; while they were receiving horses, 
which they intended to use on the field of battle, 
perhaps at the end of a month; Napoleon caused 
to niCarch, without delay, in large or small divisions, 
to reinforce the infantry, every man who could 
carry a musket. 

On these great masses of in&ntry he was to 
place his reliance. Eivery day, every hour, was 
of the greatest importance ; smd it was necessary 
to risque o&e great stroke^ with the united force 
of the nation, to prevent it from disoovering an 
odious system of juggling deception in the details 
puUii^ed concerning the Russian campaign, and 
to pTOserve liie credit of the author of so many 
disasters from utter subversion. The last bulletins 
had attributed all the misfortunes to the weather ; 
this was the time to prove that they were not to 
be assigned to want of foresight, or of moral and 
physical strength. 
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It became requkite to exhaust every effi»rt 
to demonstrate to the people that if the enemy 
menaced to approach Ihe froBtiev» of the* empire, 
it could only be ascribed to the most imexpected 
reverses, and not to the impradent schemes of a 
efaief, whom they had considered infallible. The 
Bation was stili ready to make a great sacrifice^ 
The people of the north but lately so despised, if 
they were not now repulsed by a vietpry, were 
about to insttlt the Gallic soil as ciHiqiierors ; and 
the French had the sad prospect of seeing all that 
military glory vanish> which had be^n so dearly 
purchased, aqd the great nation receive imposed 
laws, or be divided. 

All the vanity natural to FrevKchmen, all their 
national pride, was excited by that reflection, in so 
critical ajuncture. Itappei^rednecessary promptly 
to gajn a battjey not,, indeed, to va^^^uish. and pur- 
sue the discomfited to the borders of thyeir own 
country, but to remove them from the, theatre 
of war. If she gsgined the victory, France would 
shew what inexhaustible respureetai of strength and 
resistance she internally possessed : it would then 
be the time for concluding a peace on moderate 
terms, and to heal, during a period of prudential 
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repose^ itfae^woands under whioh she was suffering. 
Then the natilQiial honour would /4xe safe,- and 
Fram:^ might esteem herself >happy an having acw 
quired^ by conquest, the esteem of Europe. » 

But the wrongs before accumulated, still in^ 
creased by all the irregular proceedings into whidh 
the French army was impelled, by necessity, in 
the course of the campaign, with respect to the 
neighbouring -states^ and even towards its allies ; 
and the nation acting with as much violence as 
bad policy, drew on, herself the most inveterate* 
hatred from all those capable of resenting the out- 
rage. It must not be supposed that -the French, 
by the sensibility and vivacity of their disposition, 
are insusceptible of a certain elevation of mind, 
or incapable of a sentiment of honour and justice; 
but these qualities are often stifled by interest 
and violent prejudices against other people. A 
deplorable egotism had, during the last cam- 
paign, suppressed all benevolence- in the French, 
even towards their fellow-countrymen. With such 
a disposition, how little regard could be expected 
from them towards strangers. They had been 
accustomed to see villages in flames and destroyed, 
women and children in misery, estates laid waste. 
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the iidiabiteiits flying; and they sometimes ex- 
cused'these bortors with an affected sensibility by 
the exclamation — ^^Cest la gtierre ! " This is war ! 
but they did not remember that wars had often 
before been waged exempted from this unbridled 
disorder, from these cruelties, when an^xact atten- 
tion to the resources of the countries occupied, and 
to. the welfare of the inhabitants, by maintaining 
discipline, soft^ied the calamities inseparable from 
that scourge : it might then have been more justly 
said. This is confusion! In fine, the opinion ex- 
pressed by the officers who surrounded Napoleon 
was, that a campaign in Russia must no longer be 
contemplated, even in case of a return of fortune in 
favour of the French ; and that if they should be 
lucky enough to drive the Russians beyond the 
Oder or the Vistula, he would still make a great sa- 
crifice to procure peace. But it is already known 
what was Napoleon and his followers' idea of a 
great sacrifice. 

In the month of April, the labour on the forti- 
fieations of Mayenoe proceeded with great ac- 
tivity. The inhabitants of the left bank of the 
Rhine, luckily, were paid. But those of the right, 
on whom Napoleon was about to confer the pri- 
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vilege of his protection, eovM obtain nc^ii^. Pro^ 
bably the trabute forasuccouf, ever in expectancy,, 
was lost in the pockets of coimniseioneffs and in^ 
spectors. Thus the necessity of protecting May- 
ence against the attack of an enemy was felt, buft 
there was notbiii^ in the situation of the inhabitants 
which could encourage them. The idea of a siege, 
a chance they had to run, the devastation of theiv 
country, resembling a beautiful g^den, and the 
smiling environs of their city, was a prospect con- 
tinually before their eyes; and it was with the 
greatest anxiety they listened to eveiy report 
from the banks of the Elbe. 

It cannot be denied that in the months of March 
and April, when the French army, newly re-organ- 
ized, presented Hie image of a mere chaos, and the 
Viceroy of Italy was reduced to defend the Elbe 
alone, with about thirty thousand veteran troops,, 
the combined Russian and Prussian armies might 
easily have penetrated to the Rhine. The French 
appeared to expect it, but the countries which, in 
the following months, had still so much to suffer 
from oppression, dared not complain of the delay 
which had taken place in their enfranchisement 
from ihe yoke of the French. It must be considered 
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as a partknlar duiposhion of Providence, that the 
maidi of eveate in theorder whichenBtied, was pre* 
dadj that, bIodb calculated for the destmcticm of 
the military strength of the French empire. . Even 
the isfiiie of the battles of Lntzen and Bantzen con* 
curred in producing this great result. If the French 
had already been beaten near Luta&en, so as to have 
been forced to retreat upon the Rhine, they would 
have approached their reinforcements and re^^ 
sources : that protecting river might have been 
defended with more energy than it was at a later 
period, and the troops which were hastening to 
come up from Italy and Spain, might have rendered 
important services on the frontier. 

At all events the Rhine would have stopped for 
same time the progress of the allies, who had not 
yet assembled all their force ; and in the interval 
the numerous Frendi artillery, and the supplies 
which were taken up after the armistice in the 
month of August, would have heea fit for service. 
How easy would it have been to create powerful 
diversions inSwitwrland, and several other pointB, 
on tlie flank of the allies, and thus to concentrate 
the theatre of war in unhappy Germany. I am, 
therefore, well grounded in the conclusion that 
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the first advantages of the French, tbeir advance 
into Silesia, the checks received by separate corps 
under different marshals, and &iaUy, the great 
battle of the natioi^ near Leipsic, were so. many 
• circumstances necessary to force the rapacious 
; eagle back to his nest, after having stripped him 
1 of his plumes ; and to prepare in this manner for 
i wearied Europe a long and lasting repose. The 
artillery, an arm on which Napoleon placed the 
greatest dependance, could only be lost in battles, 
or by the destruction of whole corps, or, lastly, 
by operations in his rear. It was necessary at 
first that he should make some progress, and this 
being made, that he should, in the sequel, ex- 
perience heavy losses. The French nation, whom 
many illusions still blinded, would have declared 
with difficulty against Napoleon, who had yet but 
a small number in opposition to him, as friends 
of peace. 

He was disliked principally because he imposed 
great sacrifices on the people, but they still con-' 
gfatulated themselves on the possession of an 
unique character, whose genius alone was capable 
to protect the empire against the calamity of a 
foreign invasion. Indeed this last extraordinary 
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effort was sustained without many murmurs, and 
public attenti(»xwas turned aside from the unheard- 
of cakimities with whidi the invasions of the French 
a^nnies, and the exactions of their generals, had 
overwhelmed other countries. Through the pre- 
judice of national egotism they were satisfied with 
considering that a similar misfortune neither af- 
fected the French territory, nor the countries 
which resolved to remain incorporated with the 
gi^eat nation. 

,Up to .the 24th of April, Napoleon remained 
a^Mayenoe, passed in review some regiments of 
cayaky«.and some troops. brought from* Toulon; 
sevj^raj columns of the train defiled l^efore him, and 
he visited the fortifications. For some days past 
the. gus^rd bad been at Frankfort ready to march. 
A comp^Qte. uncertainty existed concerning the 
time intended for the breaking up of the head- 
quarters. But it was conjectured that Napo- 
l^i;^ on quitting Mayence,, wouJd'proceed with- 
mt stopping to Frankfort, which really happen* 

ed f . He was as early as the 25th of April at Erfort, 

■ - ■ 

* " He will hurry us off suddenly, as in other campaigns," 
«aid the officers of his household, who often were totaUy ignorant 
if they might send forward -their equipages, and at what time. 
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and already he displayed symptoms of uneasiness. 
The difference of opmion concemingthat great ope- 
ration, the opening the campaign, absorbed his mind . 
He wasoften seen mounting his horse to review the 
troops newly arrived, and toinspect the fortifications 
of Erfurt, where ditches were to be dug, and filled 
with the waters of the Gera. The rest of his time 
was busily occupied in his cabinet, and he only 
shewed himself by stealth at the window when 
the cavalry of the guard, the dragoons, the chas- 
seurs, the Polish lancers, and the horse grenadiers, 
were defiling. His old guard always testified the 
greater devotion for him, because he knew how to 
flatter them on all occasions*. At Erfurt tl^ people 
had been advertised of the march of a large body 
of French in&ntry by the road to Kranichfeld, for- 
merly scarcely practicable. >He apparently took 

■i » ■' ■■' ■' ■ ■ ■■ i - iii n ■■■ i iiiiiii .1 I I .l a w III. »■ .It II II I I r I II I 0n I i m 

* It is a well known fact that Napoleon was exceedingly con- 
versant with the art of conciliating the affection of his guard, 
and of the soldiers who had long served under him, by flattering 
their vanity with distinctions ; many of these were not of an or- 
dinary nature, but consisted of something more valuable than the 
reward of a cross. A complete copy of Denon's large work on 
Egypt, was given to all the colonels who had accompanied him 
in the expedition to that country. This work was, indeed, the 
only useful result Europe derived from that perilous enterprise. 
The officers thus distinguished were very proud of the present. 
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this mode to •effect his junction with the corps of 
General Bertrand^ whicfa^ coming from Nuremberg, 
apf^oadied 4he fron<;iers. He wMied^ at the same 
time, to scour the mountains and forests ot Thu* 
ringk of those light Russian and Prussian troofM^ 
wlio made incursions in that direction. The 
marines who belonged to Marmont's corps, 
marched at the same time by way of Erfiirt. 

On the 28th of April, Napoleon, with his own 
and Bertfaier's staff, removed from Erfort to £ck- 
bartsberg. The heavy baggage of the head-quar« 
ters was yet in the jear» between Fulde and Erfurt, 
under tbe orders of General GuiUeminot. The 
greater j^art of the persons of his suite^faad hardly 
a horse with them, to enable them to begin the 
march. The led horses and domestics were stiM 
at the late head-quarters, not being able to Ibtiow 
so<|uickly, nor to proceed first, on accoimt of the 
swarms d'the enemy's light troops which infested 
the road. "" 

Napoleon continued his march as far as Wei- 
mar. There he mounted his horse, arrived in the 
dusk of the evening at Eckhartsberg, and was 
busily engaged during the night. Berthier, al- 
though his staff always occupied a house to them- 
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selves, when there were sufficient lodgpUigs to'^te 

found, resided at the palace, for so t^ dwellitig^if 

Napoleon was styled, thoi]^bitwer*but a*Pttiige. 

He wished always to» have BerthierUt band^ ^ He 

took his meals tUt-^tite with Napoteoft, whAfet 

tbete were no persons at the head^qnavterscooreire 

eminent in rank ; for example, in the afosrilK^' df Ite 

King of Naples. The whole of the doraistfcdip^tfttea 

in the ante-room, or, for want x)f spate; ^toi^oo^At 

the staircase. I shall speak ih the tsdeokid;elMt)^«M 

of the manner in which Napoleon andhist^ouMMfi 

lived,orconceminghis household.' At'£clbliart0l)«f^ 

one might early be convinced of the yadtiet^iidd 

with;whioh the officers at head^quarters^regafd^sll 

the .brutal acts and excesses in^ 'which' 'Che^trbtifrj 

itfdd^ for want of cajre ktisA sup^rhit^i^tf^tib^: 

Ujider the very windows of Na^>oleon l)odtey «tff 

Ihem^ were collected, and anifriat^d each'^dib^ 

with cries and frightful clamours;^' Tftibse whb bi^ 

youacked in the city "were throwing, dtirirfgiS*8 

whole night, into their firesj all the? Aoor§>^ 'i^fet^y/ 

and other goods of the most necessary* dfe*nerit)tfe)fe; 

without paying the least ^ attention that at sdtee 

paces farther they might Imve fonttd eflfe**s^*W 

burn of .a less useful natures and <|iiltkdsUt!ttrd^ 
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was committed in consequence of the custom of 
the French to destroy, without foouvids or restraint, 
efery thing which the stranger, who aflbrded them 
ata asylttfll, had so laboriously acquired ; but at 
Ae saittetime exhibiting the most dii^racefu\ par- 
simonyv eiren in insignificant expenses, when pay- 
aientOB their side was in question. The officers, 
corrupted by necessity, which in the last cam- 
paign had been an excuse for so many excesses, 
tonteitaplBJbed this disorder with a stoical indif- 
feKnee, or eren encouraged it. The impulse once 
g^?etti^ and the chiefs shutting their eyes, woe to 
theoomtry into whidi these undisciplined sol^ 
dif ra poured. To set fire to a house, or a village, 
through negUgenoe or want of foresight, was aii 
act eatirely unnoticed ; to ruin in an instant the 
wel&ie of a family, or a whole district, when the 
destruction, might have been averted by its 
careless author removing a few paces farther off, 
was^a trifle. Never have I seen a general, or any 
other officer, bring these ruffianis to trial, denounce 
aad prosecute such barbarities. The cursed, 
c'e^t la guerre mBB an excuse for every thing; 
and one hardly met from time to time a single per- 
san^ with an appearance of feeling, who deplored 

VOT. I. D 
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poor Saxony* The habit of witnessing human 
misery had effaced every touch of compassion. 

Who, in such circumstances, could oppose 
the breach of discipline? Sometimes a de- 
termined inhabitant successfully disputed with 
one or two of these scoundrels, the wreck of his 
door, or drove them away. Thpse who aban- 
doned their houses were in a worse condition. 

Reckoning from the 29th of April following, 
Buonaparte made all his marches on horseback, 
and did not enter his carriage until the conclu- 
sion of the armistice. When he made use of a 
carriage, it was commonly a sign of very imusual 
leisure or of vexation. He is reported to have 
siaid at the beginning of the operations, " I will 
perform this campaign like General Buonaparte, 
and not as Emperor.'^ — As soon as Napoleon was 
on horseback, he had some military object in view. 
Qenerally the business was to reconnoitre the 
country, to inspect fortresses or other works, or 
perhaps to review troops. Then he was accom- 
panied by Bwthier, (the Prince of Neufchatel and 
Wagram,) Marshal Bessi^res, (duke of Istria,) 
as commandant-general of the guard; Soult, 
(Duke of Da^atia,) to wJiom no command was 
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tfien assigned ; Duroc, (Duke of Frioul,) as mar- 
shal of the palace, all mounted : then followed 
the grand equerry Caulincourt, (Duke of Vicenza,) 
General Guyot, commandant of the chasseurs of 
the guard, to whom the care of the escorts and 
relays, had been confided ; the adjutants. General 
Mouton, (Count Lobau,) Corbiueau, Hes^meli wz-r.'^^ 
Drouot, Rahault, and Colonel Bernard. Latterly, 
were also seen, Colonel Deschamps, General 
Hogendorp, and after the armistice. General Nar- 
bonne, the Polish Greneral Pac, and afterwards, 
Korsakowsky ; the last performed on many oc- 
casions the office of an adjutant, and wore indeed 
the French uniform, but was without any allow- 
ance, as were most of the Polish officers not com- 
prehended in the guard. 

Maret, (the Duke of Bassano,) minister for 
foreign affairs, was sometimes on horseback, in 
the suite of Napoleon, who had always two se- 
cretaries with him. Near Nuremberg, was a 
fine brigade of Marshal Ney's corps, which sa- 
luted him unanimously with the accustomed 
" Vivat,** and seemed animated with the most 
lively enthusiasm. In all circumstances, the most 
experienced troops were placed under the com- 

D 2 
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mand of Marshal Ney, because to him Napoli^oil 
always confided the most important and de- 
cisive attacks ; but the greater part of his corpi^ 
consisted at that time of conscripts, — ^at heac8- 
quarters they spoke with enthusiasm of the courage 
with which it had fought in the first affeir. Ney^ 
after the action which took place at WeissenfeH 
wrote to Napoleon in the following manner: 

*' Your majesty need entertain no uneasin^d^ 
*' with respect to the new levies ; those young 
" people have fought with an intrepidity which 
*• allows us to expect every thing from them/'* ^ 

It is, however, certain that Napoleon hims*lf 
might well entertain some uneasiness at the opeiir- 
ing of the campaign concerning the conscripts; 
and that he had soon reason to be convinced bf 
the danger there was in risking a bold' stroke by 
opposing masses of inexperienced troops against 
tried and approved warriors. The able mixture 
of officers with soldiers, as well as the strong 
reserve which had been formed by the blendittg 
of the old and young guard, were alone abte to 
give consistency to those parts of the army which 
were not ripened by experience. 

Napoleon before he alighted at lus palace 
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laoKSule the circuit of the city» and inquired with 
Amch eagerness for the road to Siss * (Zeitz,) and 
iK>ncerning the population of that place. Often, if 
llisdumb show and the signs he made with his 
fingers had not indicated what he wished to say, 
it would have been very diflficult to guess the 
purport of his questions, and to answer him im- 
mediately; for his majesty loved brevity, and 
wished to ascertain every thing without circumlo- 
iCution, and those i/s and buts, which an emperor 
formerly forbade an abbot of St. Gall to use. 
When the head of Napoleon was not pre- 
o^upied by his schemes, he amused himself 
with objects which had no relation to his essential 
business. He would ask, for instance, at the sight 
of the door of a school, the appropriation of the 
building, and the number of scholars it conts^ined. 
Siss or Zieitz might indeed be a place regarded 
fn^ dangerous by him. The sequel proved ths^t 
thj^ anxiety was well founded; in the mean 
time he was vexed by the statement of a depu- 
tation of the magistracy of Naumbourg, who re- 
pi^esented themselves to be incapable of procuring 

* Siss was Napoleon's erroueous mode of pronouncing the 
.Ifiord* •^-See^Chap. II« £p. 



38 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

provisions for so many troops, whilst the whole 
country^ and the magazine of Weissenfels, were 
blockaded by the enemy. His imperial mfU)4?te, 
that bread, meat, and provisions;, shonl4 b^P^P* 
cure3, could have no effect on the actual state qf 
things* The millers had been deprived pjf all 
their supplies of meal^ the mills had b^en p^^tly 
destroyed, and the French troops >yho . v^fe 
isolated, pillaged the convoys that xnigb^t .sjtiU 
have been brought up in spite of the scarcity of 
blasts of burthen. 

Marshal Duroc, upder the orders of Napqleoov 
repaired to the town-hall to hasten the prep^ar 
tions for supplies. But the disordeir resulting firpm 
ove^-grown m^Lsses was top gres^tt ^d th/e wwt4 
too pressing to make aregu}ar di6tnl?»tM>o^pQf^b]#« 
The o^<?ers, shrugging up thejr fihottlde? ^, wid, 
<* They will pillage;'* and this regularly happened 
in every case when they coul4 not provide for thi^ 
wants of these hungry vultures. I^^apol^pp put to 
the deputation many questions concerning t\ke po- 
pulation of the province^ the Prussian and Russiaii 
army, the disposition of the inhabitwte of Leif^ic^ 
the state of Torgau, Wittenberg, Mersbourg, the 
distance of Zeitz and Lutzen,.(that recalled to' his 
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recollection Gustavus Adolphus,) to which they re- 
plied with truth and in a proper manner; among the 
rest this was to be noticed : — *^ Did they think I 
should arrive so soon ?" It delisted him to agpear 
like a god on his obedient clouds, " ut Deus tx 
machindy^ and to strike the people with astonish- 
ment by his rapidity and power. He often spoke 
ef himgdf in the third person, to those to whom 
his questimis were interpreted : it was asked, for 
instance, *' Is it said that the Emperor has won 
a battle ?" at another time, " Is it said that the 
Emperor has many cannon ?'' Herein may be 
traced the excess of human vanity; a confi- 
dence like that of Xer&es in his army, which in 
Napoleon's latter days always seemed to rest on 
the vast number of his guns. 

When a great battle was about to be fought, 
this superiority in artillery, of which he always 
made a parade at the commencement of a cam* 
paign, must, \A his opinion, make on the people 
4nd inhabitants a wonderful impression, and give a 
high idea of his forces. One might read in his 
face the triumph of ambition, when he thought 
he remarked in the voice of the people asto- 
nishment at Ins omnipotence. Gould it then be 
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sarpifisingir ^that a man^ elevated - so ihigh hj^ 
fclcbtine^fi aqd> .who believed he OQuld extricate 
himBelf 'by:his iatelligenoe from - the mort (fifficuil^ 
step|^(8ht>«ild undertskke boldly what appeattdiol*'' 
possible t6 other moEtals ? ^ 

iB(y,,meagiB of the forces at his disposal, he luir 
d^ctaok e.very. thing on a grand scale, and a look' 
or> glance thrown upon the extraordinary resourced 
v^ebhe.knew how to appreciate, inspired him 
with boldness and security. He did not recog- 
niae in his. adversaries tjve faculty of ably employ- 
ing the forpes which they had at their coimaand^ 
thinking hkns^lf alone csipable of directing such' 
grefit'ioetchines.. By his seyerity, his will, and 
th.eelf6cutiqntOf it, were, to use the expression, : 
consequent on each other y and in sudh: a manner^ 
during the ktter part of his government, that, the 
progaress of. affairs was very simple and withcMt 
my^teary. The orders which emanated from him 
wtee v'exceedmgly ' brief, conceived in a grand 
style, having one general view*' The execution of 
th^ details was abandoned r to generals and ^ub- 
oriiinale officers, who, since <Jie Revohition, had 
acquired .much practice, and learned :the art ^f 
extracting ' themselves from. embaiTMsing situa^ 
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tiohsi ' The soimice of Napoleon consisted fljwve 
all-in; this,-*^that for the execution of a plan 'which 
bet had' oonoeked on an extensive scale and 
which he bad weighed, he chose^ with a fiim uvA 
inflexible will, the means which should conduct 
him in> the quickest and most vigorous manner 
to his aim. His fearful authority dissipated as 
dumerical every objection, every repretetttaticto, 
eVBt^ 'plea of impossibility! concerning even^ the 
most insignificant things. If, for imrtance, it 
ha;d been represented that a certain mode was 
ioiprMtkabl^ ; this appeared to him but a jest, 
which excited the ironical exclamation, " Jh / on 
ntipeu^'fOSy^ Ah ! it cannot be done: And he 
never gave up his prepossession till impossibility, 
as ttmight be said, stared him in the face; to such 
a ddgtee had he been spoiled by Fortune ! ^ 

•While he was at table with Berthier, the con»- 
versation had turned upon the magistracy of the 
place. An officer belonging to the viceroy of 
Italy, brou^t him the information that the corps 
of that'prinee had arrived^ at Querfurt, and the 
prince himself had established' his head^quarters 
at Schraplluu : he alppeared very well pleased 
w^^thiannewsv and employed himself idl day 
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in his cabmet. When he was infarmed that an 
engagement had already taken place with the 
adyanced guard of his grand army under N^y, at 
Weissenfels, he had txo longer any rest. 

On the 90th of April he galloppedonhorsebiidk 
through a heavy rain, from Naumbourg to Weis* 
s^£^s, and reconnoitred a hill beyond the toWn; 
where the attack of the preceding day had taken 
place* No traces of it were to be observed,, 
except some dead soldiers and horses, and an? 
ammuniti^m waggon which had blown up, for 
the Russia and Prussian cavalry were still at 
hand, and had removed the wounded. Napoleon 
caused his troops to encamp on the heights above! 
the town ; i swarm of infantry, bivcmacked, 
emwded together in the market-^pkiQe. Vtcm 
the arrival and departure of the different corpse 
Dpthing could be comprehended relative to th^eir 
composition* One brigade abstracted from an* 
Other, and the defects of discipline continua^y 
i nc r ease d * 

No one could remain in the suburbs; a slight, 
degree of control scarcely existed in the city* 
§ind under the eye of head-^juarter^. 

Those who conducted themselves in the most 
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horrible maoner in this march of liie French 
%xwy, were jkhe troops of the advanced guards 
^iefly. .Italiws, who robbed and pillaged op^y. 
After some boun^' employment on the first of 
Mjiy, the cry of '' ^ cAmi//'— To horse ! was 
suddenly heard at the head-quarters of Napoleon. 
It wap thougfait tibat he was merely about to mak« 
some. '' rMmnaiuance,'' for w> one was ai^quamted 
wMh the motive which induced him so rapidly t4 
^ange his bead-quarters. But from |he bill in 
front of WeifisenfeK the signal announcing the 
appearance c^ a line of enemy's cavalry, and 
strong posts of Gossacks»: had been made# They 
h9d. probably alarmed the bivouac, and thus 
occaskttied the assembling of the troops. Napoleon 
instabtly pceaented a mass of in&ntry, the oa<« 
¥a)fy nnrched upon Leisau and Bippach. The 
eorpe oINey was in advance, and at the head of the 
advanced guacd were Generals Souham and Keli- 
letnaan. The other corps, near which was Buonar 
parte in person, made a more forward movement 
by the right, on. the heights towwds Posema, to 
wait till the defile of Rippach should be occupied. 
The road passea oUiquely, by a gentle descent, 
through the village situated in a bottom; on the 
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tAhet sid^ it rises by an eq^^asK^fitJ^M/iicdfit^O 
heights, wMch are of Very, reaay defence, .whO«| 
hbdv^ and below the villages of Bappa^qh aud 
Bortsen, tiie banks of tbe Rtppachl are a liUle 
Meeper. . * . .!« !> 

r ' > Maishal Bessieres, Duke of Istria, colonel-g^i^'^ 
flit! of tlhd gaard, and who> ija that sitMation> yf^ 
not necessary to the attack of the defile, i](iarol]fe4 
in haste at the head of the tirdiUeurSi <vho;adr 
vanced by Mray of Rippach. The duke. ha4 
scarcely gained the side of a height occupied by 
tfe& artillery of tlie allies, when he fell, struck in the 
abdorten by a cannon-balL The fall of this 11% 
piDttant character was concealed from the troop? 
a^ miich^as possible, his body was immediately 
covered with a white sheet, and no mention w^s 
made of the accident* It was by a mere cbeance 
HJat the loss of a general or person of note could 
be^ekrned at head -quarters. After every battle 
the' most profound silence prevailed respecting thf 
iMe of those who had fallen, and the French 
feared to own at what a price they bought their 
pretendedwvibtories. .. f 

Wbeii the shaft of death had stricken any onf 
Ibe gmsa soon grew upon his tomb, and even: two 
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friends in their private eonversation seldom men? 
iioned the deceased. So accustomed imd the 
i^oldiers become during a long war to perpetual 
sacrifices, l^eir hearts being Uunted, and in- 
different to the loss of so many distinguished 
men, they regarded the death of their lHX>thers 
in arms with the same sangfroid as the fall of tlie 
leaves in autumn, expecting the deficiencksrto be 
rieplaced the following year; misery did not af? 
lect their feelings so lopg as it spared thfemisielves^ 
' The line of the Allies extended from the rQa4 
fe^ading to Lutzen and Leipsic, towards: Starswiet 
del; their cannon, planted between .tbo»^ tjWQ 
fil&ees, enfiladed the high-way, and gifeaUy imy 
ftbyed the French infantry formed in the: fieldi 
fey its side. ' - ^ 

The French had lost some hundreds of men ; 
kbt Want of simultaneous combinatioh in the 
movements of the troops newly raised was dearly 
perceived. The French generals themaelvas 
^complained that there waS' no ememMe ia .ti%e 
trttack; but the principal cause which ]%udAi^ 
their movements difficult, or at least retafide4 
tli&mf 'was> the defibiency of caValry* iTiiie. in- 
<Sa(njti7^ wenried by thelaboux^of tte pjaM^^diag 
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dtty^, was obliged to make head against the" 
enemy's cavalry, for the small number of cavalry 
the French had was insufficient for that purpose ; 
it consisted for the major part only of regiments 
of the guard, which was always kept in reserve; 
This campaign confirmed the opinion, that infari-' 
tipy, but not cavalry soldiers, may be easily made' 
of raw recruits: and Napoleon, who thought he 
could accomplish every thing by his power, shewed' 
by this miscalculation, occasi'oned by his pride, ' 
that an imperial order could not create a good' 
body of cavalry, as readily as it might a 'fortT*ess. 
The infantry of the Allies at first took the direction' 
ofPegau; the French had nothing to oppose their 
great masses, consequently they drove back the 
troops before them, and their bivouacs occupied 
the right and left of Lutzen. Napoleon, after having 
rapidly reconnoitred the environs, established his 
head-quarters in the town-hall of the place. 

The battle of Lutzen, in which Gustavus Adol- 
jflms had terminated his heroic career, seemed too 
much to occupy the attention of Napoleon, — 
With an intention perhaps of finding some coin- 
cidence of time and position, on the day folbw- 
ing, the second of May, he inquired with much 
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eagerness the day of that battle, the poiution of 
the armies, aad for the spot where Gustayus 
Adolpfaus had Mea*. Napoleoa did XK>t expect 
to be attacked on the day mentioned, nor in that 
position; consequently, the battle of GrosS'- 
GkBrschen, even if its result should be considered 
of a doubtful nature, ought to be ranked among 
the number of the ablest and most successful 
military operations of Napoleon. His different 
carpi d'armie were on the march to unite in the 
neighbourhood of Leipsic. The viceroy was 
moving towards Querfurt, and advanced by 
way of Mersebourg.in the night of the first and 
second of May ; his head quarters were at Etsch. 
Marshal Ney was at Kaia, a short league distant 
from Lutzen near Pegau. General Bertrand 

• I here take occasion to observe, for the reader who may re- 
quire die information, that the celebrated battle near Lutzen, in 
which the Swedes, notwithstanding the death of their king, de- 
feated the army of Wallenstein, was fought the 6th of Noyember, 
1632. The two armies, in presence of each other, had ap- 
proached so near, that they were separated only by the road 
from Lutzen to Leipsic. The fields of Pegau were in the rear of 
the Swedes, and the environs of Mersebourg in that of the 
Austrians. Thus between this and the second battle of Lutzen, 
as the French denominated it, there was no similarity, neither 
in the day or the position, for the field of battle extended on 
the side of Lutzentowards Zeitz and Pegau. 
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coming from Nuremberg, was crossing the moim^ 
tains, and a division of his army tocdc a adiare in 
the battle at the extremity of the right wing of 
the French. Napoleon in person was with the 
main body of the army on the road to LeipsijC* 
and had sent forward General Lauriston who 
was already between Schoenau and lindenau in 
the midst of the fire. The troops were majrching 
in close order, in the rear of each other, aiid 
Napoleon had already advanced at the head d 
his army towards Markranstadt, when the cannmi 
near Lindenau announced the beginning of this 
memorable day; then Buonaparte, whose atten- 
tion had perhaps been engaged by some report* 
halted and remained in meditation by the side of 
the road for half an hour. The troops advanced 
without stopping, and the fire of the artillery; 
continued near Lindenau. Suddenly bet;ween tei^i, 
and eleven o'clock, a brisk cannonade commence^ 
in the rear of the right flank, in the direction of 
great and little Goerschen. Mardial Ney was at 
Kaia, and its environs had been attacked with 
fury by the Prussians. Napoleon remaip^ 
silent, observed for some minutes the smoke and 
distant cannonade instantly changed l^s plan. 



c&tttMvydiamked lall tlie troops adiraneiag on tke^ 
ft^ad^a^d <}aQMd4Jiem4o retreat towards Lutsea.^ 
t^iwy^^weii'becoDJQeiFed tkat so rapid, a. change 
iif' th^^keetion of thepe masses, irlth tlie artilleFfi 
aUti'ba^gage, couMnot be effected without coii>' 
j^dl^table ^mbiirrftdsment. Daring these move* 
Aferitsj-Neyi although briskly pushed, maintaiiied 
Iftdi^V>Vigor(Aisly at his post ; Napoleon repair-^ 
^•'witbdAt delay to the point of attack upon 
JKaia; aikd'^the Wounded retired in great nomf. 
tfld% iKefote him, between that village and Lut* 
*ri. *^Ifis presence inspired the troops- with: 
e^AiMsiaim^ ^although Ney's corps . was com^. 
p6b^>b«rt of young conscripts^ who perhaps were? 
dibii' "Ibr the" first time in their lives und>er fiare*' 
^bitifeeTy a Hngle wounded' man passed before 
Bftonicparte without saluting him with the ac- 
dustomed t)ft;a/. Even tfiose who had lost a > 
limb, and in a few hours were to become'^ « 
prey of death, paid him that homage. Not ftfom : 
otie dying ^nthUHsiast alone did I hiear this ngirski 
tulatdry esrclaraation, but perhaps from fifty.^ 
AQ these men, bliDdfed by Che itius&ons of national: 
vfeiiityr voluntarily suff€«red themselves to be,o<ai-f 
duet€Ki 'toislkughtet; Napoleon himelf perodved 

VOL. I. E 
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the vast importance of this engagement in its 
fullest extent ; he was aware that he had but in- 
experienced young soldiers to oppose to practised 
troops, and wearied infantry to superior cavalry. 
The enthusiasm his presence inspired had to 
supply the place of experience and strength : he 
was particularly weak in artillery, an arm on 
which he greatly, nay, almost solely, depended, 
for he had, at that time, hardly two hundred and 
fifty guns with the corps assembled on the spot. 
At the moment of his arrival at Kaia the chance 
of battle appeared turned against him; Ney was 
obliged to yield to the courage of the Prussians. 
The loss was already very great on the French 
side, and was still increasing in the quarter men- 
tioned, by reason of the efforts made to take and 
retake the villages of Kaia and Rana, which are 
situated at a quarter of an hour's march from each 
other, in a plain interspersed with trees and 
ditchesfiill of water; they had been carried by 
assault; according to the French account, six or 
seven times. Kaia might be considered 1» the 
key of the position. The village did not, indeed, 
in point of situation, command the environs. The 
nequalities of ground about it were insignificant. 
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and tbe most ccMEisiderable heights were ia the 
neighbonrhood of Starsiedel. The latter positioA 
having in its front a canal which was difficult to 
cross, offisred notwitfaataiiding an excellent paini 
itappui for the two armies, and if that of the 
viceroy erf Italy had not threatened the right 
flank of the Prussians, the vig<Hous defence of this 
very point would have changed the issue of the 
battle in a manner much less favourable to the 
French. The name of the village of Kaia might 
have been, with greater reason conferred, on the 
battle of the 2d of May than that of Lutzen or 
Gross^Gcerschen ; for on the site of Kaia the 
military success of Napoleon began to change. 
If the Prussians had succeeded in penetrating for 
half an hour longer, the whole line of the French 
army on its march between Weisseniels and 
Leipsic would have been broken, and their 
cavalry might have acted with great success on 
its rear, in the direction of Weisseufels. Napo- 
leon was folly aware of this; he remained almost 
the whole of the day behind Kaia, in the direction 
of Lutzen, where his infantry, in echellons, and 
his old guard, had been placed in reserve near 

the cayalry. He exposed himself in this, more 

£ t 
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perhaps than in any of the subsequent engage- 
ments fought in Saxony, because he perceived 
how much the courage of the army, the opinion 
of the people, and the preservation of his charac- 
ter, (staked at a short distance from the French 
empire,) depended on gaining it. I never per- 
ceived more apparent signs of embarrassment in 
his countenance than on that day, at the moment 
when perhaps the third attack on Kaia and Rana 
had been repulsed ; and when one of his brigades, 
driven from the first of these villages, had betaken 
itself to a downright flight, Napoleon received 
a report from one of his orderly officers with a 
dreadftil " Ha ! ♦" He ordered it to be repeated 
to him, throwing at the same time a long, doubt- 
ful, and apprehensive look on Berthier, and 
Caulincourt, as if he would have said, *' Do you 
think my star is setting ?" 

The right wing of the French army was rested 
with diflSculty upon Starsiedel, which the day 

• This interjection " Ha r as pronounced by Napoleon, had so 
many meanings, and he uijderstood how to modulate it in such an 
astonishing manner, that it might be discovered at some distance 
if the news he received were good or bad : and when he appre- 
hended the sense of a discourse, he expressed in the most signifi- 
cant manner, by that monosyllable, his satisfaction or displeasure. 
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before had been occupied by General Girard. 
This village, as well as those of Klein Gcerschen 
and Kaia, became a prey to the flames. I cannot 
give any opinion concerning the movements of the 
French left wing, because it was both out of the 
reach of a distinct view, and hidden by a thicket 
on the edge of the canal*. Napoleon remained, 
it is true, chiefly with his guard ; but he often 
shewed himself, and at the. head of every corps 
which had newly come up. Accustomed on the 
day of battle to operate on the minds of his sol- 
diers before the engagement, by some action cal- 
culated to inspire enthusiasm, he did not neglect 
this occasion of animating their ardour, and. ex- 
citing their devotion. It is true, in this instance, 
the attack had been so sudden, that he had no 
leisure to distribute eagles, to promise crosses of 



* I here repeat, that far from aspiring to the honour of be- 
coming an historian,! adhere simply to the relation of what I per- 
sonally saw and heard. One who is not attached to the staff, 
cannot, of course, be acquainted with the relation of the different 
corps to each other, consequently can give no opinion on the 
detail of their manoeuvres; with respect to the ensemble of 
the operations, printed official reports which one has read, form 
the only authority. Where I to make use of these, my memoirft 
would assume the character of a treatise on tactical manoeuvre, 
which is foreign to my plan. 
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honour, or fii^moAon, miiieoceBaary metos with 
liis giiaird ; but he shewed bhnself to the troops, 
according to his custom, whe^ they attacked ; 
mid, as he gallopped down the hues, he was 
salute^ with vivatsj re-echoed from eohimn to 
cohimn. A short time before, Napoleon, far 
some faalt, had deprived a hsfttalion of its com- 
mander. He knew that diis officer, otherwise a 
very brave man, was exceedingly bdoved by his 
soldiers. He rode up to the front of the corps, at 
the head of which he repkced him, after addressing 
him in a short speech. The acclamations of joy 
jfrom that body resounded afar off; it immediately 
formed the head of a column which advanced to 
attack a height in the rear of Starsiedel. All the 
other regiments greeted him with acclamatioas, 
even amid the fire of artillery. The battie still 
.continued, and was kept -up in the neig hbourhood 
of Kaia, until half past six in the evening. Each 
side fought with a fury worthy of admiration, 
and the brave Prussians found plenty of employ* 
ment for the French. Their batteries near Goer- 
schen and Rana, played on the imperial guard, 
and several balls and grenades fell near Napoleon: 
an inspecteur des posies lost a leg close by him, 
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and eren buUets were whiatling aroqnd him. A 
vifliiblie embarrasament might be observed in tbe 
'pera(»iB of hia w^\Sh as the fire drew nearer, and 
Kaia, the pivot of tibte ei^gemeat, became en- 
danger^ : the moment arrived when all appeared 
lost on that point, and the reserve of the old guard 
was ejcpected to attack : then Count Lobau, an 
adjutant of Napoleon, and one of the moat intrepid 
of his gei^erals, placed himself, by his order, at 
the head oS, a division of the yoiu^ guard, to r^ 
take the position. As soon as this attack had 
succeeded. Napoleon directed another of his adju- 
tants, Drouot, general of the artillery, '^ to collect 
a battery of sixty pieces of cannon :"' he briefly 
pointed out to him the corps from which they were 
to be t^ken, and where they were to be posted- 
A movement of such importance, by a dozen words^ 
was made the work of the twinkling of an eye, so 
well hskd his officers learnt to cojtnprehend him. 
This battery, planted on the heights near Starsiedel, 
made a considerable impression in advance, dur- 
ing its fire, and Napoleon followed at the h^ad of 
the second column of attack ; this was a moment 
when h^ shewed himself in person, impelled by 
the ardent desire of victory. Qe flew from one 
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point to another, continually urging his troops on- 
ward to obtain some advantage of ground^ that the 
enemy, annoyed by the brisk fire of the artillery, 
might neither be able to maintain their position, 
nor persevere in their resistance. His columns 
were already marching over the carcases of the 
enemy's advanced guard, which had occupied the 
position ; already he had caused the small eminen- 
ces at the back of Starsiedel to be occupied, and he 
wished to pursue his advantages in the direction 
of Pegau, Prom sixty to eighty pieces of cannon 
continued their fire on the centre of the opposing 
army; Gross-Goerschen became a prey to the 
flames, and was carried; but the combined army 
remained firm on every point which 3^ chose 
vigorously to maintain, however incapable it might 
be of defence, and sustamed the battle till night 
had completely closed upon them. 

Napoleon called a Polish general of his suite, and 
said to him very briefly, " Go to Cracow, and say 
I have won a battle." This was the only despatch 
forwarded from the field of battle. The general 
immediately departed. Nothing more was now 
to be seen than the flashes of the guns, which were 
about to cease firing ; the position of the pieces 
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could not be discovered. The villages on fire 
lighted np the horizon in three places, when a body^ 
of cavalry advanced with as little noise as possible, 
in close order, up to the battalions formed in 
squares, behind which was Napoleon. I believe, 
if it had approached rapidly, two hundred paces 
nearer, he would have been taken prisoner, with 
all his suite ; for the attack, ajid the fire of the 
French musketry, were so close together, and the 
darkness so great, that friend could not be dis- 
tinguished from foe. At that moment the suite of 
Napoleon suddenly dispersed. Napoleon himself 
disappeared for some minutes, and every one 
anxiously inquired, "Where is the Emperor?" Such 
was the scene that terminated this gigantic en- 
gagement. The attack of cavalry, which indicated 
on the enemy's side an energy inspired by a calm 
confidence in his means, was, in fact, repulsed by 
the French infantry; but Napoleon was unable to 
ascertain whether there might not be some nu- 
merous masses on his flanks or rear, ready to create 
a diversion. 

I shall not inquire whether it might not have 
been advantageous for the Allies to continue the 
attack on the line of junction of the French at 
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Weisaenf^ with bodies of Ugkt ttoop^, and nhoy^ 
aUwHlbcays^ry; fi>r,intiieinj03t dil^]iii?oi^ event, 
tkere would itill have remaisied, for a columu so 
Qomposed) an op^s^ retreat to Torgau, by cross- 
ing the EJbe ; apd these tropps would have, at all 
evej^ts, caused infinite damage to ti^e French army » 
yrhile the Isttter, fpr yfmX of cavalry* could have 
oc<^sione4 them very Uttle. 

The uneasiness epte^taine^ &0H^ |he expectation 
of a similar att^el^ obliged the troops to remam 
formed m squares of battalions, durii^ the night 
of thjB 24 and 34 of May. When Napoleon, who 
had returned to his head-quarters at Lutzen, after 
ten at night, quitted them the following morning 
at break of d^y, tq view the field of battle, the 
tropps preserved the same order. 

Then the loss of men, experienced by the French 
s^rmyimi^htbe estimated; the fieldrhospitals were 
1^ a 4r9ftdfi)l state of aptivity, a^d near the villager 
of {^^ and ^ana> almost the entire surfac^e of the 
ground was strewed with the dead. There might 
be reckoned on this spot, where indeed the ba|tle 
hskd bjepn mosjt murderous, from t^o to tliree 
thousand killed ; tj^e greater part on the French 
sid$.. The. young assailants had encaumtered for- 
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midable adversaries in the Prussian guard, and 
the ditches were iiUed with the dead bodies of 
the former. At a rough guess, the French loss 
Slight he calculated s^ six w eight thousand men, 
and double the number of wounded; the loss of 
the Russian and Prussian combined armies, could 
hardly be esteemed so great. I estimate the 
strength of the French army on that day at about 
a hundred and twenty, or a hundred and thirty, 
thousand men, as the corps of the Viceroy, Ney, 
Macdonald, Mortier, Marmont, and Bertrand, 
were all united*. 

The observer of historical events may remark a 
wonderful diflferrace between former battles, and 
those of the present day, when he recollects that 
in the first battle of Lutsep, although the two con- 
tending parties did not, together, amount to more 
than forty thousand men, their aggregate loss was 
computed at nine thousand killed ; at least one 
fourth of the c(unbatwts. 

Of all the reports of military events, which ih^ 
French papers contsuaed^ that of the battle of 

* There was, as has been observed, but the advanced guard, 
or apart of the latter corps engaged, and Lauriston kept aloof 
n^Er4»uide»au. 



60 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

Lutzen was distinguished as being the most 
faithful : the progress of the action was fairly re- 
presented, but, as usual, the Prussian loss was 
exaggerated, and the French diminished. Na 
mention was made of the general officers who were 
killed or wounded. Nevertheless, General Grumer^ 
one of those who were most dangerously hurt^ 
died on the night of the battle, at Lutzen. The 
allied armies lost but few men as prisoners, and, 
as far as I could learn, none of their cannon were 
captured. They carried off all their wounded. 
Under cover of their excellent and numerous 
caval]ry, they made a fine retreat, similar to 
those we had so often occasion to admire in the 
Russian campaign. The want of cavalry pre- 
vented the French army from deriving any great 
advantage from the retreat of the enemy. The 
principal fruit of the battle for the French, was 
thus reduced to the possession of that part of un-^ 
fortunate Saxony situated on the right bank of 
the Elbe. 

On the morrow of the engagement which had 
been so warmly contested. Napoleon was saluted 
by the lively ^acclamations of his troops, formed in 
squares of battalions. He passed several brigades 
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in review, and minutely examined the position of 
the preceding day. 

The fine military appearance which prevailed 
in the new army, that had sprung, as it were, out 
of the ground, by the touch of a magic wand, was 
truly admirable. Although the excesses of the 
French soldiery could not be contemplated without 
disgust, the military spirit, the activity on the 
march, and the courage of the young troops, so 
hastily raised, and suddenly opposed to expe* 
rienced soldiers, excited astonishment. 

Napoleon remained for several hours ^y the great 
fire of the bivouac, which was burning near a strong 
battalion of the old guard formed into a square, not 
far from Gross Goerschen. He there awaited a new 
attack, upon the left wing near Leipsic, which was 
to be made imder the direction of the Viceroy of 
Italy; he remained in a state of inaction, until about 
half^past nine, when the roaring of cannon was 
heard : the rear-guard of the enemy still occupied 
the hills in the direction of Pegau, about two 
leagues from Lutzen, although the main body of their 
army had passed through the village. Strong co- 
lumns of cavalry were still observed near Hohen- 
M^lsen and Zeitz ; they retired towards Alten-* 
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berg and Chemnite, to take the direction of 
Dresden. 

Napoleon gate orders for the subsequent 
march of his anaiy, from a small hill near the 
road, a point which had perhaps been chosen 
l^e day before, by the aUied monarchs for their 
obfiiervittkms. He might {probably be desirous 
of throwing the enemy's rear-guard into disorder ; 
axid he wished a divisicm to p*ess it on the march 
between Pegau and Zwenkau. The dday of air 
general who did not ^proach him as fast as 
he destred> greatly enraged him. Faus rsmpez 
/^— — e, *' You creep — -/' he exclaimed. The 
attempt to pursue was notwithstanding fruitl^s ; 
for the allied army, as I have remarked, had so 
well disposed its retreat, that only a few skir- 
mishes took place between its rear-guaid and 
the advanced :guard c^ the French, under tiie 
Vieepoy ^ Italy, near Harta, Nossen, and Wils- 
dm^ on the following days, bef(n*e the occupation 
of Dresden. 

The imperial headquarters were removed on 
the 3d of May to Pegau, on the 4rti to Boraa, 
andonthe^hto Colditz. The King of Saxony 
was at that time at Prague. The Emperor sent 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 63 

him intelligence of the result of the battle at 
Lutzen, and also informed hhn, that he hoped 
in a few days to enter Dresden. It appeared 
however to be his intention^ to pass the Elbe 
near Kcenigstein; in case the Allies should under- 
take to defend the capital*. He sensibly ex- 
perienced the want of cavalry, for he frequently 
pressed the King of Saxony, to send him two 
regiments of cuirassiers, still in Franconia. 
Uncertain as to the state of Torgau, Napoleon 
embraced every opportunity of inquiring the 
fate of that fortress, and of Dresden. He even 

• He asked a peasant who had lately returned from Dresden, 
if the Emperor would be a welcome guest in that capital : the 
latter frankly answered him, '^ The Emperor would, but not 
his soldiers.'' The Russians were better liked than the French, 
because they were not so lavish of blows. Buonaparte then 
inquired of the peasaiit, if the inhabitants of Dresden, were 
much incensed by the blowing up of their bridge ? " Tis of no 
consequence ; twill be rebuilt,'* he replied with a smile, shrug- 
ging up his shoulders. Napoleon, however, never sttd a 
. word about paying for the repairs. We shall speak by and by 
of those traits of generosity, towards which he sometimes felt an 
inclination. A generosity amounting to very little, because ex- 
penses of that description, coukL seldom be tcfken from bia privy- 
purse ; and the embarrassment and urgent nature of his affairs 
rarely permitted his return to complete such objects. This was 
the case with the sorry indemnity, he granted to the itthcibitfiiits 
of Bischofs-Werda, whose town he at one time announced his 
intention to rebuild. 



6* CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

sent General Tbielmann to the governor of Torgau, 
to inform him of the victory he had gained at 
Lutzen, and that he had placed a Saxon corps 
under the command of Marshal Ney, virho was 
at Leipsic ; he recommended him to open a com- 
munication with the marshal, to send into the 
field all the troops of his garrison fit for service, 
leaving but two thousand men in the citadel. 
At Woldheim, the bridge had been burnt by the 
Russians ; the march of the army was stopped till 
it could be repaired. However, the cavalry and 
light infantry were able to cross by a ford, and 
Buonaparte himself was constrained to do the 
same. 

It may here be observed, that although he was 
a bad horseman, he often abandoned himself 
entirely to the direction of his horses, which 
were generally small and poor in appearance ; he 
frequently risked his person in narrow swampy 
ways, in dreadful and dangerous roads, and in 
crossing rivers. The grand equerry, who, by 
the nature of his office, went immediately before 
him, was commonly engaged in finding the most 
practicable places. 

Napoleon himself remarked at one time with 
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much naivete, that he had learned a great many 
things, but had never been able to make himself 
a complete horseman. His make was not indeed 
calculated for equitation. When he gallopped 
he sat carelessly in the saddle, generally holding 
the reins in bis right hand, while the upper part 
of his body was jumbled, as the horse went on, 
forward, or on one side, and his left hand hung 
negligently down. If the horse made a false 
fatep, he immediately lost his balance. On the 
■^th of May, Napoleon proceeded from Waldheim 
to Noss^i ; the Viceroy of Italy, with the ad- 
vanced guard, as far as the vicinity of Wilsdruf ; 
the fifth corps (Tarmie, under General Lauristcm 
approstehed near Meissen ; the fourth, under Ge- 
neral Bertrand, remained between Mitweida and 
Freyburg. The following day Buonaparte's 
head-quarters were to have remained at Wilsdruf. 
But as he approached that small town, as usual, 
at the head of his staff, he received intelligence, 
tbat the advanced guard of the viceroy had arrived 
at Dresklen ; Napoleon immediately said to an 
dfficer of bis svyte, '' Go to Dresden, bring the 
deputation of the city to me ; I have appointed 
General Durosnel commandant of Ikes4eii. — , 

VOL. I. F 



66 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

Gallop all the way/' It was of much importance 
to him in this, as in similar cases« to secure a 
good reception. 

Dresden, although filled with sad and anxious 
inhabitants, appeared in all the lustre of approach- 
ing spring. Her circling hills bedecked with 
opening flowers, were covered with French 
warriors. — ^With pain the Saxon patriot saw in 
his imagination that beautiful abode, abandoned 
by the father of his country, become the theatre 
of crime, the prey of bands, whom want and suiFer- 
ing inspired with brutal passions. Already on 
either side of the city arose black clouds of smoke ; 
the Russians in their retreat had abandoned to 
the flames two bridges, one of timber-work near 
Ubigau, the other, at the upper part of Dresden, 
formed of well-pitched boats. The latter floated^ 
burnt and smoking to the water's edge, and, im- 
pelled by the wind, fixed itself across the front of 
the great bridge over the Elbe at Dresden ; this 
was no longer passable, since Davoust had caused 
two of its arches to be blown up, and the tem- 
porary wooden bridge which the Russians had 
erected was broken down. The most profound 
tranquillity existed in the ^city> and was only inter- 
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rupted by some reports of caanon from the right 
bank of the Elbe. Towards noon, not a soldier 
of the Allies was to be seen. The last of the 
Cossacks crossed the river on their horses, by 
swimming, the citizens had takbn charge of the 
gates. The other inhabitants, in expectation of 
what might happen, assembled near their houses, 
full of anxiety concerning the issue of the pending 
movements of the armies. The Emperor Alexander 
had quitted the city at one o'clock the preceding 
night, and the King of Prussia in the morning : 
the allied army had fallen back upon Bautzen ; 
it still, however, occupied Neustadt and the 
heights on the right bank of the Elbe. The de- 
puties of the council met Napoleon about half a 
league from Dresden, on the road to Preyberg, 
not far from the office for the receipt of imposts 
belonging td the highways. 

After a compliment, in which they recommended 
the city to his protection, he asked them in a 
brisk and harsh tone of voice, "Who are you ?*' 
" Members of the municipality." " Have you 
supplies of bread V- The magistrates of a city, 
exhausted by supplies afforded to all the troops 
Vhich had already occupied Saxopy, were hardfy 

F 8 
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able to afford him a satisfactory reply; and if 
indeed the most necessary wants of the new 
comers could have been supplied, the shortest 
stay of these enormous masses would have threat- 
ened to reduce to the worst extremities a city 
worthy of compassion. The abominable prin- 
ciple, that every thing was possible, (a maxim 
which sets aside all inquiry whether the resources 
of a state are exhausted or not, or ^if millions of 
inhabitants may not be consigned to misery,) dic- 
tated to him the reply, " Let bread, meat, and 
wine be furnished/ He then turned his horse's 
head towards the suburb of Pima, traversed the 
ramparts of the city, as far as the road leading to 
Pilnitz, where he alighted, and proceeded on 
foot, with his grand equerry and a page, in the 
open country to the spot where the Russians had 
established their bridge of boats. The viceroy 
went before, and conducted him alone near the 
bank of the Elbe, whence the enemy's posts might 
be descried on the <3Aher side. Several balls were 
discharged fromthrheigfktB on the opposite shore ; 
afterwards the^firrngjoeased ; it would indeed have 
been ridiculous to fire on two single men, for the 
led horses .and ilie. suite olwiitys remained in small 
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clusters at a proper distance in the rear. But if 
the enemy could have divined that the blood- 
thirsty chief was in sight, the shower of balls 
certainly would not so soon have ceased. As 
the passage of the Elbe could not be effected in 
that quarter, Buonaparte resolved to attempt it 
lower down, at Priesnitz or ITbigau.. Therefore, 
after having made some observations from the 
left bank of ^e river at the suburb of Pima, and 
inquired the means of procuring boats» planks, 
and workmen, in a short time, he gallopped in 
person beyond Fredericstadt, towards the place 
already mentioned near Ubigau* The bridge of 
rafts which remained at that place was indeed 
separated from the left bank of the Elbe, but 
two thirds of it were still loft, stewly burning, 
adhering to the other side of .the river, and no 
troops were ported by the enemy to watch that 
point. » 

Not even a Cossack was. to be seen. Some 
of the body-guard immediately got on board 
the small boats they had procured, and with the 
assistance of several workmen, the fire, which 
burned but weakly, was extinguished, and the 
bridge towed to the left bank of the river. Buona- 
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parte gave directions instantly to collect carpenters 
and materials to establish on the spot a bridge of 
rafts. But, in the first place, troops were as- 
sembled, who entrenched themselves the follow- 
ing night on the right bank of the river, to cover 
the workmen occupied in the re-construction of 
the bridge, llie Allies observed this project. 
They might well be surprised at so prompt an 
expedient to facilitate the passage of an army so 
cditeiderable as the French, On the morning, 
therefore, of the 9th of. May, they despatched a 
strong body of troops on* the road which leads to 
Meissen, through the villages of Wachau and 
Pischen, and the inhabitants of Dresden were 
awakened by a fire of cannon and musketry pro- 
ceeding from the direction of Neustadt. Buona- 
parte, accompanied by a single adjutant,had repair- 
ed at three o'clock in the morning to the rampart 
near the Faussebraye, and had given direations for 
placing some pieces. of canaon^ which about noon 
silenced the enemy's fire: ;that 6f the tirailleurs was 
prolonged, during the whole day, on the opposite 
sides of the Elbe, and no one dared appear on the 
bridge: two guns, covered by entrenchments; 
fired from Neustadt upon the square of the castle. 
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and catholic church of St. Nicholas. Many of 
the inhabitants were killed and wounded in the 
morning: towards noon' the cannonade began in 
the plains of Ubigau. The Russians wished to 
prevent the construction of the bridge, and 
had brought a great number of guns to bear 
upon that point. The woody hills near Ubigau 
were favourable to the establishment of the bat- 
teries ; the killed and wounded became numer- 
ous. * 

Buonaparte placed himself at a short distance, 
near a powder magazine, that had been aban- 
doned, and the wood of which was converting to 
the construction of the bridge ; he personally 
directed the measures for repulsing the enemy. 
The Russians bi-ought* up about fifty or sixty 
pieces, which they planted along the banks of 
the Elbe. Before any other person could have 
observed their number, Buonaparte had arrang- 
ed the necessary dispositions. '' A hundred 
pieces of cannon !" he exclaimed, in a voice like 
thunder, to General Drouot, who hastened to bring 
ikem up, and placed a part upon the heights of 
Priesnitz, an advantageous position, a part near 
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the spot called *' the shoemaker's house," and 
some at the end of the avenue of Ostra*. 

The cannonade was very serious. The Russiau 
batteries swept the entire surface of the fields, 
between Fredericstadt and Preisnitz. But the 
position of the French was much more advan- 
tageous than that of the Russians, as far as the 
hiU already mentioned, clothed with wood or vines 
extended, and which covered the Russians near 
Ubigau. Several bullets and grenades fell near 
Buonaparte ; one of the latter tore a piece of 
plank from the partition* of the powder magazine, 
and projected a splinter near his head. *'Ifit 
had touched my body it would have been all 
over," said he, taking up the splinter and ex- 
amining it. A few minutes after, a grenade fell 

* When Drouot returned from Priesnitz, and gave Buona- 
parte an account of the execution of his orders, the latter was 
not very well pleased wji,th the disposition of the guns ; and 
in the first transport of his displeasure, he shook the general 
by the ears: Drouot was not abashed, but assured him in a 
modest but d^tensiiiied manii^r that -they could not be better 
placed. , Then N^poleon;'s discontented air gave way* to a 
friendly smile. He appeared to pass it off as a joke, and 
became trah<iuil: Similar emotions of anger Wfere not singular 
1?ith him, as I shall have occasion to observe in the sequel. 
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between him and an Italian regiment, which had 
halted twenty paces in his rear. The Italians 
shrunk a little to avoid the effect of the explo- 
sion. He observed it ; and turning towards them, 
exclaimed with a contemptuous smile ! Ah! cujonu 
nan fa mak*. At last the situation became 
rather disagreeable, and he directed his steps 
beyond Cotta, and behind an elevated road near 
Leute-witz, towards Priesnitz. The Russians 
remarking on a sudden his numerous suite, which 
until then had remained behind in a hollow, sent 
a shower of balls whistling in their rear* In the 
mean time about two battalions had passed the 
river, which, posted at the head of the bridge 
that was begun, were to clear the other side of 
the shore. The tirailleurs, under cover of the 
batteries, drove from point to point the Russian 
infantry. The enemy's cavalry, from sixteen to 
eighteen squadrons strong, lay near Trachau 
and Caditz, and were no longer engaged. Pro- 
bably the rear-guard of the Allies, which was to 
oppose the passage of the French army at this 
point, had been reinforced by them, while the 

* Ah ! rascals, it will do you no harm. 
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main body of the allied army retreated on Bis- 
chofswerda, Pulsnitz and Radeberg. 

In this engagement some himdreds of men were 
loist on both ^ides : the head of the bridge re- 
mained in possession of the French, and the 
Russians abandoned Ubigau> of which the former 
possessed themselves. But the' works of the 
bridge became, notwithstanding, very difficult; 
the stream in that place was deep, and somewhat 
rapid, and cables, anchors, with other apparatus, 
were wanting. After two days' labour, these ob- 
stacles interrupted the construction of this bridge, 
and it yras judged more useful to set about the 
restoration of that of Dresden, over the Elbe. This 
undertaking was favoured by the retreat of the 
Allies, which continued the following night. The 
troops at Neustadt, and its neighbourhood, moved 
off by degrees, and on the morning of the 10th of 
May, some bands of Cossacks were alcme dis- 
coverable. The Russian generals, Ulanow, St. 
Priest, and Miloradowitsch, did not leave Neu- 
stadt till night. 

.Buoilaparte> hastened with the greatest activity 
to restore the passage over the Elbe j h^ passed a 
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part of the day upon the bridge, the re-construction 
of which he intrusted to his Adjutant-colonel 
Bernard. By the help of long fire-ladders the 
light infantry crept over that part which had been 
blown up, and having passed it, secured the en- 
virons of Neustadt. Buonaparte himself, with all 
his staff, took a part in this escalade, in order to 
acquaint himself with the state of the bridge. 
Some cannon were put on board the old ferry- 
boats which the French had found. He promised 
a gold Napoleon to pay the passage of each vessel. 
The whole of that day, and the following night, 
were employed in the reparation of the bridge ; 
and in the course of twenty hours, seven piles 6f 
wood were secured, and covered in such a manner, 
that on the morning of the 11th of May, about ten 
o'clock, the whole army of the viceroy, and even 
its artillery, were enabled to cross. The celerity 
of this operation put Buonaparte in good humour, 
and he hardly quitted the bridge during the 
whole day, over which be saw the troops of the 
viceroy, of General Bertrand, and a part of Mar- 
mont's corps, pass. He placed himself at his ease 
on a stone seat, casting his eyes towards his 
dear cannon, and his undisciplined children of the 
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war, who rent the air with their acclamations, and 
were about to carry in their train misery and die- 
spaii^ from the left to the right bank of the Elbe. 

The King of Saxony, who still ^remained at 
Prague, wais directly informed of all that passed; 
After the arrival of Buonaparte at Dresden, by the 
government in immediate commission. Buonaparte 
had pressed him, both by word of moUth and by 
letter, to quit Prague, and return to his capital': 
the miserable situation of the country, and even 
the place of his own residence, both consigned a 
prey to the arbitrary acts and extortions of the 
French army, made a profound impression on the 
mind of the kind father of his people. He at 
length resolved to console and cheer his subjects 
with his presence, by yielding to their wishes, 
and returning to Dresden. ^ There were at the 
same time strong symptoms that thie court of 
Austria was about to declare for the t*ausedf the 
Allies. But its army was not in a siatte imme- 
diately to .take an active part iii the war, and until 
that moment should arrive, Saxony would be a 
country altogether ruined, if, as had already hap- 
pened, by the sad effects of existing relations, she 
continued to be ravaged by the French, she might. 
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in secret, accuse her chief of having neglected an 
expedient for her welfare. 

It must be believed that considerations such as 
these, determined the paternal spirit of the king 
to return to Dresden. Any delay on his part 
would have irritated the despot, and exposed the 
unfortunate country to all his fury. The king s 
real intention was, therefore, to make a sacrifice to 
his people, although the su|)mittiDg of his troops 
to the orders of the FreniC^h, gave his resolution the 
appearance of personal ambition. Indeed he wfts 
treated as a friend by him*, who, of all the men of 
Qur age, has made the greatest sacrifices to thsit 
passion: the whole world, however, knows how 
repugnant it was to the heart of Frederic Augustus, 
and posterity will at once pity him, and judge pf 
his conduct with impartiality. 

The return of the king proceeded but slowly. 
Whether hie were really retarded by the in^rmities 
of age, pr by indisposition, or that he alr^94y 
f*eqkooed on some steps to be taken by the covert 
of Austria, capa.ble of protecting his kingd9i|]\^; 
pei^^ lyj^re de^spatched unsvQcessfuUy, during 
tiyo,iqJ)o;W]iug days $q,mee,t }fxm^ At last, on tb/s 
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12th of May, he entered Dresden, in the midst of 
a solemnity, arranged by Napoleon, Nothing was 
more flattering to the pride of that monarch than 
to decide the fate of Princes. He wished, there- 
fore, to appear that day in the character of the 
victorious restorer of a German sovereign, whom 
he protected ; and he collected with this view, 
around lum, all which could render, in the present 
circumstances, the appearance of his army im- 
posing, and contribute to his own splendour. The 
guards lined the way from the castle to the front, 
of the city. The cavalry, drawn up on the outside 
of the camp at Pirna, by the side of the road, was 
put in motion. They trampled under foot the 
^wing crops, so promisiofg; in appearance, and 
which would have been of so much service in the 
year of scarcity that followed. The cavalry con- 
sisted of chasseurs, grenadiers, dragoons, Polish 
lancers, (the best 'troops of that arm,) with the 
gendarmerie d'ilite. The flying artillery of the 
guard was posted at the extremity of the wing, 
opposite Grunau. 

Napoleon himself regulated the arrangement of 
the troops, and when all were in order, he' sent an 
officer to the King of Saxony, who was waiting on ^ 
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horse-back, with a slender retinue, at the gate of 
the great garden, to invite him to repair to one of 
the small bridges on the road from Pima, where 
he intended to embrace him, and where he ac- 
tually did receive him. The King experienced an 
emotion of joy at the sight of his capital ; but that 
feeling could not allay the grief caused by the 
rigorous calamities which afflicted his kingdom. 
Having alighted a few paces before he came to the 
place of rendezvous, he was welcomed by Napo* 
leon, who conducted him into the city with the 
roaring of cannon, the ringing of bells, and the ac- 
clamations of the troops. Napoleon told the depu- 
tation of the council who came to receive the 
monarchs at the ent^nce of the city, that they 
were under an obligation for the sentiments and 
^return of the king, and for the moderation with 
which they were treated. The joy of seeingagain, 
as a protector, within the walls of Dresden, a be- 
loved sovereign, stifled, for a moment, the grief 
occasioned by present calamity, and the sad pros, 
pect of the future. It was thought that the suf- 
ferings endured, that the extraordinary, influx of 
innumerable troops, which had oppressed the 
country fvimx the commencement of thp spring. 
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would soon Ife at m^ Q^d ; and wotild temi)^^tBii9f 
some eveat or pther, 'perhaps by j^rjirt ace ob tfee 
bai^s.qf 4tjie Oder aad Vistula; c Saxony* bad 500 

. po^er t^ .pjFotect the^ property of its^ inbal^itaiitgfy 
by tbe exertipa oi their own strength* Th^ aibaoh 
dpned themselves, by degri6es,40 tfea* swtl'^of^ni- 

^ sensibility >^hich geizes on tiie possester>olxa 
peaiceful cottage, when he see& bm littfa^tfill 
destroyed by the flames \ft cannot arresfe./ rShflS 
waa particularly jthe case with the villager situateft 
on the route of the army, where <ft»s inundaticiiitdf 
troops had long appeared to annihilate ePeiy^sxxipB 
of relief for that year. ' ' •' iniv^mro^ 

The patriotic Saixons attributed, with Jiiwtioe^ 
the: misfortunes which extended met thet wfadlerbf 
Si^xony, to the premature incursion of the^Eimbh 
into the north. It was a calamitous ^citcli^iar 
the!i39L to behold, not only a large portion: :6fi 4lieir 
country co^8un[|ed by undisciplk^ Imdds^r^)!^; 
thair refiipeeted king, (whose pacific • kielinattons 
if#f6 repi^^nastt tci such an €[Xtrao]:iditmrj^8tate>^ 
things^ so &tal to aQthority,).iiiitfae'iilandso£i^ 
ipaii> who^ attached to his ofcetestable pkini^by ati 
inimutable tenadty, caved not if partite ^ovinf^ed, 
wj^hmilUobdiof tMi'^H^^It^^ tictitti 
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ofhisfolty. No part of this situation could, how- 
ever, be altered. We beheld, then, the king re- 
called to his capital, by the spoiled child of for- 
tune, from that moment his imperious friend ; at the 
same time the protection granted to the prince, 
served to manifest the power of the protector, 
who endeavoured to shew him more distinguished 
attention, than he had ever testified to any Ger- 
man prince, his ally. The former proofs of esteem 
he had given the king during his stay at Paris, 
and in many subsequent instances, did not a little 
contribute to give an air of sincerity to an amicable 
connexion, founded rather upon policy, at the time 
on which we treat, than on the real sentiments of 
the heart. Napoleon, who never lost sight of his 
ultimate aim, hastened thenceforth to inform the 
king of every thing which could be agreeable to 
him, console him, or procure him some tranquillity 
of mind, respecting the fate of his kingdom. 

No Sunday, no festival passed, without Napo- 
leon gravely hearing mass. If the army made 
the smallest progress, the King of Saxony was im- 
mediately informed of it. In every departure w 
return of Buonaparte, during the "progress of the 
campaign, he never omitted seeing the king in per- 

VOL. I. G 
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son, or coiivcymghimiu& greeting.^ To tbis ainifli^ 
bility, which Kapolson. ki^ew ho\r» to di^lity> m 
the most &«ciiiatiiig iteiimer; wben he ohose^^w/ia 
added the deep imj^Mssion he produceil ^ on . th^ 
kitig» hia fiimily, and tbe inhabitaists, the dayji^f 
the battle before Dresden; whea faasttening'frMa 
Silesia by a precipitate march, after baring viewed 
the formidable army of fa^ enemies, he attacd^ed 
it with his almost ealmuated troops, but wfaoie 
courage was still proof, and pot it lo the jtqiiI. 
This last favour (whichmay be compared to the note 
of the dyihg swan) Oif that fortune whose dectiae 
might well have been divined, but hardly with cer- 
tainty^ while the armies of his nsarshals were^not 
annihilated, had, in a manner^ forged aneiTV^ the 
fetters of the king. The result was, that when.at 
length fortune punished temerity, the King of 
l^axony, faithful to his promises, wad the last t^ 
burst his ties to Napoleon; and he onlydetefP- 
mined on that step, ^hen his duty towards his 
subjects, obliging him to remain in his kingdoio^ 
dictated to him at the same time, to have recourse 
to the magnaninaity and equity of the. victoriq^p 
Allies. •^-'•'' ' 

Napoleon reniained until the 18th of Mg^y aji 
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DMflBden; he had several cofirvemtions with the 
fciii^. He examined attentsvdy the environB of 
the city, more especially Ubigau> in > which direb- 
tton a caimoiiade was heard. He passed in re- 
view various divisions of troope on their arrival ; 
he obtained two regiments of cuirassiers from th^ 
King of Saxony, to replace those he had ejrposod 
to destruction since his retreat ftomMosco w<. He 
l^hliegandulyto appreciate. the value of each 
tavalry. soldier fit for service*;. . . 

^ tt Vas the custom of Napoleon to consider,' mintitelyj Ae 
liliUtvgf.bMde after thjsrengagteiinent^ whenever- time wo^ldfierT 
mit. I^e appeared, by examining the positions which the enemy 
had occupied, to wish to inform himsetf of his strength, and p6- 
Wral^klirpiatts. Ifa stopped, wiA^appaiclait intetevt, a^i^ertfiii 
9mt9 otgto^^d which seemed to strike hi^ attention, ornear the 
dead and wounded of the enemy i I have seen hiih make his own 
«argeon alight by the side oMhe Russians who stiH esliibtted 
49m£ f fgfs of life, to see if it were possible to sare tbf m. 

In Silesia, he one day exclaimed, on a similar occasion, '^ If 
jie can be saTied, there will at lea^st be one le«* o^ them:'* h» 
mating wa9) of tboict jiv^o wi^ personally, hai^ ma, <»r^. of vi^» 
death I have been the. causa: and he gaye orders to one of the 
officers who accompanied him to remam^ and direct the wounded 
nitai^a be carried iAto the- villaj^e. By, these £sig^ed. denun^ 
0fif^mot^exif^it^ \^ wished to msd^ it iipderatood« thfi^t 
necessity alone constrained him to sacrifice the lives of so many 
^en. Indeed it might be thought that some eyil genius urged 
bim OQ, in spite of himflelf. How could he else have remamfd 
^nsensibl^ to the nuinerpus other evils he occasioned. When 
I^apoleon went over the field of battle^ the French who |rertt 

G8 
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On the 12th of May the Russians had takefii 
Bischofswerda by assault, and the French had set 
it on fire in several plistces; Marshal Ney wi Ih 4is 
corps had passed the Elbe near Torgau. He ad- 
vanced towards Berlin, and received orders in 
following the right bank of the river, to 'direct 
himself upon Spremberg and Hoyerswerda- It 
was not till the 15th, at night, that an aide-de-cdrnp 
of this marshal arrilr^, bringing information io 
Buonaparte. Immediately after his arrival, pre- 
parations were made for breaking up the head- 
quarters. In the mean time, on the 16th at nigjtt, 
the Austrian general, Count Bubna, had oncieihore 
an audi^ce with Napoleon, which lasted until 
two o'clock in the morning. It is probable that 
the substance of the generars communications 
was, that the court of Austria found itdelf Ifess 
disposed than ever to make a common cause witiii 
Buonaparte; but the latter constantly flattered 

killed, had generally been interred, and the wounded of that 
nation removed. It was weir known that the sight of his losses 
was disagreeable to him. I have seen the Prince of Wagram, 
Oerthier,) frequently evince msu-ks of compassion at the sight of 
the wounded, and charge the officers of his staff to see them 
taken care of; ' notwithstanding which^ on dther oecasiofis, lie 
would speak with the most disgusting indifference of the horrors 
of war as inevitable misfortunes. 
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liiiiifiielf be should be able tp* win over that power 
)by hid dazzling prcnmses, and he did not abandon 
ii^ hope till after the termination of the arnustice. 
, When on the 18th Buonaparte quitted Dresden, 
Jbe wa8> according to custom, on horseback^ en- 
tvironed by his marshals^ aides-de-camp, and a 
numerous retinue. • The king accompanied him to 
tho «pot called the Bath, on the way to Bacolzen. 
The heat was excessive, and the dust stifling. 
Napoleon was alone in the van^ absorbed in deep 
rdbction. After some time, he called the grand 
equerry Caulincourt, and conversed with him only, 
during that day's nmrch of three German miles, 
(or six leagues.) ^ This accomplished diplomatist, 
appeared frequently to possess more of his confi- 
dence than the Duke of Bassano, (Maret.) His 
great devotion and attention to evei^ part of the 
personal service of Napoleon, an attention .which 
extended to the most minute detail, had obtained 
for him the privilege of speaking to his master with 
a degree of freedom ; and, I believe, in consequence 
of the cool and sound judgment for which he was 
distinguished, he did not neglect to represent to 
Buonapfl^e all that he had to apprehend, as well 
from the disposition of Austria, as from the plan 
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a^ppted by the eaflwy, to emiJoy *l^eKf%?^rfi;9»SBff, 
ixx ajinaymg thfi #?ai]5^ ?v«4 rear pf .t^.^Ef^nj?!^ 
army-, ,l?,ut it is ?yeU bapwn t^at Kapjol^u,. trwfti 
iijig^ to ,bi^ i^iUiftg. pla)Qpt,.and Ws* gen^v^r^.n^^r, 
li^ter^d ^Q adwcp or reiaoB&traucei^, an4lM*^^ 
every t]bgl»g, i^ tbie .per^utaBm that hiis? ^oewes' 
i^aul4cottxi»ijtgr^tfat^lt3. ,Thiawa»p^cubdylil|f 
ca$e4ui;pg tl^ seeoBd partof the oampaigii^ F^ofii 
tbe.A^SitrJflPShhai^. declared thcwwlvies. ." y ppft 
^itt see," ,s5%id Jth^fionfidaatspf Buwaparte, w,hj[> 
j^ :^ph^ed J^ ftpinio^j ." You wiU see them coiapfc 
mi^/^rord; . ^iC; shaHi fall upon them alid onaiftk 
then?/' IMVP pven heard it said, " They haw 
ftp systepiatiR pjan/'. How much were thq«i3 mpn 
d^ff^yed, spoiled as tb#y were by th© ihwf4» 
^hjich h%d been layi^^d pn them by fortune- . , , . r 
.flatly, i^ the^ njof aiflg jQf j^te I9tb of Mayi tjbf 
l^e»d-qyftrters J)r<Ae up^jjfr^m Harth^,. .wfe&re 
J^Vionaparte had pj^s^ed the mght, .a»d ca«pfe4^ 
KleinrFor^ep, a l^i^e oft this t side aCiBairtzem 
Oft the road to Dresden. When Napoleon saw 
bfit a.he^p of ashes ai^ ru^npiron the spat where 
3ischofs.werdai had st<)od,}he wa^ dp^ly afti^cted 
with the sight,<>f tJli^innforiamate iithabitamta bewail- 
ing over the smQkingrubbisb of thetr dweUingf*.. H^ 
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f&ide particular inqtiiries, by which he learnt that 
thfe'toWn had been set on fire by.the French. Can- 
fibcdnrt, who did not conceal from him any of the 
^kcei^ses of his troops, proved to him that the caia- 
nkity could in no way be imputed to the Russians. 
' Firom a s{ioiltaneous emotion of generosity, 
Buonaparte promised to repair the losses of the 
inhabitants, and gave directions that the satne 
flight deputies i^ould repair to head-quarters/ to 
present hitai 'wttka statemeht of the damage'. The 
deputiiss presented themselves, biit the events of 
tbe f wo subsequent days prevented him from re-, 
ceiving them, or cpmmunicatiAg any resdution (hl 
thfe^ttbject. At $ later period, when Napoleon 
pbssed through >Bischo&-werda, on his return 
from Silesia, he remembered bis promise, but it 
appears his purse was not in a condition to fur- 
nii^ the necessary iunds to rebuild a town con* 
sisting of some* hundred houses; reckoning on 
tfie generosity of the King of Saxony, and perhaps 
on the institutions established in the country, hei 
contented himself with grantinjg the inhabitants 
an indemnity of 100,000 livrfes*. As they had pre- 
served in Bohknia a great portion of their effects, 

* About 4,0001. sterling. Ed. 
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and received muth assistance frcm the Saxo9Bi: 
people> the greater part it)f them weiie enabled to 
extricate' themselyes from the misery into whicb* 
the fire had plunged them. Bat one cannot think? 
without shuddering on the dreadful sight wfaiclt' 
these consumed dwellings presented amidst :dieip^ 
pitiless destroyers. 

Napoleon repaired to the niost advanoed of 
the posts, to reconnoitre the position of the' 
enemy's army. The first point which he visited 
was a gravelly hill, distant a musket- shot from a 
post of Cossacks. All his retinue remained be-- ^ 
hind, and Napoleon advanced, accompanied only 
by some of his generals and aides-decamp, while ' 
the Cossacks, who had alighted, were grazing 
their horses, according to their mode; Buona- 
parte, at that short distance from the enemy, 
formed hisT plan for attacking the intrenched camp ; 
of the main army, which occupied the fidd^f,' 
lying in form of a terrace> between Bautzen and 
Hochkirch, having the Spree in firont, on its left . 
wing the woody hills near Kunewald, and on its 
right wing, the heights near Kiein-Bautzen; its 
occupied the : town of Bautzen and all the right 
bank of the Spree, from the heights near Ober* 
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gurig'^BS &r as the neigbbourhckad of MahiM^te 
aiidKKlix. The ktenition of Noipolegn appmred 
al first to be/to direetthispdm^ipal'attaiokagainBt'^ 
the Itft w iitg of the Allies^ because the ibfantry 
he > intended kt the isame time to IliroW iiito th0 
woods and o(a the heights^ might be of gfeali 
assistance to him ; but he was direrted from^tbat 
idea when he reflected on the hollows which* tbifre 
are in the mountains near Kunewald, and "which;' 
extending towards the plain, divide the roads ^ 
over* which it was necessary to pass to arrive at 
the pbiitt of attack. It appears, that after fakvmg 
examined the ground more carefully, lie formed 
the plan of turning the right wing of the Alliesi 
who had also^on that day detachments beyond 
the Spree, near Kiix,'and were in communication 
with the corps directed upon Ko&nigswartha, under 
the • orders of Generals Barclay de Tolly and 
d Torek. After having continued his reeonnoissance > 
upon three other points, (on the height near 
Salzforstgcai on the hill of Schmochtitz, andat^'^ 
the mill of Lobsau near Klein-welke,) Napoleon, 
returned to> his > faead-^juarters, where he attived 
about sevdn o'clock. In the mean time, the* 
cannonade, wfai(^ had' ^ahready been heard after 
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dinner in the direction of Kcenigs^rartiia, be^ 
came §very moment more serious; at eigbt^ 
o'clock he hastily mounts his horse, abd ad» 
vanced as far as Klein- welke. According to 
custom, a large fire for the bivouac, composed of 
entire trunks of trees, was lighted oli the spot«r 
Napoleon was soon convinced, not only by the 
cannonade, but by a fire which was viable, ^kt 
Lauriston and Ney were engaged in a serious 
affiadr. The firing continued to an Sidvanced period^ 
of the night, and Barclay de Tolly and dTorck had 
occasioned the French conaiderableloBs on thoser 
points : even at the head-quarters of their army 
it was estimated the next day at two thousand 
men, and eleven pieces of cannouj^ Buonaparte 
caused the King of Saxony afterwards to be in* 
formed that the Itsditan division, under the com'- 
mand of Ney, which had been given up for lost, 
had preserved itself. The fact 13, that if 1||be 
greater part of the Italians did really save them- 
selves it was by flying into Bohemia*. Napoleon 
■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ' . ' " ' . *' ' '' " 

* After the 18th, at night, this corps being on the retreat, wished 
to form a jiinction with^Manshal Ney^ who wais %Avuicmgisws^ 
Hoyerswerda upon Weissembergj by Koenigswartha, On th^ 19th 
this junciion was to be eifected by a division of Italians, reported 
to be seven thousand strong, and which wasito favour the move* 
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rehired at Hudmght to* recruit his •trei^^ with 
a feMT hours sleeps pr^ariog for the, sanguinary 
(b^. which w4^ to £ajilai¥. 
' The events of the QiMx of May formed* in Mne 
florf, a prelude to the battle of Wurehsm or 
Bautzen, since the passage of the Spree, the 
banks of which are very steep, and the con* 
Q^ntrating movem^t of Marshal'Neyj, brought on 
the attack of the fallowing day. After nine 
q'clock Napoleon mounted his horse, and repaired 
again to the height of Schmochtitz : a t».tuatiQii 
whence he could, as general, enjoy the imposing 
spectfidle displayed by the eohinins in advancing 
and foraiing themselves en the ground^ 

n^ts of Manual Ney. The Italians ajrrired at no^n, withtut 
cavalry, at Roenigswartha ; it appears that they had neglected 
their advanced posts, and that, as their manner is, they thought 
mpie -of 'resting tand refreshmg thaneelves,- than of guatd^tii^ 
against an attack. They were surprised by a considerable 
corps of Barclay de iTolly's, (which advanced from the direction 
of- Radibor,) and entirely rovted. A great part of those who 
were not either killed or taken, traversed the forests, and took 
refuge in Bohemia. The artillery and baggage fell into the 
httnds of the enemy. Sbme hours later, Ney deboiichedf a litde 
lower down, coming from Sisrigia, and advance upon Steihitz 
and Weissig where General dTorck vigorously received him. The 
PhisskLns fcughtifite S^artatis'and thrice repulsed the French ; 
but at length trfter having killed sev^eral hundreds of men, they 
fell back upon their main army. If Ney had arrived a few hours 
sooner, perhaps the Italians would have been saved. 
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The cavalry divisicm of Latour Mambourgf itsif^d 
at eleven o'clock, with a formiclable, traix^ of 
artillery to reinforce, at Duhrau, the right \^g 
which was obliged to pass the Spree at Malchwit?^ 
A second column was formed near Maelsitz and 
Oehna. Marshal Oudinot made a false attack 
near GrubschiU on the extremity of the righf 
wing, and afterwards crossed the Spree, The 
troops sustained a very smart, engagement neq^r 
Sogonenberg ; but after dinner they advanced by 
Wilthen on Postwit^, by Sinkwitz, towards 
MeUtheuer and.Traumberg« A village on fire, 
n^ar Lomske, pointed out the march of Marshal 
Ney^s and General Lauriston's corps, who were 
advancing from the side of Koanigswartha, follow- 
ing Generals Barclay de Tolly and ,d',Yorck. The 
'two lalter not being able to prevent the French 
from advancing, rejoined the grand army^of i^ 
.Allies. Napoleon appeared very well satisfif4 
when Marshal Ney's junction was effected, ami 
89W with pleasure, about thir^e o'lClock in tb/d 
afternoon, that the army was crossing the river. 
But his aim wus not yet attained, fpr .theJUM^^s 
were still in possession of the heights upon the 
right bank, and they occiipifid ^etVAPH, B^Hj?^ 
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kiifffllochkirch, pdsitioAs fortified by seteralin- 
Wedtihrnents, npoil wMch they rested their appui 
vely advantageemriy ont either side. They a}^ 
pearefd at firisrt to wish to defend Bautzen, lot they 
hadbarricadoedits gates and avenues; bat as that 
town, which may be turned on all sjdto, was not 
capable of a long resistance, they abandoned it, 
and the Fi-eiich took possession of it towards nighlr. 
At the jsrame time, the army of the French ad- 
vanced but very slowly ; the Russians retked hi 
the greatest order, and kept their left wing rei^tiiig 
i^dth precision on the mountains near Kunewalde 
'and the heights of Mehltheuer and Dc&len.' The 
battle lasted till nightfall. 

Napoleon, to protect his infantry from the 
attacks of the allied cavalry, formed them into 
squares, and the army bivouacked bey<md 
B^aUesty in the rear of Aritz, Nadewitz,' and 
-Btirk. Nieder Kaina, and Nieder Ourig, wad 
the villages situated lower down upon the Spree, 
were not yet occupied by the Preach; 'but 
on their right wing, they were msusters of ttSe 
heights near Mehltheuer and Ebenddsrfe), (ac- 
cording' to sbttie mapis Beikowitz.) Tte heiMi- 
^narteirs'Wiare establiahed' at Bautfisen itself. < 
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Tk» 2li»t of May a/t Bua-rise; thef FreiioH ^in% 
was seen in piieseaGe^ of the Allies, oh a line i^f 
several leagues^ and which passed* by Ebendcerfel 
and Strdila, towards Basadcwitz^ or Kied^ 
6uri^» ia the saoie direction as the line whidfa 
they occiqned the evening before. — ^The latter 
covered the great road of Zittau and that 6f 
Gtsrlitz : their right wing, formed of Prussiat/s, 
was protected by the heights of Klein, Klejb 
Baatzen, and passed beyond Burschewitz ai^ 
Preititz ; their left wing, formed of RussiaAi, 
rested on the mountains. The attack of tl^ 
centre of this position, would have been t<^ 
murderous for the French. Napoleon, was there- 
fore obliged' to waifc till Marshal Ney had sac- 
^ceeded in turning the left wing. He caused In 
somewhat smart cannonade to be kept up on the 
centre till noon, and both parties were contenb^d 
with disputing some villages, the possession iff 
which decided nothing, becaiise the allied arttly 
still rested on the hills covered witii woods. 
The Allies w«e aware of the necessity of pro- 
jecting their extreme left against the txo6pb 
•whsdh might debouch by the vtilley leading from 
Postwitz to Hochkireh, by Pilitz, Doeie^ and 



IN THE TEAA 1818. (tS 

|(MhIau* . Marshal Oudinot bept them is that 

iappcdiensbn. He took advantage of the under^ 

.j#ood, to attack, several times, by his light ia** 

fimtry^ the heists near Mehltheuer ; but a eon- 

sidemble body of Rassians, detached early in 

the morning as a reinforeement* had occupied the 

* valley near Pilitz, andtheheig^s of Doelen and 

McUtheaer; after having repulsed with the 

J^aJj^net the French squares^ neaily a» far as 

'Fraij^mberg, in such a manner that from dght 

11^ the morning, until night, the Russians remain-' 

H^ laaaters of that defile, and of the heights of 

Kcenitz^ Mehltheuer, Pilitz, and DoBlen. If the 

J^lili^had known the intention of Napoleon, lAtey 

Wioold not perhaps have ooncentrated such a eon- 

isiderable foice upon that point; it is true the 

^l$f French army was out-flanked by the 

ona^fi^uyre, but at the same time several re- 

igiifients of ,the allied cavalry remained inaeli«e 

,o«>that hiily ground. 

3oQ^e. jT^giments of Russian cavaliey, wjiioh 
yf&ve^*^ in ^tlie. plain ;0f Jenkwitz,.in. front X){ 4ife 
J^ollow i?May near which Napolean had visitadrrthe 
^vanceid . pos^s in the morning, ^ retired under 
^tl^^ir t^tj^iesi ,WI ^on aa tib^JFrench jivtyieiry 
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Jiad oecupiM the faeigiiis a§ fif sotelwitz, and there 

no decisive attack tMtk plakce^rtlii >ditf#6ptee ef 

^w'kduiv were heaidjthe fiilitYeiRWli) of Mttihal 

Ney's cannon who was advaaciirg ''ti^wty^ 

JBarttth; Napoleon, awaitiii^ the imie to^jH ey'a 

movement, which was to decide^ thtf'fkte'df tihe 

ilajr, was reclmihg on tlie gfr^Uiid, >ttdani{^> his 

bi^akihst, dunng which time i&e riMUcofta^httM^- 

;itzer burst over bis head. U» felt cettMenltf, 

beforehand, of ^nisg' the battle. fie><thea 

jnepahred with mtich haste to die left^tn^taiMl^kt 

.be&»^ -Nieder Kaina*^ wfeenee ii^'<mi^»^J9J^ 

cov^ the tope of the diflferent:«hUULi&e^KkAi 

Bautttn, which formed thie key of^the^ienieio^ 

^pofidtioiK Marshal Soidt^ who ion( that day ^eod^ 

^manided the corps of* General Bertraad, abdted 

received ^ instructions befbrdiaaiir fiioii Dresfiiett^ 

Jivas tocarrytbese heights, tibiey wercvoUigMtsiba 

take» one after the othery at ihe pokik'*43ii ike hufo^ 

net : within;the space of thffeeimarBi.aod faiha^ 

.Uiey wtere ^several tii&es taken. aflui> tretidcMi^tdi* 

iast„ the French after hetving ex|ierieateed^aorMf 

«oe«idenb]eilos8, remained^naasters: «f >tllenv^iov^ 

* At that moment it is said, he despatched an orderly officer 
to Marik Louita^ toii^fbrm h^r he had ^Id^tf k lH^if. * Y '^ '^^ 
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:mAj»^4be gTMtir pairt of tbes^ hilU are rery 
'toamiiR^t.tiieirtops^ but Uttk Artillery coidd be 
|dic^/oB tbom^ and. :ita traospprtation tfaithcr 
;!m»^#ry laborioiisw 

:; 'TkurjblQpdy engagement, tbe niost obstimte 
^ tbe. day, ecmtiated . therefore almost solely 
a(^ cjbMges mtb tbe bayonet; tbe infiratryad- 
JMMQd to tbe obarge^, with furiowa shouts, die 
.Wndanbuiig trooips took a considerable share in 
4be affdv. This advantags^ and the arrival, by 
.way of/Batutb, of Ney's corps, in which wjere the 
JitO^QKBi under tbe command of GeneralRegnies, 
dteeided the fate of the day. The allied army 
ifraa turned on the left wing, and pavtly even in 
^mten; ilsintrendiments, formed only onitsfroiijt 
knranie Bautzen, were threatened and rendered 
jMBBless: it made. a retreat, which, nay be con- 
aid(urcd aa a clufrdiBumt s& tai^cs> and took 
Msmoj r advantage although letreatmg, afforded 
By the mountains on its left. In spite xrf ways 
itoot imprartirable in an intersected country, 
^tiiongh the tines pf the KSta% bad he», aa.it 
were, thrown on the centrey the ' Ereoch « could 
iiol succeed, either in cutting off a part of their 
army, or capturing their artftl^jry. . AUtlW^.M- 



VOL. I. 



98 CAMPAIGN 11^ SAXONY, 

tantage they gained was to h&ve driven the 
eneiny ttom the roads leading to Silesia, an ad<^ 
tantage which they purchased by a los9> perhapi) 
double that of their enemy. No considerable 
convoys of pritoners, nor captured artillery, 
wert^ to b^ seen. For two hours and a half, the 
battle was g^eral all along the line ; and Na^ 
poleon, according to his custom, when the ad^- 
vantage became decided^ caused his troops to 
advance with impetuosity. 

Seated in a chair, on the top of a hillock, nedt 

Nieder-Kaitia, at the moment when the last hBL 

near Klein Bautzen had bedn caiKied, about fiim 

b'dock in the afternoon, he directed tke yoimg. 

gixdrd, and the division of Latour-jlf aubfi^urg^ upon 

Krekwitz, ftnd other columns of infentry to^frardd 

Klein- fiurschwitz, and hastened evety maneeiivjrfe,^ 

to obtain a great result ; but the eneotiy |Hres€^^ 

thre utmost coinpoi^ure, and Buonaparte was too : 

weak in cavalry to punsue his advantages, itt 

was a dreadful, but^ at tbe same tkne, aa^ ^ppa^^ 

ihg spectacle, to behoM these columns nn^Bgi 

into the Valley of Nidder-K&ma» to faicraase: tb«;: 

disasters of the ^tiemy ; to see s^v&ral viUage^iiili 

flames, and the numerous arfiUery^ oo^^idng^an^ 
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extent of three leagues, from the lofty hills on 
the right wing, as far as the left wing, near 
Preititz and Baruth. At six in the evening, the 
cavalry of the reserve again advanced to cut off 
a division of the enemy near Rischen, but this 
movement was not attended with success; the 
fVench could gain no splendid trophies from tb^i 
day. The light cavalry, perfectly well acquainted 
with the ground they had occupied for some days 
before, scoured the whole field, and secured the 
retreat of the grand army. As the right advanced 
fardier, there were cavalry aixd artillery of th^ 
Allies on the heights of the road to Lobau ; and it. 
was ^t until the next morning that the last of 
the Cossaicks fllnd off towards Lobau, foUowini; 
the heights near Koenitz, by Kunewalde, wh^re ^ 
Russian corps of observation was posted. 

If Napoleon had not been superior in strength 
to the Allies, the movement of Mai»hal Ney could 
not have been effected ; and it would have taken a 
gx^at deal more time, and cost a much greater 
ntimber of men, to force their excellent position* 
Bttonaparte had, perhaps, 180,6oo men present 
in the battle^ white, accoiding to several acoouats, 
the enemy at mo** had but 150,000. The- loss on 

H2 
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either side. wa3 less cQQsiderable than at Lutzen, 
for tine action was sanguinary only .at the attack 
and defence of the heights of Klew Bautzen^ and 
Bear Meltheuer and Pilitsj, where the Bavarians 
among the. rest fought with great intrepidity. I 
tidnk it jna,y be admitted that the Freac|i had^5 or 
6,0Q0 killed in the two last days; their repqi;ts 
q[>epify 4 or 5^000 wounded; but few of these 
survived their wounds, or were fit for service, on 
coming out of the hospital. 

It is . i^epprted that more than 20,000 wounded 
French were lodged in Bautzen itself or i,ts envi- 
rons ; this loss was more than double that of the' 
Allies, who, under cover of their fine positiops^ 
opposed the attack of the Freq|k by a most myr- 
derous fire. I have not heard that any general or 
officer of note was killed*. 

* It was at this time the practice began of transporting; the. 
wounded French on wheel-barrows. In October following, 
when Napoleon abandoned the right bank of the Elbe, these 
means of conveyance were again brought into use. The com- 
plete exhaustion of the countries occupied by etth^ army pre* 
y^ited a suflioie&t number of carriages from being procured for 
that duty, the horsea were often taken away on their arrival, for 
the battalions of the train. Every day might be seen mo]:e than a 
thousand wheel-barrows regularly arranged miiles^ an^ escorted 
by the Saxon gendarmerie going towards Dresden, laden with 
the wounded. The soldiers who were but slightly hurt, not 
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Marshal Ney established his quarters the fol- 
lowing night at Wiirschen, where the head- 
quarters of the Allied Sovereigns had been the 
evening before, and Napoleon caused his tent to 
be pitched near the inn of Klein Burchswitz ; his 
«uite and his guard bivouacked in the environs. 
The mist was not dispelled the following morning 
at break of day, when he set forward to accelerate 
the march of his army. The Allies continued 
their retreat in the greatest order; they neglected 
no advantages presented by the ground, which 
they disputed, inch by inch, with admirable cool- 
ness. When the French succeeded in driving 
* them from a post, it was not until they themselves 
had lost man^^en from the enemy's fire, and 
after the allies had placed their artillery and bag- 
gage in safety. The heights along the road t6 
<jrterilt2 afforded them many resources* At dawn 
of day they were still in possession of the heights 

being able to remain at Bautzen, on account of tbe multitude 
which daily flowed thithet, were abused, and refused admittance 
by the persons in charge of the hospitals at Dresden. They 
were obliged to go as far as Wilsdnif, Nossen, &c., to endeavour 
to find more charitable directors. It is confidently affirmed that 
many Italians of the division dispersed at Kcenigswartha, fired 
t^eir muskets into their hands, in order to render themselves 
un^t for service. 



• • • • • 
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of Rolitz and Weissembferg, The Saxons, who 
had joined Marshal Ney, as they passed through 
Baruth, were at Nechem, the advanced guard of 
the French had in the first inrtance to dislodge the 
enemy from the heights near Kotitz, and from those 
bordering upon Roth-Kretsicham. The engage- 
ment became more and miore serious. The heights 
of Schoeps, and especially those -of Reicbenbach, 
appeared formed by nature for covering a retreat. 
T^ie French cavalry turned the first mentioned, in 
advancing by way of Nostitz and Wasser-Krets- 
cham ; but the Allies had chosen very prudently^ 
as an essential point for covering their retreat, 
the eminence which rises at an angle of eight or 
ten degrees immediately behind" Reichenbach. 
The Numerous artillery with which they had fur- 
nished it, hurled death and destruction among the 
tanks of the French, and swept all the approaches 
to the town and its environs. Their light infantry, 
under cover of these pieces, occupied Reichen- 
bach and the ground about the city, nor did they 
retire until they saw themselves tutned uj^on 
the left wing. The numerous cavalry, posted 
in battle array to the right of the Russian bat- 
teries, for some time prevented the French cavalry 
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from advancing ; but Buonaparte sent upon this 
point almost the whole of the cavalry of the 
guard, under command of General Walther, 
which, after several charges, succeeded in driving 
back the Russians. In the mean time, the can- 
non had occasioned considerable loss to the 
French, and the ground was. covered with dead 
and wounded. The French and Sajcon cavalry 
suffered most on this occasion; the Mamelukes 
and lancers of the guard had participated in the 
different chaiges. The dispositions made jfor 
liie defence of the height in question, confer the 
highest honour on the commander of the Russian 
rear-guard. The road to Reichenbach, which 
comes out opposite the hill, turns it where it 
leaves the town.. The Russian general took ad- 
vanitage of the position until the last moment, and 
his troops did not withdraw until the French 
came up in such strong masses, that resistance 
became totally impossible. Directly after, he 
Vas sepn defending another height, between Rei- 
chenbai^h and Markersdorf, where he again ar- 
rested th^ march of the French. At half-past 
fojjr, Napolepn was witii the advanced guard, at 
t|)e very moment, when the hill iq rear of Rei* 
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cb«^«i|pacbiwaR>ealsried iBftB^ite of the^fbnftlXvhiedl^ 
pTiOtecteid it;, m i If . thd' aveflgmg ' Fates t qpiarod ifaam • 
at that Q]€bii0iit;lie.iba[dito thaak his good fontune^i 
S^eralJb^rUs bwied/thmnselves iu the grouad 
ctobe- bjTi bimy one lof which swept off; b»t.itea< 
pacQih farther ion, a aumber of mea belongu)g«t|CH 
the iaa»)o Bight. infaotry- : . * 

iln tftbe meantiine^ the Russians abandoned ih^- 
Mr>cko(ds« tatnd. hmghts. in front of Markersdoffw? 
RNKtaapacte tu-gedfihis troops onward, and caus^ed^ 
t!9^4}Qlui9ns of in&ntry and one of xayalry, 4n ftUl 
ab(W* fifty, tbow^nd men, to advance, by th^^ ligbV 
of-ititensettlng s?in,,over.a space ^bouti batf A 
l«Agii6' in; -breadth* 4>U these greai.effQriMi)!. <^t 
r€Wli^'flpy:the^»flik§. genius of Nappte«n,in.g«rj 
tovi^^^ciQOlitiniiedi during a long and b^»Uti£iiil 
spiting-dayj Jiad feijed of producii^g any^iiib 
pprtett uwuU. Every step was dearly JKMghti 
and" t^{^?f6aing was destined to bring hiiat}# 
i»ftf*igriftwus loss, however iavulnerable^hie m^t 
b»XQfsfiiv^4' After the Russians had jfcviacimted 
;^ftBafcwfldarf,ritbey again took up a po^tk^o miui 
«toitte»qe /situated in the rear of thfA ,vittaga, 
jMd> API: £ir di«itaqt ftqm |tai>schi9^4t^i&jms^tibe 
chi^^f gtpm^ oiy^k^: <?o*ntpy in fton#^ pl^Gcer^ 
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litZw There was a pauses and for the space 
of three quarters of an hour not a single gun was 
benrd. Buonaparte, accompanied by bis suite, 
entered the village of Markersdorf by the- high 
road/ while the troops turned it on either side. 
From the entrance to this Yiilage, which forms a 
sort of ravine^ obliquely dividing a valley of Httle 
depths the road directs its course to the left, 
forming a very obtuse angle. Buonaparte had 
scarcely turned this elbow, when the first shot 
which had been fired, after a long interval, passed 
dbs^ by^ him, and fell about fifty paces in the rear. 
A few minutes after, one of the aides-de-camp 
ref>orted, that the very same ball had struck the 
Orttid-marshal Duroc, and General Kirchoer, com- 
ittander of the engineers. These two- general 
offcettwere on horseback, almost side by side} 
tbe^latHer was killed upon the spot, but Duroc^ 
ivho was mortally wounded in the abdomen, sur- 
vived fear arid twenty hours. He was imme* 
diately taken to the nearest house : another, close 
by it; was consumed by the flames thci same night 
Buonaparte; who could not conceal how much the 
loss of one of his most fkithful subjects afiected 
him,' struck off to the left; and, absorbed within 
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hims^lf^ he traveroedA small &rm, alighted amidst 
the corn, and coiisidered for some time the spot 
whence the ball had been &*ed which had deprived 
him of his favourite. 

He returned back» following the outskirts of the 
viliage gardens, and caraeto a height on this side, 
Markersdorf, where the whole of the in&ntry of 
his guard had formed an oblong square, in the 
midst of which were pitched, as usual, his five: 
household tents, and the fires of the bivouac weos^ 
soon alight. That night afforded ample scope (or 
reflection. Comceive Napoleon on the evening qif 
a battle, indeed won, but in which he had lavisfaedv 
Without obtaining any decisive result, the immet^te 
feroe with i^ich he bad been intrusted. Let 
him bei imagined about to enter on an unoertein . 
career, big with such important consequeiM^eBj 
Gotitemplaite him, in other respects ^so callous tdr 
feelings depiuYied .of t3ie dearest confidential fneasid 
be possessed, who perhaps addressed him with 
the freedom of a schoolfeMow. Picture him oo^ 
Viered with his grey capote*, seated on a camp 

* The capote is a sort of great coat, to which a hood is 
attached, commonly worn Iry the French military when on night- 
duty. Ed. 
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stdol, in the midst of li»» brave soldiers^ faiiftarms 
bdttgifig down, his iiead reclitied; apart froitt \m 
spteiidid suite, who, at a r^i^ctful distance, 
formed themselves into groupes, hardly daring to 
whig^r that the friend of Napoleon ^sras at the 
point of breathing his last sigh. The moaraful 
silence which reigned near the sovereign diief 
was contrasted with the bustle of the soldi^B pre* 
paring their suppers and resting-places. Two 
bands of musicians, belonging to the grenadiers 
and chasseurs of the guard, at either edd of the 
square, sometimes called to mind in mounilul 
stJrains the events of the day, or endeavoured, by 
the selectioii of their best pieces, to divert the 
grielf of thfeir chieftain. A thousand fires of tiie 
bivouac* seemed wandering through the plain ; 
the moon was slowly rising in the horizon, and 
the flames of two villages on fire ascended to the 

skieiTfi This picture, combined witfe the recoUec* 

■ , — ■* 

* This is atenn at suchirequent recurrence in the course of 
the ¥(ork, that it may be well briefly to observe, tliat to bivouac 
(generally pronounced biv'ack,) is a term borrowed from the 
German, and is generally employed to imply that the troops 
passed the night on their arms, in the open air. See Dictionnaire 
de VAcademie Frangoise, under the word " Bivouaqtierr — Ed. 

fFrom the 20th to the liSd of May were reckoned in the 
country between Koenigswartha and Goerlitz, twenty fires, more 
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tion dfift' mvitgiika^jr en^fa^etaie&t/ foUowed hj^ 

iridiiMLl'6f< thai; itkiineii8e-bddy of nwin badubeeti 
AttS]teDded' odlyby a haiv^^^tbe idea that theilsands 
of* fanmib J>6k>9ft 'Were anxiously^ implonii^ tiidt 
dqalih wliioh alone: coirkl termiaate their ^stiffur- 
iBgs*; iB^d that aU these calamities ifv^re ilot^ibte 
to disarm relentless fate, fbrc^Uy afr^tiedri tlfie 
mod 0^ thespeetfitor. Qy this gtand &pecViAe a 
Utely^imageiyars at (mee presented lo^him^tff^ 
p0Wer«h4 weakiiMi^ ()f ma&; of the ^iga]Mld>«A- 
-tifre'0(i<fais c^aftet^rises, aqd the^ftitilityof^hi^i^- 
idiiawiirsj > Theteiibe iHiaght coii^deriillhe^iilocioti 
u«f tiiat gitod knaehine of fatey ivhich^niayibe odi* 
ai^mpfeitadivrith MToader, but iieitheo dareeted/oier 
i^atiisiAM^'inxtsdcairBei . ^ w'Ki 

^^i"i7vf0/iraenieats of this Hieinomble.daiyitwolild 
iiqiire.been hii^ly intenesdng to ^^be ihsslwuial 
.'poihter^ ;T)ie£i»t is.that Lhairei just aptdmntcof; 
itU^idAdrpisvheo^ on the erenSng of lJi^.2]i»t»t ti^e 

or less consiaerable, occasioned either ty wanton ^imkcmefl^xLe 

liBbanftltti asliltary; km* parejbswiese^ .Or. 1&ea}i9tl^iKimi«rf^ JV!^^ 

buxnod c^ on the 20tb, Kamina, near KosQi^^&i^tlva, Lomske, 

Foerstffen, Burk, Reinschitz, Goesnitz, near Bautzen and Mais- 



Foerstgen, Burk, Reinschitz, Goesnitz, near Bautzen) 
xhitz ; on the 21st, Auritz, Rabitz, Darentz,, Basankwit^^lein- 
Bautzen, and Kreckwitz ; on the 22dj Markersdorf, rfaffendorf ; 
on the 23d, three or four villages, in the environs of Goerlitz. 
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battl6> having bei$a4e$ide4 by Uie.oequpatton cf 

tfoopK^sthmwti themselves iato^ the pldini tOYKttds 
-BurehBivHtz;;;: and Napoleon^ seated on. laiohest* 
rhitt ^ass iahis Imnd^ was observing. the move- 
anetite oCdie araKy» andnwaiting, with the caiDfM)^ 
jiUKeio£ satisfactioii^ the«£Eecto£ the^maufBuvMis 
)m hadjwt direeled,' 

t, ilCbe swae night Napoleon i paiid a visit to }m 
flt^Qurifa^wapvey to the mpst orueL^iiSierwgs^ Hie 

h»d)been(Woimded in the abdomieo^ andibta intfi#- 

tiiieSiiv^eFe/inectiiUy injured* ]>uii9e httotalC.dt- 
r mmi deaitfi^ : The contecsation bel^i^eea Uimaild 

Bnondparte.iits ifc is related ia ihe^Mtpniiei^Tijfik too 
I senfcaneiiMl not to foe oonsidbred ai^ of qnestl^tmble 

authority. It may, notwithstanding, be doubted 
tiirhflftiiOTtfae buffenngs of a fri^ad^ whose inevilable 
I desAhniust occasion him an irrepi^rableihMS, migbit 

hotimkke, even on the heart of^adespbt sofcalloifs 
^^t6 fyeiitg^^B, iT^ry deep impression ; /and ^^vhettter 

the favourite might not, as well as others, be so 
'<blkided'by iintlaisiasm for his patron as to rendfer 

fee truth of what'has been published credible*. 

^ ,^ ' ; -'t , — ' — ~ — [ j ~"^ ~ — ! — 7, ~"' 

., *^ Tte most striking passages of this dialogue are tfiese Words 

Qf'Napoleoii:---"f)uroc,{here i» another world;' there. we stall 
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The heights beyond Markersclorf had been opi* 
enpied the same night ; and the fourth corps^ 
ebmmanded the preceding day by So»lt,and then 
Under the ordfers of Bertrand, had been completely 
thrown back upon the right wing, towards the 
eirde of Quels. The main army followed the 
rotite of Gterlitz, and the next day took posses- 
sion of that town and the passages oyer the Neibse« 
At eight o^clock in the morning, the flaffloEes which 
arose from the wooden bridge of GcerUtz were 
seen firomthe bivonac of Napoteon^ est^ybiished 
near Markersdorf ; the whole 1^ bank of the 
Neisse was now abandoned by the Allies. Never- 
theless they defended the passages over that little 
river as for as the ground would permit ; but* the 
French established five bridges near the town 
itself (not to mention 6thers,) by means of whfch 
a sufficient number of troops was passed t!rver» 
{promptly to pursufe the Russian rear-guard. The 
Saxons, under the command of Regnier, ^erfe:at 
the head of the French army, llie troops bivouack- 
ed along the roads of Buntrilati khA'Bte^lmimd 

, i,^, » y.p, ». j, ■.,■■. „ ■ .1,1.^ , i.i M «^ .. ■ f »■»,»,, I , y . , ( k >, m, , , I ■■■,■> . - » 

meet a^ain." And those of Duroc, " I have nothinff to reproach 
myself with." These expressions, doubtless, ' were inserted to 
mske an trnpression on the army aiul nation* : 
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towards noon Napoleon arrived at GcerUtz;^ where, 
he remained. After having e:(amined all. th€^ 
roads and passes, he shut himself np in his.cahin^t» 
and there passed the reraaiader of that and. lU^ 
following days ifn constant occupation. The 
advanced guard still continued to march forward, 
and as early as the 24th of May, was. at Bunt;daii. 
Although the retreat of the Allies was general^ 
the Cossacks s^ annoyed the fliuiks and- near o^ 
the French army in the neighbourhood of Rq- 
thembottsg, Kcenigshain, and even Reichenba^h* 
U'n acknowledgod that these active troops of the 
nQrth were scarcely ever overtaken by the, French 
Ught cavalry sent in pursuit of them, the latter 
beiag too. riow or too much exhausted ; besides 
the French, cavalry were not numerous eno\igh, 
and sufficient forage for thep was no where to bQ 
foumi* 

The greatest scarcity alreadyiireigQed in Upper 
lA4&atia« Although Silesia h^d also. suffered e^« 
tr^mely^ the troops found morenesoUrces there ^ 
% support than in $a£onyrWhicb w^sc^plet^lgf 
drat&ed, and paiticakrly^ as observed, in Upper 
Lusatia. Buonaparte set out from Goerlitz on 
the 2dth of May) at inooiH^ a»d established his 
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head**quarter0 at Buntzlau, wherc hm troops had 

entered before him: he remained there oa the 

* 

26th; Marshal Ney advanced that day as far as 
Hainau, where he lost some battalioiis the savEW 
evening. The enemy's cannosi had completely 
broken some squares of conscripts, one of whKlb 
was sabred by the Prussian cavalry. Early the 
next morning Napoleon mounted on horsebof:!!;;* 
and joined Marshal Ney at Hainan ; urging fof^ 
ward his horse with a celerity of which no simtlai; 
example had been seen since the aietiOQ atKauooH 
bourg. As soon as he arrived, he.viaitedtitjbd^fiekl 
where the battle had taken place the 4%y b«lbi».^ 
When he was out of humour, on recniiting ai^ 
check, his generals commonly endeav^qved.itcl 
laugh him out of it, by making the moat of thd 
enemy's loss. Indeed, when he arrived at Hai- 
nau, all the killed on the French side were hmaed,- 
and some Prussians only were to be seen on/ fhe 
field of battle ; one of the carcases was .pointed 
out to him' as that of lieutenant-colonel Bndi<)ltz, 
who had commanded the attack of tlie' preceding 
day. The French lost in this a£Sur ^ pieoea df 
cannon, and nearly eight hundred men, killed aqd 
wounded. It has been proved^ that up ;to that. 
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Afty ittfchlfiiyely/'fbe isisV^fyt^hl^mam^^^ia 

affiid mie^ tbin the Ft^tt^ ; ' thfey bad ^enid^ts^^^ 
teinfeiA'tiie att^dnttfgfe^'iiy aroiMd Mttle-^liffaM' 'by 
tttrtfitfg^the'Fr^di, >w^fr the a^airtancfft iDf rteir 
cAWalty ?- knd ^ttd ifttercepteA tMir. ttotiriert 3tt«t 
o!^d«^.^ {' ^A«^' Rip^tfch, ' Lutizen, 'koenlgdwahrflid,^ 
BMtUiii^AeidbefibJtbhi iii £^; ^T6rj^ Whem^ V'%- 
pAmiat iMt< «ibre meti than th&^Mlies, tioTJCcryd' 
te?b«i(stfJDf^oa^p^ wbHery« onr other trophies, 
Myib^dMi^ vdetth df ^nerttl officers belt>hgmg to 
tbs^ JMi^infyJ On^ the di^er ^^ilidf, Manshitl' Bedsits; 
t)|i^i ^miift->Ma¥i^al]>tt¥€^/ Generals BelAids/ 
&rviMP'BfM^hn, nhd Kirchnef, hadhe^^kilteiM 
i^itnibetidei ^amded' that tiie death df m^« 
tiuditotie offioeti of'botc^ has been passed oyeviii^ 
tjlenceJ - ' ■ ' 

At; 4lwt -^)eifio* ttie^ aimy ^*ib c^ihposed 6P 
tkPfjdlKecovpB, e€NEiimaadedas fdlows:'*^^ '- ** • 
.^irhe^Ut Wp8^ {mttkeextiemBMft^iM aftdy< 
^poti Ib^j Lovte Bite).' uflde^/ibbe' oomtxiaiiA'^d^^^^^ 
Maiabal Pfin^x>usl;^Pn^ i^ ^ ^^ 

• Delzons and Gniner, at Lutzen ; Bniy^re and Kirchner, at 
VOL. 1. I 



114 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

The 2nd cprps (near Sprottauj towards Glo- 
gau) under the command of Marshal Victbt^ Duke 
ofBelluno. 

The 3rd corps (near Hainau) under the com-t 
mand of Marshal Ney, Prince of Moskowa. 

The 4th corps (towards Goldberg) under the 
co^amand of General Bertrand. 

The 6th corps (near Marshal Ney) under the 
command of Genieral Count Lauriston. 

Thfe 6th corps (near Goldberg) under the tQin* 
mand 6f Marshal Marmont, Duke of Ragusa^ 

The 7th corps (near Marshal Ney) undet th« 
command of General Count Regnier. :/ 

The last corps f which had not yet jayafed 
the army) under the orders of Prince. Potii^* 
tow»ky. 

The 9th and lOth corps were not yet in eit- 
istence; they were abo^t to be fomgied. 

The 11th corps, cofnmanded by Marshal M»<ji- 
donald, Duke of Tarentum. 

The 12thi by Marshal Oudinot, Duke of Reggio. 

t^he 0ld guard, under the command of JS^arshal 
SquU, Duke of Dlilmatia, which wjbis always near 
.Bupnapartq^ _ , ,. ,.^.,:j ^...^t. 

The young guard, comfnanded by Marshal Mor- 
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tier; Duke of TreTi«o, which also generally march- 
ed dear Napc^eoA. 

The cavalry of the guard, under command of 
General Count Walther. 

The artUlery of Uie Guard, commanded by 
General Dulauloy. 

The 1st corps of cavalry, by general Latotr 
Maubomrg. • 

The 2nd,, by General Sebastiani. 

The edrps of artillery attached to the army, 
under Genetal Sorbier. 

The ^ngiBeer corps, under the con^nand of 
General Rogniat. 

All these oerps in general were weaker than 
in-Ct^ preoeding campaigns, w:hen each com- 
monly consisted of thirty thousand men. Mar- 
shal Ney ooflUmafided three of these corps in 
Silesia (the^d, Sth, and 7th) blended into one. 
The young guard, on which Napoleon reckoned 
a great deal, was despatched sometimes to one 
point, and sometimes to another, to reinforce a 
corps or decide a battle. The old guard always 
remained near Buonaparte. The major part of 
the cavalry corps was composed of cuirassiers 

IS 
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and carabineers ; they were commanded only en 
masse. The remainder of the cavalry was divil 
ded among the corps of diflferent marshals; this 
force was weak in numbers. 

The two regiments of Saxon cuirassiers con- 
stantly formed a part of Latour Maubourg's division. 
The French carabineers, who wore brass cuirasses, 
with red crests to their helmets, were under the 
orders of General Sebastiani ; the Polish lancers 
were always with the cavalry of the guard, which 
was composed of every species of that force, with 
the exception of cuirassiers and carabineers*. 

Napoleon had exhibited considerable composure 
during the preceding days ; his vanity was flat- 
tered with the spectacle of the allied army flying 
before his own, and with the idea of seeing him* 
self shortly master of a large portion of Silesia, 
where the facility of obtaining supplies would 
favour his designs. He often inquired the dis* 
tance between Leignitz and Breslau; he con- 
versed much, aud frequently amused himself, on 

* I meBtion this merely to distinguish, in some manner, the 
different divisions, without giving a list of the numbers of 
regiments, names of brigades, &c. 
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the rpad, by humming fragments of Italian and 
French songs, observing every object that struck 
hiifi, a9 a man free from any care might have 
done ; he examined the hill^, noticed public es-r 
tablishments, soldiers who committed disorders, or 
who strangled on the march, ^c. After having in- 
fi^ected the field of the battle which had taken placf 
th^ day before, accompanied by Ney, he advanced 
on the rpad to the back of Michelsdor^ >here.he 
found it blockaded by some regiments of the ene- 
my's cavalry. The infantiy were still in the rear, 
and^ the Russians approached in superior nun^bers, 
within some hundred paces of the posts of the 
French cavalry. They sent a flag of truce, under 
pretence of preventing the French from advancing, 
but rather, in fact, to learn if Ney had received 
any reinforcement the day before, or, perhaps, to 
ascertain if Buonaparte were arrived. The flag of 
truce was not received, but was sent back as soon 
as it presented itself at the out-posts. 

The enemy's cavalry was already close to 
Napoleon^ when he remained coolly on foot, upon 
the highway, with bis back turned to the Russians; 
he caused about a dozen pieces of cannon to ad- 
vance, and said jokingly to Berthier, who pointedl 
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<tfut to him that the enemy approach^ very ne«r^ 
*/ If they advance, we will also advance;" aad 
afterwiaicds, in aUnsion to the fornix battles of 
Hochkirch and Leiguiti, ** We will renew eld 
f 0Gollections at Leignitz." 

In* the mean time, the cohinins of Freneh'itt^ 
faniry came up ; the Russiab cavalry prej^ar ed 
to vetreat, aqd after having sustained some dis* 
charges, it abanddned, by degrees, all the country 
as far as the rear of Leignit^ 

Napoleon manceuvred thiett day with great pre** 
cision and admirable prudence. Directing in 
person the movement of the troops which ad- 
vanced, he went from one eminence to another, 
made the tour of evety to^n and village, to as- 
certain the dil^erent poiHtions, and let no ad\ian^ 
tage afforded by the ground escape him. if one 
had discontinued, but for a moment^ to follow up 
the movement^ with* atteiition, the scene became 
changed : a column had debouched by a l^ollow 
way, a village^ or a wood, 'and was taking posses- 
sion of a height, for the defepce of which a battery 
was already CjQmpl'etely prepared^ He e:$:ecuted 
all these different movements with the 'most cer- ' 
tain perception. He issued his Orderts only on 
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agtaad scale, communicating them personally, 
or through his orderly officers, to the com- 
mandants of corps and divisions, by whom, in 
Uieir turn, they were transmitted to the officers 
commanding battalions. All his orders were 
short and precise, and, whether at court or with 
ttiiB army, they were always ^vea in that style. 

No one ever asked him for an expls^nation. If 
the very recent re-organization of the French army 
had not rendered more attention to detail neces- 
eaty, tiiis expeditious method would have been 
'^Ways em]^loyed, which had been as much as pos- 
Wbte applied to immense masses of troops, before 
the destruction of the army in Russia. 
' Napoleon, after having reconnoitred with th^ 
greatest attention all the environs of Leignitz, 
and carefully examined all the outlets df the 
towti, alighted from his horse, about nine o'clock, 
in the market-place. Placed so near the 
enemy, in a country with whose inhabitants he 
had no acquaintance, ignorant of the nature of 
the ground, knowing the population to be strongly 
attached to their sovereign and their native soil, 
he perhaps judged that he ought to neglect no 
l^recaution which prudence might dictate. The 
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Allied were said to have taken Ae direction of > 
SchXveidnitz and Breslau. 

Marshal 'Marmont received orders to advance 
from Goldberg, upon Jauer. On the 26th^ in the* 
istfternoon, Napoleon proceeded forward on the 
Jauer road, to form a judgment, from the can-, 
nonade and dust, of the result produced, by the 
execution of his order. The corps were at that 
time, indeed/ concentrated on a narrow space of 
ground, but the retreat of the Allies upon Schweid-^ 
nitz, where they could supply themselves from 
upper Silesia, rendered operations in the heart of 
the country more difficult for the French ; - for it 
was necessary, either to expose the left wing, or 
to pursue their enemy into mountainous districts, 
which afforded him great advantages. It ap* 
peared, also, impossible to maintain such consi- 
derable masses long upon the same point: the 
whole of the provinces in the rear of the army 
were so exhausted, that no hope could be enter-^ 
taiiied of supplies from that quarter. 

On the day following, the 29th of May, a great 
bustle was observed at the imperial head- 
quarters. By eight o'clock, every thing was 
prepared for setting out. The guard was under 
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anns^ yet the hours elapsed, and no departure 
took place. At length, about one o'clock in the 
afternoon, M. de Caulincourt took the road to 
Jaaer on horseback, accompanied by his aide- 
de-camp. According to reports, a flag of truce 
had arrived in the morning at the advanced posts 
of Regnier's corps, and Caulincourt had been 
despatched to open the negotiations. I will not 
pretend to decide whether the French or the 
Russians made the first overtures; I do not place 
sufficient reliance on what was said at head- 
quarters, with respect to that points I shall 
confine myself to relating what was asserted by 
the persons about Buonaparte : they affirmed 
that the negotiations were opened by a Russian 
flag of truce, which came to the French out- 
posts. Doubtless both the belligerent powers 
might wish for an interval of repose, in order to 
assemble forces to continue the contest. If the 
Russians did really make the first proposals, 
they must have been doubly agreeable to Napo- 
leon, who expected very considerable reinforce- 
ments from France. His operations were of a 
nature to require many troops, and when the re- 
inforcements arrived he might act with great 



122 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

BiftMes, which, unluckily far him, still wanted 
the necessary discipline. Ope proof of the ac6d 
he had of repose, is the narrow space in which 
he suffered himself and his army to be peiiti 9m 
we shall «ee in the sequel. If the Allies, though 
already reinforced by General Sack^i, ti^tifiad 
the first desire to conclude an armistice, they were 
determined by motives^of the same nature ; they 
might be able to bring up the troops lately or- 
ganized, and might hope to see Austria, who 
was alreadfy under arms, take an active part in 
the war, which could not fail of becoming.even* 
tually fatal to the French, by the geogtaphidal 
position alone of the theatre of operations. 

Afta? a rery visible degree of indecisionj Na» 
poleon 9.t length quitted Leignitz at 3 o'clock In 
the afternoon, e^i^ alighted near the office of 
the receive of the tolls near Jauer ; he appeared 
much agitoted. He was ty^iting for inteHigenee 
from Caulinfiourt; at icaigth he desired to be 
Aonduoted to Wahlstadt, the very satoe place 
which three months afte§ rendered the name bf 
Prince Bkeher illustrious, I believe tha( Buonk* 
parte did not then reckon on the success of his 
envoy's negotiations. He had left l-eigpiitz as 
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mudi to ht prepared for all erento, as to gke 
tbe enemy no suflpidon how greatly he widifid 
for thje armistice. Not knowing .at present how 
far it anight be prudent to adi^ance <»i the road 
to Breslau, he took up his quarters at Rosnig* 
a viery small farm-house, that had alnady been 
pillaged ; in which he had for his own use only 
one room and a eloset, aod Berthier was oblig- 
ed to put up with a sort of servant's apart* 
ment. in an opposite building. When it was 
observed to Napolton, that he would be v^ty 
badly accommodated, he replied '' WeB ; we may 
fancy ourselves in Poland/' The aides-deHcamp 
and suite w»e lodged in cottages or barns> or 
wei;e .obliged even to bivouaek in the acj^acent 
gardens, M. de Caulinicourt returned the fpllow* 
ing night) but he immediately set out again, 
with a port-folio; tbe negotiations, therefore, 
appeared to have taken a serious turn. It Msas 
ascertained that the grand equen^ had bad a 
conference at Wahlstadt, with Count Schuwahifi; 
a Russian general^ an|| with M.* de Kleist (now 
Count Kleist de Nollendorf) a generaiin the Pnis* 
sian service. These oonfereooes were afterwards 
renewed at Gosberador^ three miles from Leignitz, 
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alsa at Pleiswig, while the Duke of BasfkamE^^ on 
his side at Leigiiitz> had inter^uews with the Au$t 
trian general Coant Bubna. Aides-de cl^^p .m^ 
orderly oflScers were every moment despatched 
to th^se difiereat points, and every one at h^adr 
quaftters testified a desire of seeing peace coi^ 
eluded* ... i,..^ 

The condition proposed hy Napoleon^ ton^aH^^ 
the Oder the line of demarcation, to which tho, 
Pru8scu2s could not adhere appeared agr^t.otti: 
itaole ; .indeed, at pne time, the negoti^^tions, Wjg^^Q 
QOQfiidQred as almost broken pflT; however^ at le^gtj^ 
Buansqparte yielded, doubtless from important c^n* 
siderations* Before he quitted, on the 30th of tl^ 
month, this miserable farm of Bosnig,. a very p^p^ 
voking accidenrt occurred. Afire happened at a 
farm, in the court-ryard of which were fourteen or 
fifteen waggons, laden with the most neces$syry 
provisions and valuable articles. Notwithsta94- 
ing the greatest , exertions, all that cqul^. hj^ 
dqne was to save the servants and dra^^t. 
muies. The court formj^d . a square swropixdr 
ed by cottages, to which, hy mean^. of ^ ye^y 
high wiiui, the fire had probably been, coii^nuT. 
nipatod &omti^e];uvouaca. .Besides vai^i«if^,^r):\9l«.s 
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ititended fof the use of Napoleon, such as otothes; 
linen, provisions, wine, oil> snuff, ^c,;'thewag^ 
gons contained a great number of jewels of a con-» 
siderable value, as rings, snuff-boxes, and a great 
deal of ready cash. Some of Napokoa's aidefr> 
de-camp lost their clothes and money in the fire? 
and on the following day many pieces of gold were 
seen lying about discoloured, or half melted^ by 
the element. As soon as the violenceof the flameer 
permitted, sentinels from the gbard ^xti' gen^ 
darmerie were posted^ and confidential persons 
were commissioned to search in the rubbish j it 
was affirmed thistt the most valuable articles wer^ 
saved, but I doubt liot that more than one biji« 
liant esciaped the vigilance of those in diarge, and- 
that if the proprietor passed the heap of Mhe» 
through the sieve he was amply compensated fM 
bds losses. '" - 

Napoleon remained at Neumarck during the ne^: 
gotiation: he employed himself all day in falis oa^ 
binet, and, contrary to his practice, in the evenings 
diverted himself by an airing on horsebacks HW 
was seen in the bivouacs established near the town.' 
he acquamted himself with the environs, c6n-* 
versed with the lo1«rest order of persons^ whom^he 
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iiterrogsrtedrcspaeting their condkkm and all tke 
munitte of their occupations. His temper daily^ be- 
came more agraeable^ as^'he appeamd free from 
atixiety . One day, aa he "wb^ watting^for the trri^nX 
of«B officer who was tofaring him despatches fimn 
CauHiicourt;/ fae itummed-**^^' Ah ! page^ ' mfinben^ 
page/*' preseatly after^resolvrmgtDmoiuitMfihcirBe^ 
'^ Andiam acBmllo f All fliis betokened how well 
pleased he 'wsKrwithtte expectaticm of seeing; the 
ansnslifoe shortly conclnded. In the mean timei^ 
tibe Frendi; uoNler the iordera of General La^idstonv 
had the good lortiineto enter Breslau without i)6^ 
sifltance, <m the 1st of June, at six o'clock* in Aa 
iMmmg. 'Oec^rtfl Hogendorp, aide*de*camp of 
the generaUinoC&ief, was appointed commandaat 
of €he ]^oe. The burgesses sent a depujtation ta 
Buonaparte, at tfae^head of winch was M^ de Kob4 
poth, the chief burgomaster. It was received widoi 
extosme ^affability, £»r Napoleon was nrnch inte- 
rested in gaining over the inhabitants of Silesia;; 
indeed he sand to them, '^ I am well aware^l^at the 
king has been misled." A prince who ^stb^tlfi 
finmiess in misfbrtane, and is rescAvett to -conquer 
or dacm^dfefending the honour of his cOuntpy>can^ 
not: be justly tepresented as nuded vrhen he 
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tikes «teps tendkig to tier eaiaiid|iatk>ii. This 
e:x(»re8si(m had no other end than to ilienat^the 
SttesaaiiB from the Prussian mdnareh.* 
I • Hostilities oeased on tiie liiie of the ^dd^^a^ieed' 
posts on the first of Jfune, and all indulged the &rt>«: 
tering hope that a peace, so modi desired, wotdd- 
cottolude the armistioe. Napoleon led duriugf 
dig^ days a very uniform Ufe at Netimarek ; ho 
laboufod assiduously in his cabinet, and in 1^6 
ef^^ng> oppressed with ^tigue, he rode cm ilorse- 
baok found the town. The prolonged stayof tJi^ 
Fkrendi troops had cfaangedits environs into a d<e*f 
aett; the houses of the suburbs were unroofed, tSier 
hedges destroyed, the cemeteries laid waste. IW 
situation and country aboutNeumarck are^very plea* 
sdnt, but the inhabitants had abandoned their fot^ 
mer peac^elM dweltings to the satcAIhes o{ des- 
potism, and every living thing isou^' nn asyltini 
far firotn tumirlt. A single nightingale alone re^ 
mainedr in the desolate churdi-yard, and seemed 
nigfatly to deplore in her melancholy strains thd 
<calamities of the country. 
1 ;Oii.lJie4th»of June, after dinner. Napoleon ^com- 
municated to Uie King of Saxony, that he had just 
eondudedan avmistice for two months, aikl that 
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SftJicOiiy. was about to be delivered from Hie earaiy's 
troops. This apparent consolation, was m fact 
but the presage of all the misfortunes that were 
about to fallon a country^ already ruined by wmr> 
imd of all the calamities it was to sustain by the 
march of the French army, or by the reveisea 
which the la|ler was about there to experience. 
Conformably with the terms of the araastiae, the 
French, »who.were to occupy but a small portion 
of Silesia, were almost entirely confined to Sax*- 
ony ; the line of demarcation, dividing the mouur 
tains of Silesia, pa^sqd through Kamnitz, X(Bh% 
Goldwitz^ Leignitz, and Parch witz» crossed the 
Oder, ran along the left bank of that river aa far 
aa Crossen, whence it struck off towards the Saxon 
territory. As a line for the Russian atid Prussian 
combined armies had been drawn, which, passing 
through Striegau and Kaut, united with the Oder 
in rear of Bresl^u, that city remained at liberty 
between the two armies ; consequently, there weve 
left to the French but the poorest part of Silesia, 
and Saxony threatened by a famine*, 

* The armistice was not to begin for the most distant corps 
till the 8th of June, and much exultation was shewn at Napo- 
leon's head-quarters, on hearing that the French had taken pos-' 
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r ^Q ai«iil9ti0e>sO' litde advatitageotis, anKl winch 
l^ft^Napoieaa oe-.othdff hope' that) that bf gaiiifcrg 
eY»ft^hk;eiieaMes fay*negotiaticHi^ or ofbreakitig a 
c«idlition:l^lnm^8o ftinnii^ ia a certs^a proAf 
hMr muoh.he wanted tim^ to.recraittbe sttength^ 
of^htsanny* it..: 

• Srench /officers were immediately despatched to 
thB garrisoM of DantziK^^and Modlin \' the young 
gnard was sent back to Ologani^ and the troops 
diapemed) in ^cantonments. 
^;Bii#iiapatte had^esolved to remain at Dresden 
UMtil the expiration of the armisticeJ But^ in 
Qffder to be more at liberty, and to impose no 
Qonstraint on the royal family, he chose to take 
up his residence in the midst of a garden in the 
suburbs; As soon^as he had made all the disposi- 
tions relatiye to the army, he hastened to leave 
Neumsu'ck, where his residence had j>erhaps^ 
become rather disagreeable to him. He set out on 
the 5th of June at night, arrived the same nig^ht 

session of Hamburgh on the 30th of May, and that by the 8th 
of June they would probably reach Lubeck. It was also reported 
that in consequence of some misunderstanding arising between 
the allies and the Crown-Prince of Sweden, the negotiajtions with 
the latter were broken off; that he would confine hir^lf to co- 
vering his Genrian dominions, and had returned into. Pomerania- 
It was added that 10,000 Danes were about to join the French. 
VOL. I. K 
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at Leignitz, where Caulincourt joined Mm the 
foUowing morning. He made Hainau^ Buntzlau, 
Gcsrlitz, and Bautzen, his other resting-places. 
During this journey he visited all the points which 
had been of importance in the battle of Wurschen, 
(or Bautzen ;) he did not neglect any fort^cation^ 
any eminence ; he paid particular attention to Ae 
hills which indine from Kunev^d towards Baut* 
zen : perhaps he was examining how far the attack 
might have been rendered more easy on that side. 
On the 10th of June Napoleon atrived at Dres- 
den ; he alighted in the gardens of Count Marco- ' 
lini, a retired spot in Frederickstadt^ which had^ 
been prepared foy him. These gardens, although 
not so extensive and beautiful as i'ElysSe Napo- 
leon (now rSlysSe Bourbm,) which formfed his 
ordinary summer residence, resemble it in some' 
respects ; as they are sequestered, and appear' 
calculated for pursuits free from care. 

In the suburb before-mentioned houses had 
been prepared for the greater part of Buonaparte's 
retinue. But Berthier took up his quarters at the 
palace of BruM ; as for Caulincourt, a cabinet had * 
been contrived for him in a wing of the house 
occupied by Napoledn himself. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Int€7*val during the Armistice. — Some Account and 
Observations concerning NapoleMs mode of Living 
and Acting. 

OUCH a ruler as Napoleoa can nerer conciliate 
affection; he can but excite admiration. How-^ 
ever, the observer of human nature will doubtless 
feel interested to know that man's mode of life, 
who, for his abilities and good fortune, has ex- 
cited the wonder of his cotemporaries, and will 
fill an indelible record in the page of history. 

The private. life of such a man becomes more 
interesting, because in the great political world 
which formed his proper element, he wa^ seen 
only in a false light. Where is he, who was able 
to dive itto the heavt of Napoleon, and form an 
opinion of that enigmatical beings hurried away 
by the most extraordinary events and singular 
combinations ? 

How ^ could that man be fathomed, who was 
obliged to employ all the strength and resources 

K t 
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of his mind to make head against an infinite num- 
ber of enemies and envious persons ; to restrain 
the most artful, and awe the most untractable ? 
How is it possible to judge of a favourite of 
fortune, who, spoiled by his unparalleled good 
luck, vainly conceived himself a prodigy ; the won- 
der of the world ; the highly meritorious and 
intelligent ruler of a great nation, born to eclipse 
all that had been seen, and every thing his pre- 
decessors had ventured to perform. 

To judge of the qualities of such an extraor- 
dinary man, particular attention must be paid to 
minute circumstances. These can then be weigh- 
ed by all whLO have not enjoyed a near view of him. 
His numerous enemies have exhausted themselves 
in reviling and stigmatizing him in their writings 
and conversation. His favourites, and some ex- 
alted minds, dazzled by his glory, have deified 
him ; and now, be is loaded with maledictions. 
Let a just medium be adopted. Let us duly ap- 
preciate the influence of passion^ the feeling of 
restraint, the charm of fortune and success, and 
the effects of that restlessness which exists in th^ 
very nature of the inhabitants of southern coun- 
tries ; let us, finally, consider the unlimited power' 
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conferred on him by fortune, and then we may 
judge with moderation. 

There is no greatness, without firmness of cha- 
racter; undecided characters, least of all others, 
can hope to distinguish themselves. To become 
a man of letters, an artist, a skilful mechanist, 
or an able general, a certain degree of perseve- * 
ranee is necessary to attain the end proposed. 
The military man, by the rigorous and barbarous 
nature of his occupation, is too often liable to 
exchange his perseverance for obstinacy. The 
soldier cares but little for the suflferings of others; 
he forms an excuse for every thing, by attributing 
it to the tyrant Necessity, and is eager to reach 
the goal to which fortime and power conduct him. 
Such were the sentiments that the eventa of the 
Revolution dictated to Napoleon. His ambition, of 
which the seeds are said to have been perceived 
from his earliest years, soon became an ever- 
increasing and passionate inclination for despotic 
power; an inclination which became stronger 
through the resistance opposed to it by his im- 
placable enemy, England. The greatest faults 
committed by Buonaparte had their source in 
the hatred he bore to the government of that 
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country, joined with the idea that France should 
never allow England to dictate laws to her; and, 
that by rendering himself master of all the con- 
tinental relations, he could present a powerful 
barrier to that island, until the downfall of her 
factitious credit brought on her ruin* England, 
as constant but more circumspect in the execu^ 
tion of her projects, succeeded at length by her 
prudence and intrepid perseverance in gaining 
the esteem of Napoleon, while orther gbvemments, 
bewildered by a long succession of misfortunes, 
favoured his ambition by their errors. Napoleon 
rightly apprehended that by taking advantage 0f 
these faults, and dividing the interests of di£fer'^ 
ent countries, he should open for himself a way to 
boundless glory. 

This conviction suggested tohim several politic 
manoeuvres, until that period when the union of 
different powers, and, above all, perseverance and 
good harmony, concerted and consummated bis 
ruin. 

How much is it to be lamented that Napoleon 
did not employ his great talents, his truly sur- 
prising powers, which so well seconded the vast 
resources of France, to the exclusive care of the 
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happiness of his vast empire* But his tempera- 
ment was too ardent^ his mind too turbulent, to 
allow him to confine himself Mrithin the limits of 
a reform and amelioration of the interior: to seize 
lan idea, assign to the adopted plan the necessary 
funds, fix the time and mode of execution, were 
for him but the business of a moment; he had 
afterwards time ^iout:h left for a thousand other 
schemes, which he followed up with the same 
activity. He passed from one to the other without 
intermission. He could appoint the means as 
well as persons, with the same facility: repose 
^was incompatible with his impetuous character. 

After so close an alliance with the powerftQ 
house of Austria, this man, hitherto invincible, 
placed on the pinnacle of good fortune, had no- 
thing farther to desire. After the struggle of 
a year, many of his enterprises proved abortive, 
and he has confirmed, by his example, the 
truth, that the highest sublunary fortune speedily 
declines, when arrogance is permitted to blind 
its possessor. Although it may be denied that 
Napoleon was endowed with a great degree of 
circumspection, it must however be allowed, 
that the confidence he reposed in his good fbr- 
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tuae> by which he bad attfoned the summit of 
h[am9ii gyaadeur, carried him through erery di& 
ficulty/whi^ priasented ; itself to the view of 
t]te uQimpaisisiQDed and distaat observer. Na- 
pplenfni leQcoui^ed by the issue of several 
sqhemes, ^uUuIIy ? combined, by negotiations 
wJbich rendered the projects of his enemies 
a|M)rtive> > sowed dissensions among them, and 
gave birthitoiialf nieasures; imagined he should 
1)0 sjtill able to follow the same course, without 
eqcpomngi himself to disagreeable results, and 
rpQltoned too >much upon the faults of his enemies, 
as well as on the consequences of his accustomed 
wiles, and, in fine, on the resources of his genius. 

Tbe first: enterprises of Napoleon, as a general, 
mat)^$maj:ieaUy considered, according to tbe prin^ 
dpks of Carnot, were executed in a happy manner : 
h^ allowed himself to make some deviations 
from the rules which form the basis of lines of 
operation. . 

In spite of his errors, he succeeded in getting 
the better, either ^ by the superiority of his 
strength, or the concurrence of circumstances. 
His success rendered him bolder,g^n4.b<>W^'^'^ bi* 
system of attack became more and more irregular. 
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till his^ Moscow campaign at length discovered 
that hci confided more in his stars tha^ the fixed 
principles of the art of war. Abandoned entirely 
to mathematical calculations, in which he was 
engaged for a year before the war against Rus^ 
sia*: he neglected to provide for lite physical 
wants of his troops> and that neglect became the 
source of all the misfortunes which overwhelmed 
his army, till it» entire expulsion from the German 
territory. Napoleon was continually occupied in 
geographical calculations; at an experienced 
glance, he apprehended the distances of place and 
.time, on which the tactical combination of the 
marchof his armies depended. 

But the precision with which marches w^re 
performed, under the direction of his generals, 
accustomed him to see every order executed, and 
made him think he could as easily satisfy all the 
necessities of his army. He thought his dic- 
tatorial mandate should suffice to procure bread 
smd meat, as well ^as to unite his troops on a de- 

* This idea is founded on the fact, that a compilation and cor- 
rection of the map of Russia were ordered to be executed two 
years before the last war with that country. A copy was delivered 
t<i<etLchof his maorshals. The map comprised exactly that part 
of t1|e country where he afterwards appeared in person with- hit 
grand army, and his marshals and generals with their corps. 
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temiined point. Indeed, it is probable that the 
administratitie authorities of thi^ army were ne^ 
ligent, and the sabordinate officers dishonest: 
the- fact is^^that Napoleon, not being aware of the 
tridks of that sort of persons, became their dupe, 
and thus an important branch of the war de^- 
partment remained exclusively in the hands of 
i^omptrc^ers and commissioners. 

Caulincourt, p^haps^ was the only one Mrbo 
pointed out these abutses to him ; at least, he was 
emplojred, during the armistice, in paying uH*- 
expected Visits to the hospitals, the state of which 
had perhaps excited some suspicions in Napoleon; 
Notwithstanding, Caulincourt's mission produced 
Ho considerable alteration. 

Napoleon, as we haye remarked, was too much 
taken up with his mathematical and geographical 
arrangements, intended to secure victory, to turn 
his attention to the most tiresome of the details 
l>elonging to the art of war. He detested that 
part, as one which imposed the greatest clog upon 

his schemes. D *, fearing to irritate him, had 

not the courage to represent the magnitude of 
the danger. Napoleon thou^t he had done 

* Probably the Count Daru. See p. 220. Ep. 
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enough, by giring orders that a larg^ supply of 
provisions should he forwarded from Fraace. 
Bvery body knows the criminai abuse which was 
made of his orders, and the snrnll quantity oi 
supplies which reached the army, sacrificed to 
the dishonesty of treacherous commissioners iu^' 
ti'usted with that important operation. Perhaps 
the French departments of administration thought 
it necessary to act in such a manner as to bring 
the distress of the army to its height, in order 
^t Napoleon, diverted by a multitude of ob* 
staeles, might at length renounce his syst^a of 
perpetual wsurfare. The private soldier had for 
a long time become a commodity of little worth; 
One of the best calculated and most success* 
fbl manoeuvres of Napoleon, was the march of 
General Bertrand, who came from Italy to Saxony, 
by way of Nuremberg. Doubtless, this march 
contributed to the brilliant success which crowned 
the opening of the campaign. The march of 
Marshal Ney, after the battle of Bautzen, was 
groimded upon a disposition equally prudent and 
well calculated. After the termination of the 
armistice, these brilliant and admirable marches 
became less frequent, because Napoleon, reduced 
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to t^mdih upon the defensive, and confined within 
a ^siiidfller space ctf ground, was obliged to direct 
hiDriself r from one point to another. The uncer- 
tainty of his situation was but too visible ; and 
v^hen he flattered hhnself he should be able to 
strike some great blow, he attempted it with sucli 
a body of forces, as would hardly allow him to 
pretend to those efforts of genius which distiur 
guish an experienced general. The latter partof 
^c campaign does him no credit, because hk 
blindly reckoned on the errors which the enemy 
might commit ; and, trusting to his personal abi- 
lities, he persisted obstinately in his fiifst idea; 
rieVer reflecting on his bad position, which threit- 
ened the. army land its leader with total ruin. 
Instead of giving up some advantages, he ha'*' 
fkttdeid and lost every thing. Napoleon 'had> not* 
w^ithstanding, shewn, in several preceding circum- 
stances, how much he feared that Austria would 
accede to the coalition, which, by her geographical 
situation, was about to occasion the total ruin of 
the French army. I am ignorant of the object of 
^<e negotiations with which General Bubna waft 
charged at Dresden and Leignitz; but evefy onfe 
remarked that, some days before the conclu6i6n 
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of the armistice. Napoleon, being at Neuniacql^ 
made particular inquiries about the position of 
the camp at Pima, where, at the begiiming of ^\ 
seven years* war, the greater part of the. Saxo%< 
army had been obliged to capitulate. He made the 
most minute investigation concerning the numb^ri. 
the position of the troops, and the motives tha^: 
had induced the capitulation ; every thing shewed 
that he relied upon that barrier fortress, in ca^e. 
Austria should declare war against him. Marshy 
Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, was destined to com-: 
mand the camp, which, at all events, was to ^ 
formed there, to protect Saxony from an attack? 
directed against that frontier. Indeed, a. short 
time after Napoleon had arrived at Dresden, Soult 
was conmiissioned to examine the environs of 
KcBuigstein. But the unfortunate inteUigeoce^ 
received from Spain, afterwards determined Na»^ 
poleon hastily to despatch Soult to the peninsula^ 
and the command of the intrenched campwas> 
Qonfided to Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr. 
» The marshals and generals of Napoleon, weret 
accustomed to see ^themselves driven froni oui^^ 
place to another, and generally to devote ih^j^j^ 
selves' blindly to his wilL But a short time before,, 
Soult had caused his best horses to be brought. 
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from the heart of Spain mtO' Sawmy. Diuriug 
the arittistioe, his wife had repaired irom-P/arigi to < 
Dresden; and two days* after. Napoleon being 
inCDtmed of the retrogade movement of .Us troops ^ 
' from Vittoria towards the French frontier, u&r> 
expectediy directed Souit to resume the comr.. 
maud of tiie:army in Slpain*. t w/ ^ 

The marshal, obii^podto set out thieiol)oMr4^i 
night, sold all his homes, mules« aoid eq^peige^t 
and dismissed his establishment* Thii<Mcf9i^ 
composing his staff found th^ns^lY^^u . thl^. 
same plight After a stay of tl)ireet4fty%,'thf!r 
dochess was constrained ta quit the* be$iiHil|d> 
dty of Dresden. The £i.tigue and labour iiiihrY 
devgone by the adjutant^ the secteturiies'^ thei 
orderly officers, in short, by all wb^ w^:^ aboiHt) 
Napoleon, from- the grand equerry to the lateanestr 
of his valets, is beydnd; conception.- Cauli^cpi^ 
deferred the name of indefiMigablek . Tlie^efijM 
as well as he were obJOiged toib^^ld tbeiii$ei?esr 
ever in readiness at a mosoMent'^iwfioe, land r event 
dressed in a style of dbgance^ foRftfaniiiefiviee/lofi 
Ni^oleo&w In. the palace i inhalnted byr ti»;£mi') 
peroiv every thing wad crbwded ted isfitbou^J 
subordinate krrangebient: besidbsi . itheu apatlti 
mesits wbich he ;ocenpitd isimuAlfy Usi -dabinetr 
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his waitii^ room, the dining rooms for his suited? 
there wm a chamber* aad a room of bwmew* 
(Cdbmet ih travel) allotted to Berthier^rOfiMe^. 
quentlf, bis adjutants were often put to inidotftn 
vaiience. A man of illastrions birtii,' for. in-?: 
stence, General Narbomw, who when ambaasadbwr 
at Vienna kept a splendid estabhi^mient, waa 
c^%ed during the latter period of the campaign 
to sle^p on straw» or on two chairs^ in Na^le^m's 
»D^e-<^hamber, where he did the duty of-ad^utant ; 
in that situation he was obliged constantly to be 
at his post) in order to awaken him, aeren or 
eftgbt times dtuing the night,. wfaeneFer any desi 
patch or report of. (xmsequence arrived which 
required that he should be immediately acquaints 
ed with it. In this anterchamber all those who 
were on duty slept upon straw; thcore wisre two 
s^jutants, ekch of whom had an ad^atant undet 
Mmypho was entrusted with messages aad ^wfao 
performed the duty alternately ; also an equenry^ 
two orderly officers, and two pagesu Often, when 
a forced march or battle was expected, the aato« 
diamber was fiU^ with all those who were' Uloe^^ 
ly to be eailed for by Napolecm. This a|»artN 
meat frequently resembled the beUy of the 
IVojah hone* ^Iteistah, the celebrated Mamelid^e 



144 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONt, 

wlM>m Buonaparte brought from Egypt, always 
slept on the ground, near his chamber, and most 
commonly at tiie door. He was klde^d but his 
esquire, who, like ^ncho Pansa, attended' him 
every where ; with this difference ^ alone, that Rus- 
tan did not dress his] steed, and that he had as ^ 
msmy .relays of horses as Napolmn himself. When; 
the latter was about to mount, Rustan was behind 
with the capotey the cloak; and the portmailfeau 
of hi& majesty, and, lastly, an* oiled-akin covering 
for himself. He dressed and undifessed Napo- 
leon, and, at times, even waited upon him at 
table. It would be assigning him too much 
honour to suppose that he' enjoyed a degree of 
rank, or shared the confidence of his master ;^ 
Caulincourt, and the oldest oflScers of Napoleon, 
fistmiliarly addressed him in the second person 
singular, and he lived with the most esteemed do- 
mestics of the imperial household. This mkn, 
who has become completely French, andis thkr* 
ried to a Parisian, whose portrait he alwiys 
wears in his bosom, possesses a physibgnoAiy 
which bespeaks an open disposition; his lafge 
black eyes, express a degree ot coMiallty and 
benevolence, which appear to justify the confi- 
dence Napoleon judged he might repose in hinf. 
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by relying entifely on hiB fidelity. NevertlieleBs; 
Riistan did not follow hts: master 4:o the isle of 
£lba^ when the latter descended from the sum- 
n^t of hisi glory. 1 telieve he was apprehensive 
a£the ill humour which that new dwelling might 
cre^te^ or preferred the agreeable residence of 
Bans. Tbere was besides at head^quarters a 
sort of Mameluke; a native of Versailles, ^so 
destined, for. the service' of Napoleon. He was 
attiredvin.tbe.same inanner as Rnstan, without 
P99sei|sing.aiQy of his oiiginal qaalities, and was 
k^t'inreservejwith some -division of the atten- 
dapts of the Emperor, or the courts whilst Rustan 
was appropriated to his person. When L speak 
pf Napoleon's cabija^, during the campaign, ihe 
largest/ and jnpst^ convenient rroom in the house 
must be ujideri^tood, which served, as^ a dwelling 
and a.place of, buHi^sS' for him and his secre- 
taries. He .attached more importance to it, than 
to the room whiqh he mhabited himself. When 
Na{)oleon bivouacked near bis troops,: close ;to his 
(pwix tent w^s piti^l^ed another, intended for /the 
cabinet, and always . arrangpd with the greatest 
[ particularity. In the middle, of the. room Was 
placed a large table, on which was spread the best 

, VOL. L L . . 
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map that could be obtained of the seat of war. 
Petri-8 wasemployedin Saxony, because he prized 
it highly, and had been used to it inrlSO^*. It was 
indeed the very same cppy • Tliis was placed ccwaf- 
formably wilii the points of ther compass,, befoi^ he 
entered the cabinet; pins with variioius cc4oured 
heads were thrust into it, t^ point out the situation 
of the i&ffeiKOLt corps d'armdeofihe Fvench or those 
c^f the enemy. This was the business of the director 
0f the bureau iapographique, (the topographical ca- 
binet,) who doitstantly laboured with him, and who 
piossessed a perfect knowledge of the different po* 
isiitions. > If this map were not ready, it was to be 
bfougbt immediately on the arrival of Napoleon, 
for he attached more importance to this than any 
want of his life. .During the night the map was sur* 
ij'ounded by twenty or thirty candles, in the midst 
of which was placed acompass. When the Emperor 
mounted his horse, Caulincaurt,the grand equerry, 
carried the necessary map, attached to his breast 
button, for as he Mras always at his elbow he was 
obliged to have it in readiness to present to him 

whenever he exclaimed la carte \ " the map \f* 

~ - If ^ ■■ 

* He, at times, used Blackenberg's. 

t On^ day Buonaparte asked for the map, aad it being folded 
in such a manner that the position which he wanted could not be 
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At thfe four comers of the sanctaary were 
plRced, when they could be obtained, mmll tables^ 
at which the secretaries of Napoleon were em- 
ployed^ and sometimes himself and his director of 
the bureau t&p(^^hi^ue, Jie most commonly 
dictated to them comptetdy dressed in a green 
uniform, oftibn widi his hat* upon liis head, pacing 
up and down bis apartment. Accustomed lo faybve 
every tkitig whids be^oincefved eoceic^uted :with the 
greatest^ pirompfeitude, no one c^dr/write fwt 
enough for him, and what he dictated wits to be 
wtittteii in dph$p;" It is incredible hoW fast he 
dictated, and whM^ a facility fai& secretories had 
acquired in following him with the pen. One of 
these> a very yoUng man, surpassed them all in 
rapidity, and the «th^ were alarmed lest Napo- 
leotit ^should require as .mushirom them. It may 

I - ! ■ ' ■ .„ i. ti ' ■ ■ II ■ , . I' ■ , 1 ■ I ' 

" ' ^ • - ' . ..^ . ' . ■ ' 

distinctly seen^ he flew into a passion ; for as he continued his 
waly on horse-bkck, he hki to give orders concerniiig the 
jioritiflji.hc.waatnfiieaf-c^j^^^^ He.tri^ tc^fgld it another way, 
bfut unfortunately a gu§t of wind disturbed it. In a transport of 
anger, he threw the th^p'^at th6 fefet tJf his^xcellefAcy the Duke of 
Yicenza, wk> waspWige^ |p :%ligjh|; ta pick y^-ffs and.with the 
assistance of a page arranged it properly. Buonaparte was 
sorry ior his passion.; /or some'' minutes after, he said in a more 
moderate tone, "Give me the map" Jle desired Caulincourt in 
future 'to fold it with'greater care*. }\ 

' ■■^"■^ • ■■■ "'' .■:-•.:. .-Li.... ■.. -r . . ' 
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well be conceived that these ciphers were but 
hieroglyphics. The tail of a dragon often stood 
for the whole French army, a rod for Davoust's 
corps, a thorn for the kingdom of England, a 
spunge for the commercial cities, Sgc. It is said 
that the emperor had a particular talent for deci- 
phering these characters, which must necessarily 
have been easy to him, since their meaning had 
been established by himself. But all I have de- 
tailed was but one-fourth of the business ; the 
secretaries had afterwards to decipher all this 
confused scrawling {brouillamini,) word by word, 
and to arrange the sentences agreeably to the sense 
they required. This was no easy task, when 
orders of an extensive nature were in question, 
inasmuch as but four secretaries were employed 
in military expeditions, diplomatic or political 
affairs, all which emanated immediately from him, 
as directing the whole of this great machine. They 
were also obliged to accustom themselves to dif- 
ferent sorts of occupations, relating sometimes to 
military tactics, at others to political affairs. As 
far as I have been able to learn, there were always 
two employed in the cabinet near him, and in- 
trusted with the despatch of business. For 
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example, a report perhaps was received from a 
marshal who commanded in Silesia, at the same 
time he took it into his head to answer a despatch 
coming from Spain, to digest some political tract, 
or diplomatic remarks ; to make some arrangements 
in judicial matters, or on some other subject, 
whatever it might be ; then a secretary was 
obliged to submit to write out an alphabet for the 
King of Rome, or to make a copy of the positi6n 
of twenty brigades of the different corps dtarmie, 
which were all perfectly well known to him. This 
must have been a -painful labour for one who was 
not so well acquainted with the combination, the 
origin, and the details, as he who had disposed 
them ; but habit gives a facility even in the most 
complicated matters. 

These secretaries, always living within the 
sphere of this extraordinary man, whose volcanic 
genius gave birth at once to a thousand differeut 
ideas, were like so many strings attached to the 
administrative war departments, to that of the 
Duke of Bassano (Maret,) of the Prince of Neuf- 
chatel (Berthier,) as well as to the other authori- 
ties of France, to whom the orders_ of Napoleon 
were directly issued. It is really astonishing how 
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he made so small a number of persons suffice fot 
such a load pf business, without impeding its 
regular course. I do hoi here notice the faults 
in matters of administration, resulting from the 
tieglijgerice of inferior authorities. Of this nature, 
for instance, was the scandalous liourse pursued 
with regard to the wants of the army, sacrificed 
to the misconduct and'ctipidity of certain con- 
tractors. I speak but of such affairs as must have 
passed inriiiediately fhrcfligh die cabinet, aiid Which 
seemed to require i gpreater numbei- of assistants.' 
A very few sufiiced, owing to' the "simple and la- 
conic mode to 'which ■ those abotit^the -persbn* of 
the Emperor were accusfbmetf. 'A few Words, a 
hint, a single feature, fdrnishedmat*ei^ for labours 
minutely detailed, with which dthera Were charged; -^ 
while in the cabinet itg61f yrete' trsUisacted only 
tliose matters wherein Napoleon W£(s particiifeirly 
engaged- These related chifefly to pdlicy or mi- 
litaiy defence. He knew with great precision the 
position of the armicis, thfe composition of the' 
different masses, their combination and eittploy- 
ment, but the orders for the detail belonged to" 
Berthier, who catised them to be executed by his 
numerous staff. A comprehensive mai&ner of 
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digesting, and a serious attention to different 
objects, naturally contributed to their quick des- 
^tch. At least the secretaries of Napoleon were 
accustomed to a rapidity of procedure^ ths^t ex* 
tended even to insignificant matters, which either 
came, or might come, under his cognizance. When 
he had heard a report, or determined on any things, 
one might be, certain of its being executed in a 
few days. 

The progress'of business was conducted with 
such celerity, that> in matters which were to pass 
through several offices, one might determine the 
very day^)n which such or such an affair would 
be concluded. Doid>tless this is a great thing to 
be said oTthe head-quarters of an army, when the 
matter in question is of a secondary nature, and 
entirely foreign to the orders which direct its 
maaceuvres. This rapidity was the result of the 
fiery and impetuous character of Napoleon^ there, 
were moments when all about him remained in, 
mute and gloomy expectation, and this mournful 
silence wasthe prelude of some storm which the 
Emperor w?us brooding, and whose anger evidently 
foretold a disgrace. Then every one was on the 
watch fpr (be moment when the bolt should fall^ 
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and soihetimes this suspense continued half a 
day. 

The French approve of the extraordinary acti- 
vity above recited ; few of them value a system of 
business, wherein each has a post assigned him 
commensurate with his abiUties. 

Neither keepers of records, {archivisUs) nor re* 
gistrars, nor scribes, were s^n in the eebinet of 
Napoleon ; there was one keeper of the portfolio, 
(gardien du porie-feuilk) and he who was chosea 
for that oflBice was probably the most placid man 
in France ; in the midst of the alarms of war, the 
duties of his life were perhaps the Simplest, 
but, at the §ame time, the most tiresome in the 
world. The tried fidelity of a long series of years 
procured him that post ; Wx^ gardien du porte-feuUk . 
was dressed simply as a Swiss porter, with an em- 
broidered collar to his coat, a distinguishing mark 
of servants of inferior, rank, and was classed with 
the vakts-de^chambre^ but he had the inspection of 
all the large portfolios of the cabinet, and all the 
chests and covered cstrriages of the archives, 
in which was included the bureau topographique. 
He was the keeper of this sanctuary, like the 
sphinx before the gardens of the Egyptians, and 
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he never quitted the door of the cabinet unless he 
were relieved on account of indisposition. A 
strong constitution and a mild temper were neces- 
sary for thi« situation ; the person who filled it 
was constrained to be at his post night and day, 
and there to hold himself always in readiness, as 
Napoleon often awoke, and immediately betook 
himself to business.; This petty office was not 
difficult to fill, but it became very fiitiguing, as 
long as the head-quarters remained in the same 
place. When they wete removed, monsieur Var- 
chivisie found himself with the waggons of the 
cabinet or with the bureau topographique. That 
part of the latter which was actually moveable 
was contained in two carriages, which always fol- 
lowed the head-quarters. 

On the arrival of the army in Saxony the greater 
part of these effects had been left on the frontier, 
and among the alterations and retrenchments 
which were made, was comprehended the great 
body of geographical charts, which was much di- 
minished ; the greatest loss in this department had 
been experienced in the Russian campaign, a loss 
which the officers of Napoleon's household them- 
selves acknowledged as irreparable. Of all the fine 



6xp6dHio0,Qat.the sa^allaatpartioiivmsaaved* Tim 
smallaui&ber of those qffioer^ who had been ablets 
esoape the geoeit^l exte^mmatioa, had much ado tc^ 
return with the clothes on their backB. The fa- 
vourite treasure of Napoleon, his qoUectioh ojf 
plans, became the prey ofw universal calacwty. 
It is to be hoped that these excellent 4nd scarq? 
works, which, ought to have been made subser- 
vient to the advantageand prosperity of empires^ 
not to their destruction, may ha^e fallen into the 
hands of persoias who know their value, and pos- 
isess influence enougb to turn them ta ai^oufit 

Two chasseurs of the horse-guard were, des- 
tined to.transport the geographical documents 
of secondary importance; they were styled chasr 
seurs du porte-^^ifiUe, jmd were chosen for tjiis 
hpnou;rable post by the officers ondutyb^lopging^ 
to the same b]:anch of service as theQ^selves;r 
the aide^e^camp .on duty delivered to tfeem .t^«^ 
sacred portfolio, They followed closie ou;tbo 
heels of the adjutant, or the^oither pers()^ W^9. 
were nearest to Na^iokon, whfiuHiiei: ..fee yvex^^uk 
his carriage or on horseback i; md, <nevei<> losing 
sight of the importa«txbwg?.*hc^,M4stft «?»««%; 
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they overtuilied in theif way every thing which 
could divert them but an inch aside from their 
destined post. Those whose duty it was to fol- 
low Napoleon^ were in 4he habit of retaining 
their allotted station with the most obstinate 
perseverance: this wte the effect of the disci{4iiie 
whiqh Caulincourt, the giand equerry, employed 
in their regulation; his tontrol extended ovei" 
every branch of the imperial -hotisdiold; After 
the death of the Grand MSr^hal Duroc, all Orders 
concerning the mbi^ch, the hidt, the'staUes, the 
re-lays, the kitchen, tlief' servants, and pajr^icci* 
larly Ae eourier, and exp^^. cm^mmCt^ 
lincourt. To him were intrusted the keys of 
the mails which the couriers brbtrj^t; he bpeii^^ 
them, and gave Napoleon aftl thut immediately*^ 
concerned him,- whether he were oh the march- 
er had taken up his qriartelrsi When he was in 
his carriage; the whole travelled at a foil trot 
or gallop. Caulincourt hastilytdighted from his 
horse, took the courier aside, opened the mail, 
gallopped ^fter Napoleon, handed him the des- 
patches; after wliich, a quantity of envelopes 
were seen flying from each side of his carriage. 
These jpapers sdmkimefi^-fe^^ ttpon the ho^se 
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which sanrounded it; for when Napoleon travelled 
in his carriage, all the papers that he had not 
Jbad time to read in his cabinet, were thrust into 
it. He amused himself by looking over ' them 
when he was abroad, if the position of the coun- 
try were well known or immaterial to him. All 
useless reports were cut up, and thrown out of 
the carriage window- The pieces were seen fly- 
ing in the air like a swarm of bees, and wete 
finally ground under the wheels. Probably B6f- 
thier was intrusted with destroying therii, 'fer 
some have been seen which were very carefiAly. 
cut up. Perhaps Napoleon amused himself Tjy 
'doing it, for he was not able to remain stiHfor'atn 
instaoft. When Berthier* and he had nothi^^ 'to 
jdiBCttss, and he was tired of playing with the tUfi- 
sel of the carriage window^ his majesty fdl 8isle(i|>. 
To avoid this sort of ennui, when there weid nei- 
ther reports, hsts, nor statements to submit 'to 
him, the pockets of the carriage were ^led vrfilth 
journals and other periodical publications from 
Paris. Scarcely had he time rapidly to 'dcim 

" :: 7~^. ' 7r~ 

• When Berthier, who was always his travelling companion, 
was absent, liis place was sometimes fillecl by Cadlincounrt, but 
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thexa oyer^ when they, were seeiitflying^r Kghter 
than the wind^. vihich bor^ them. Some of his 
.iipite^epger for.<ao:\relty;. endeavouiredtopick tbem 
jup* Eileen sometimes advantage; might be taken of 
thificicoiim^taiice to furnish one's $elf with, a little 
itravelli^g library; for when there were neitber 
youroals, nor periodical pubtications, the oarifiage 
yras filled with noyetey and ei^n withifery volumt- 
m>^ roQiance^, but ojai^^ sewed together in the 
abl^et^: nevertheled^^ thia kind of reading was 
,ppt much reUshedby Njapoleoa> who liked works 
yitf.a ^plid description; if the first pages did net 
please him, the unfartubate bookd were thrown 
^Ujt Off the carriage- window as usual. It some- 
times happened that one of his suite, from curio- 
sity, picked up what had fallen, otherwise it became 
thepras^e of the soldiers who followed him. < 
; The grand equerry Gaulincourt. attended with 
.inexpressible zeal to every want of Napoleon. 
!He .acquitted himself of that painful task with 
n an unparalleled exactness and attention. Abound* 
,:Im6aiati?ity was the chief of his qualities; bat, 
what is most astonishing, in spite of the number 
of political commissions, and other affairs, with 
which he was intrusted by Buonaparte, he always 
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fouiid tinie enough to enter into the most mi* 
nute detaib relative to all that concerned the 
c^conomy of the imperial household, and to pay 
e^ery possible attention to it. Napoleon could 
never have found a more active or indefatigable 
servant. 

Gaulincourt also^posdesaed the talent of express* 
iag every thing in a few words.. He had but one se^ 
cretary ; and when he himself had passed the night 
in employment with Buonaparte, at break of day 
he was the first who repaired to his post. . No^ diffii* 
culty^ however great, was able to ^dkcourage him. 
He wi^salmost always on horseback, and constaRtly 
by the. side'of Nia^poleorfs carriage. When fHEu:ti* 
pular business required him elsewhere, he was 
replaced by one of the two equerries on duty. The 
Of der and tranquillity which reigned at all times 
in jthe service of the imperial household, :gtf which 
we shall speak in the sequel, were doubtless the 
wotk of Gaulinciyurt. His oecupatioas- were, 
considerably increased since the death of Duroc. 
Rendering full justice to Caulincourt's talents and 
ability,. I believe Buonaparte was more frank, and 
leas reserved with Duroc than with him. Caulin 
eourt was greatly devoted to him, but his manners 



wet^ add, ><ftnd too oomonaiit with etiqiOBitte, 
which DuiKK) did iiot sd ^exactly observe. La one 
respect CaalmcottFt'.spdk& freely to Napoleon, and 
dciixcealed firoixi him no particle of that which 
others dai«id not impart for fear of getting them* 
selves into disgrace ; on the other band, he paid 
bioi'^e most ^es^raragaxkt homage, so exaggerated 
that it tooldnot faU ii^ deprave him* Of this 
d^Knriptieh Wi^cf the pHitionlar^ arrangements 
madetoceiebraste the arrival of Napoleon in any 
pittbe; for example^ an Ulumittatioti, under pre- 
tence iif embhiig ^e tiroops who had ju^t march^ 
ed in, to know the streets better, and find theff 
qnerters in the night. Yet Caniindoott had' at 
the same time dcme much good by expressing 
himself freely on the danger of Napoleon's un- 
dertakings, by pointing out to him the disorders 
which took place in the army, and the horrid 
excesses committed by the soldiery. He was 
the orgatk of those imfortungte persons who 
addressed themselves to him, unless the object 
of their petitions were foreign to his department : ' 
he superintended with much rigour every object 
of oeconomy ; he was generally Very severe, often, • 
even rude. This fault had begu» to be-vMy 
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Common among the Fi^eneh, vrhoihgK}¥ibeMt<i0n- 

Sidered in all foimer timie^ ^9 a mo^ fW^shtd 

j^ople. Formerly a Frenchmaa w^uld itove 

been ashamed to allow himself to use , ¥}i}pir 

terms and oaths in polite compajay ; ,t];]^t^bad^ 

habit was. confined to Ihe lo^er cjas^es^.trpf 

people, with them these cpacse lexyj^^isi^s 

^c^ame the ordinary means of. transition; A^iimi 

one seutenqe to anbdier. But when the-n^ief 

himself, in a fit of anger, or to express .his.^fS" 

cpntent, indulged in the use pf the cq$ic^st 

terms, could politeness and urbanity be .^j;j%?€l- 

. ed from those who surrounded him? - :.. :j>ii 

.. It is not necessary to give credit, tp. tiffii 4#s- 

gijpting • scurrilities which; are displayed, iji-; tfee 

book printed under the title of The Secn^U ^t^St. 

Cloifd^ io be shocked to hear NapoleQn\in a 

moment of passion, say to one of his eqpejfrjif s, 

Vous itestoiu desj / Je wmfyrai/-^ — 

tons If . And all because ^ piqueur or , fin 

escort had neglected in the night to direct a popj^l- 
lion, and the way had been mistaken. > Anjlm- 
peror should not sanction such improprie^i^9 ; .hjut 
like the monarch of China or Japan, who when he 
sneezes, gives permission to all his people to 
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do tke Mne, the Ettiiperaf of the French, allowed 
yi wife wete in his iemce to become ehockingly 
Ooarse ; a lieeme they used indiscrimiiistely, aikd 
without mearaire on every occasion. 

Napoleon's head-quaitera contained but a small 
number of those Frenchmen of the old school, dis- 
tinguished for their politeness; and who united 
to their natural courage, the urbanity of the 
courtier ; these were besides reduced to conceal 
their graceful manners, which in their situation, 
would have been considered as haughty and 
unbeemning. General Narbonne was the most 
amiaUe of all; he had at first been ambaiksador 
to the court of Austria, latterly governor of the 
fortress of Torgau. I have already had occasion 
to speak of him. 

After having been employed during the armis- 
tice, jointly with the grand equerry Caulincourt, 
in the negotiations at Prague, he remained at 
head-quarters with the other adjutants of Buona- 
parte*. Generals Flahault, Drouot, Durosnel, 
and Colonel Bernard distinguished themselves 

by polite manners as well as by the extent of 

' ■ ■ ■ — - - - -^ ' 

*Afterthi8 he TVdi appointed 'to the government of the for- 
tress of Torgan. He died, during the sfege, of a nervous feVer, 
which had become epidemic, at the end of the autumn of lbl3. 

VOL. I. M 
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their bnmrfed^e. IfaetiackaiDle fwt theirs -aMadb* 
mcattto tfaeirmwter, fnH of activity, tbfey/flhewed 
maA satift&oticHi when Napoleon intrasted 
them with any piivate ^dSm^ the adKtairy t^pna^ 
tions they had to. exeoute wete conaidured by 
them as ao many modea of aelf^natraction. To 
give a more oomplete idea of them» I will cite the 
following traits. Flahanlt faaa a very agraeaUe 
appearance, and is exceedingly adroit; he was 
sent to the frontiers of Bohemia to receive 'the 
King of SaoBony . He remained at Lbignita dttifitig ' 
tlie ^nnistioe^ to arrange Bome< t>f the>a(rtiel6S> > 
in quality of a commissioner. Droabt, wko^ asi'> 
general of artillery, was always charged i^wti^f 
diatvibating and planting the caomon ki ^tetiab/' 
remained with Napoleon, and foUewed hkni^tef 
tbeisleof£lba^ ^ 

* Drouot always had a Bible with him, the reading of which 
utashb chief pleasure,. aad he publicly avowed it to theofficeiW! 
on service, (an extraordinary peculiarity at that period, and y^^^ . 
remarkable in a French general.) He had perhaps some in- 
clination towardis superstition, for a« Buonaparte always d^i^»' 
patched liim to situations where his duties exposed l^i^Htto.the 
greatest dangers, Drouot took particular care to attire him- 
self in his old uniform of a general of artillery, • in which he 
plJBiced the greatest confidence, because ^o misfortune. h(^d ever 
happened to him while he had worn it. When he, wasne^ the 
batteries he always alighted ; and indeed he was so fortunate 
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DuMBnd was cdiftfidaaiiMl* at DrtsdM from < 
theeoiPfiof the Fni&chv ta^tbe Mrresder af«k«|i 
cky/r His /B^bUa kick hurm^ mRaners ^mh 
ciliated l^iibs corteem of idl the SBxaAB^Ofio* 
nel BbffBard served ni aa* eogineer ; be caused the 
woodeu' bridge ef Dresden to be coostrncAedi 
agi)ee«bfy^ to tlie evders of >Nap(deoo ; aad diuriagi 
die armiiMtioe, he Aipermtended the ereittien of 
the^fortificatioae of tint city. .' 

;JrreiMmber that Na{ioleod Uamelf bemg new 
the haation of the arsma), dktated to hm an otdiet! 
cfmcenikig sottt new woAb, and Benmrd inuosted i 
it' down on his tablets. Near Zktaii he hi^.the 
mfaforttine td break his leg by falling into a. ditch, 
with hia horse dwiug the nighty at the momisftt 
of a Ydry warm engagement. The othwdaty^ 
adjutants were General Count de Lobad (Moutoa) 
remarkable for his personal bravery, and for the 
pride and roughness of manner which distin-' 
gaished his deportment. During the armistice, 
and after the departure of Sou)t» he wau» appointed 

thte neither he nor liis horses were ever wounded. His mo- 
dfiaty also equalled his under^itandingy and he appeared ani- 
mated by a sentiment of national honour ; which could not, 
su^ly, without pain, allow him to see a great nation reduced 
to obey a man like Napoleon^ 

M9 
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ia. quality .of commanidantTgeaeral of th^.g^ia^ai, 
to superintend the daily movementd of?|he tvot^f^ 
at the Chan^ de Mars, of Fr^dericstadt^ lu th^ 
vrood of Ostra, till that duty was confided l;^ 
Drouot. When Vandamme was cut off, anjl. de- 
feated near Culm, Moutoa reorganized the wreick 
of his corps d^armie, completed it with fresh troQpif | 
and replaced its artillery. At the head of hU 
troops, he occupied the principal defiles <xf Bo^er 
mid, and at the end of the campaign he.wa^ at 
Dresden, with Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr, .Aft^ 
the unfortunate success of the sortie att^mptj^^ 
by that general, the Au&trians made the Oawt d$ 
Lobau prisoner, with the remainder of the gar-, 
rison* Corbineau, '^hose temper was ev^p, al- 
though his manners were roughs obtained the com- 
mand of a division of cavalry in Vandan^Qie/s 
corps; he received a wound in his head at the batr 
tie of Culm, and made his escape wijth the re^t..^ 
the fugitives in ^empuntains of Saxony. I smb 
ignorant of bis subsequent fortune. I can 9cajcc^^ 
tel) what ^hoi^d.be said of the young Duke ,9/ 
Placentia^i except that Paris and its gaieties 
agr§ed,better with him than ^i$ (;,ampa,ign^ J)e- 
jean» of wbpm npthing particular pan be related* 
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wiis sent to meet the new guard of honour orgi- 
uMdi at. Mayence, and was mtrustdd to bring it 
.to Dresden.' But, whatevei^ his knowledge, he 
wk^ not fit to instruct a corps of cavalry recently 
otgahized. Doubtless^ Buonaparte was aware of 
the weakness of these troops, since he dispersed 
those four regiments, which were very far from 
complete in numbers^ among the cavalry of the 
guard, ^at they might accustom themselves to 
service. It is allowed that these young people, 
who united themselves merely through a senti- 
tiiedt of honour, could be but of little use, notwith- 
litanding their good will, and the encouragement 
lavished on them. 

General Hogendorp was rarely on service 
near Napoleon ; he was sufieting with the gout. 
A short time before the condumon of the airmi- 
stice he was commandant of Breslau, and after- 
wards of Hamburgh, imder the orders of Davoust. 
The aides-de-camp of Napoleon, between thirty a&d 
forty years t>f age, were for tfate greater part newly 
appointed ; the old aides de camp had perished in 
"[Russia, or had been employed, after the dissolu- 
tion of the grand l^rmy*, in oi^anizing the neW. 
Two of thdse dutants were chared vrith the 
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diily duty, whidh obiige* them to att6nd ' night 
and day in the antecKAnitierbf tfe'lSnt^eror. This 
seri^ice ^as less iricsorne duHtig the armistice. 
They announced all those Who wer^ catiled fw 
by* him, or wished to speak withhink, unless their 
rank at head-quarters entitled tbem to '^ftter 
without being ahnouncfed. In ifiis Case th^y 
kiiotked thrice at the door, which being ripened 
half way, their names were ifepeafccd. If 3?iFipo- 
ledn were plieased to allow any one tb comci in, 
the attendant dpened the d6or of the'<jabSA^t; 
otherwise, <hey wcreoWiged to waitxartil'fodlbhfel 
"Bacter d'Albe, who -was employed in^^heeaBa^et, 
called them. "^ 

Tliis officer was appointed, cm two diflfereil't ac- 
counts, dipeetor of the kurean topograpkiqiie ;^l!fh- 
poteon confeti^ed'fbe situation on him fer his geo- 
%Mpii}eai knowledge,^ atod extreme love^of labour. 
^Long services had procured him the particular 
^^onfidttDce of Buonaparte, but h^ was at the san^e 
time the sl^e of Ms will. Hi$ hadhim^ Called 
i>lleiier and inor& m»ixpecte^^ than atrtf <bf "liis 
4dSesr^e-eamp.f[iA&0(&0m had «ot^ ikoitmt ^t 
his own oraimaiiBLd ; ingh£?«nd A^a^li^mk^^mt^ 
pscrd^distge^; his Jlfe ww'-aitil^^ttd^vbti^rto k 
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^ ;fMu;i<«l activity, and tjp the qapdces of N^polc^n. 

,^#ppjly hia maoQer of living p^^ctl^ f^^f^ 

mith auch intense japplicatioa. P'Albe ha4 given 

^{iiroofii of his taleot as a painter in ih^ public e^- 

tdbition of pictiues at Paris, and his fine map of 

, Italy had stamped his reputation as a tppographor. 

,^ii persevawice in study had almost rendered 

him indispensable to Napoleon. He was chidBLy 

engaged in coriecting maps, combining and\pre- 

paring inaterials, arranging marches, and all yr&ny 

extended lines of operation. NiqK>leon express^ 

• t^mself in a^few wwds ; D*AIbe <:onceived 9pA 

fd^^acttted in hia awn independent manner, the ti^i^ 

which was imposed upon him. The hahiH: of 

conversing with Napoleon gave him ; $490 tl^.pri- 

vitege of assuming a c^rtaiii ten^^ which ^ej^mi^f 

aU^ange to s^y, permitted in him» when J^e c^mti»- 

dieted t with. firmness, and fnom woU-^giicpnd^ 

v^piqioQ. I knpfir tli^ Napoleon one d^^y nuv^ia 

4refidM €itir,<)n ^teoount o£ sQnwfef¥>rt^ vimnfV 

odki^ p8p^# whif^ he thought the oolonQlihftdim 

4Mb possession. Atthis jiiA«kure omne f eptj^aehu^ 

lesei^ped «he^£«per<Hr» eonceming the ins^fenticAtir 

iMPgetlutoeas of his, ^rf^ants^ M lMt> iD'Attx^ 

JoaingiA pMieM&mabiomi fM Ic^aw his Mat 



" *?st3rT bas^ a perfect Jcno^5r^e4ge♦of .jfipket^.^fi^f, 

" ej^ellwt men^oiy; but,afiteraUrf^kPpw, whf^tj[fi 
" fawow," ^c. At last Nap9leon iwqacae ^»t, . 
an4 the paper was fouqddn aiiotber placid* X^., 
ardent zeal for his master's service, and s^.d^r^^, 
of «n.atif>naj pride with which thin^ offiAer ')vi^, 
ianimated, . degenerated into severityM co^tempV^i 
and .coarseness, towards the enemies of FraniQ|^.^^ 
Napoleon was accustamed to see his resplutivp^?/ 
es^ecuted with the.greatest punctuality. £^tii:€^ly^ 
devoted to his py3cy[ects> fuU of profound ^iiesp^t 
foar bis genius. Colonel d'Albe would .hav:^i.9Prt 
nihilated' the authors oi the disasters 4f Viw^Q^ . 
'^They will commit faulte,-^we shalLfeJi onan4{ 
" crush' them/' • Such were the expressions'^tQ^ 
ta<^ by his zeal and avdent dism^ to -exeoute' ike r 
plansr of Buonapartey m spite of i;hat faAigue and' 
cempulsion whieh a robust constitAtkm t alone 
c^^ld 'Ufi^rgo^. Notwithibtanding* ther impetiioup^ 
temper ^f Napoleon, which he had to- endure i^^ 
Aiistria, as wselLas im Russia, in ilirae of peace and 
wai^,Ad'Albe, with the igreater fmrt of thotKi v^ 
surroimd^d Buonsparte, was>aliinayS'Y;ohi^^l3$ 
devoted to him. They saw in him^ the . man who 
spread fatir«tfil wide the splenditDiir <^f itbe <French 



ji^M of h^f chief, whfenhik eSaMMde^ds *hdVe 
di^Bfi^ighed ttie peHofibf ftfe'rafe as d gMrfotis 
epddSha in her refcords. LHtle attention i^'pitld Wi 
pKVaf er ^ong, when national vanity is satilfled'; * 
and the country raisefd to itomortat ^ry. ©^Albd 
ha'd been formerly equal in rank with many offlc^ni • 
who are become Marsjials of Prance, or *t ieart 
€f6nerals of Division; he had served as many 
yearis ad they, yet he never obtained any promof- * 
ticna;' oAe wotlldhave thought that Napoleon was 
determined to keep him in an inferior rabk, in 
ord^r*' to be able to plague him at his pleasure. * 
It^^w«« a^vtrays thelSfcst employed by Buonaparte 
bef^Dnre hia departure, and the first summoned to 
busitt68B»iln the establishment of fresh hiead-^fuam 
t6rs: Daring the march, he was more disengaged^ 
atndWheti e/ battle 'wa& fought, Napokoa converse 
edi'wlA him oidy when some geografdiical in- 
quities' presented themselves. D'Albe iiad fewo^ 
fefiow-labeurefs'ih the topographical cabinet, wh^ 
w#r« officers of engineers, of whom one was always 
abrtpad, whilst th^ other was* in a manner sub^ 
inspector of the chamber of plans. . 

These three indivixiufds, four conftdwtial se^iie- 



\m^ ifAd tJ^ fii;8t ord^yly qf^*, Gourg?^ 
4^ii^if<p bataiihnf (Vjbio .w£(9 chai^d wil^ . the ii^^t 
important despatches and commissions, paxtjicu- 
Jarly respectiqg the commaiul of the arti^ry) 
formed a sort of privyTConncil» separate from 9II 
other brai^cbes of the imperial hoysefaold. 4^ 
ihdr ofllcefif emanated immediately from N^qpoli^^m 
Ujpaself, and, consequently, were of a peculiar, na- 
ture, they always had a sefqurate table at i;he 
palace, in order to &cUitate their confen^nces. 4^ 
l)ie rest of his personal staff dined at ^woaepar8(;(e 
itables ; the first was {cur the chief aiSc^s, the 1^- 
cofid A>r the otiber officers cm 4uty« The ipiarsh^ 
of the palace, the gra^d equerry, the ma? sh^^ 
who were at head^qmurtert^ Bessi«r«3 and JS«ii|t(, 
^metwaes fiaro^ gienerals» the aiy a(09its of N^ 
po^eon. General Guyot^ as conunandltnt; of t)|e 
escorts and |;uide8 of the borse-fuard; Couat 4^ 
Turenne, as grand-master of the waidrobe ; aja^ 
jthe equerri^ who, as baronf, eo^oyed tbe^ mk 
of colonel^,, dine4 at llie first t^Ue. Thai si^offMl 
was filled by the orderly officers, the a^vtfwM9> 
the aidea^-camp of the"£ip,perQr» the offijperet of 

* The same who, tinder the tide of General, follow^ TSf apo- 
l^oii to St Helena. 
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*^fti6 ^it^d, of^ th6 gendarmerk, tite pages^ the 
ijuTg^ohs otih^ imperial tioml^i^ld, and the pay- 
tnaster. 

fTiese two tables "v^ert^ generally served, diie 

after the other, with the gfedteirt exactness, by 

some inferior servants, before that <yf Buonaparte. 

The persons engaged m the cabinet did not dine 

till after Mm. During the whole of the campaign, 

only the Prince of Wagram, 'DerAier, dined wrfli 

Napoleon, unless the King of Naples, were at 

bead-qiiarters. If Berthier was sick, his pWce 

was t3^ppliedby thegttind equerijr ah#a marshal. 

Frtifi tw*lte toi sixteen dishes ^ere served up in 

"the FVendh ^yle, itit pei^fi^ foi4n;'Jbut NaptSleon 

crte and drank frugally. Beirthier pdOrM out his 

dhmk, 'Mid spbke very little during th^ med. 

ftueftlin, or another i)akt^e<hambl^, waftSed at 

%aM^. Vety often efScers who brdtighf him des- 

^patches, or oflier mattets, were' Emitted during 

4he i^epast, aaid • Buonaparte listened to them 

>w^ile he Was hftstlly eating, Mke 'one whi» had 

" *'lt'is said, 'that, at Paris, when Napoleon was completely 
immersed iipL business, and was reminded of die time for sitting 
down to table, he often exclaimed, ^^ What, have I not yet 
dined?" 
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r«(>DiuriDgtlie-annistice> aQac&e&^of tkeTkei&e 
Fmnfois, Mademoiselle Bourgoin/for whom he 
had a particular inclination, wais favoured by an 
mvitatioQ to bfeakfagt with him; in company with 
Berthier and Caulincourt. It was a rare circum- 
stance to see in Napoleon's antechamber a Pari- 
sian lady; elegantly dressed and alone^ waiting for 
the opening of the door. I have heard it re- 
marked, on this occurrence, that the kings of 
l^raace used formerly to invite men distinguished 
for their talents to breakfast with them, such as 
l^layers, singers, men of science, S^*t* It cann6t 
be said, whether Napoleon invited p^sons of thtt 
descnption from a passion for imitation, in ot6l^ 
to flatter them, through caprice, 6r from other 
mi^tives. Although I was, at Aat time, near 
enough to the court for observation, (but ttot in 
the high? circles,) with the exception Of the acttess 
I have Just named, I never had an opportunity 
of seeing lany amiable or fascinating person there: 
Ih ftict, extraordinary periods of tranquillity a!nd 
leisure were necessary to remind the uneasy and 
turbulent spirit of Napoleon of the charms of 
pledLSute. 
' The activity of an ever-restless spirit, wht)se 
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8i]|^iieiiKe . bappiness/ alcHie con9isted:ia the Tarioug 
alitrm^ «aad contmual < oceupatknis of wary set 
aii^ide, all idea of legularity aod stated times of 
eifil^oymiBnt . Every thing at head-quarters was 
done, ou a suddea^ yet each individual was ob; 
liged to be ready lAstftutly toiidfil his task. Vn^ 
ejected iutervalp of repose, and peliods-of de- 
pf^-ture, changes of appointed: hours, and ofteiv 
Qf jro^t^s andi halting-places, succeeded eacdi 
^her.perpetiuaUy. JSven when the grand equerry 
hf^d received ^ some' intiiaaation of departure, its 
^^f^i^^c^, perhaps, took place very late^ and 
^^Utry^otl^r.p^irsQn was lost in vain conjecture of 
^]^t,i)irouUi happen. ^He who addressed himsd£ 
tQ.,apq|J)«r -for . informatk>n, received- no *61iber 
^p^wer than a shrug of the shoulders/ followed Jiiy» 
V|,It,4p*nat know!'' The mattersof business* re- 
p$i^tf!^ and cq^riers, which arrived, were the 
i^ndardsjbfy^ which N^polecm distributed his timet 
I^was formerlj^ erroneously conceived, titat»be 
ZQd^e others lab(wr in his room; on the contrary> ipj 
^ opjerationsthe principal plan emanated from hin^; 
JSertthier might, perhaps, venture to makesou^Q 
observations, but he was seldom charged wit[|| 
a|iyjl .thii](g^( expept tjie .final execut^ion off^Ae 
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ordemofhidchiel The maroh wu freqiEiently 
delayed sotte hours ;. even lialf a dasy, and to 
the laat word vrhxh Napoleon dictated in bis 
cafainet, was attached the sirddefi orders ^' The ' 
caKriage«--To horse r Then all those who iaer» 
to follo:«r him pot themselves m motion as if they 
had \men struck with an eleotrie strekd^ Nor 
did they till that moment know, what road tbe^*. 
were ta take. The grand equerry» of> if he were 
oUieifwise engaged, an eqaeny, rode on horse*, 
back at the light handrside of the carriagt»*, 
Giefiier«}vGu3fot> or some oifficer who came Beasf 
to him in cank^ was on tbe left, with the adjutrata-^ 
on duty, equerries, <^rdeffy officers, pages, a»4*. 
tlie i^ig^rs for Napoleon aad Bertfaier. Rus-^r^ 
taq, the* okasseur du porte-femlle^ and another,; 
meiuilted attendant, under the orders of Gauliii^ 
C9m%f feUowed close to the casrii^ (^the fimt.y 
^wt. AU tl^ train was sueeeeded by twentyr^, 
few ligfht. horse, under the conunaad of an (^Sbe^r. 
Thefe arrangements, established otce for aUv 
wejre strict, and observed on every occasion withr 
tH4F^^»^ exactness. All officers ^ho bel<mg- . 
ed ta the suite, or might join it^ dared no* presume 
to go before; the escort; those of elevated, ra^ik 
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Mm^jbmA^timprMmgB c£ apprcrndDBf the mdBB 
aftkenrrnge,. o« fi)llQwrmg immedkitely behad 
it ^ ThuB «li«j bullied m like a tMtpevU dmy or 
iAglit» at a Mk ttak, tiaveUiug nmaj leayoes ; and 
be^ iTho waa oUiged to foUew this vniiAwiai 
dtnridg the night, found hknelf very uneomfott- 
able. Where the road happened to be iia«ro«9^ 
they ran, as it were, one* over tbe other» wiithi 
htHctsi impetuosity. Those wiio were the leas^- 
inconvemeneed/ w^re the two orderiy ofieeta, 
whe rode before the caniage, ajid the two cbMk. 
sears, who were still farther on hi front. AH the 
reit tatt 'the ridt c^ breaking tibek necks, or their 
lithbe : for 1 the servants, who led Napoleen's 
hcMes, eonsideii^ themselteq as the head 4ir^ the^ 
trs^; the* chasseur du porie^euiUe, die oederiy 
oflicers, and the pages, were not' a ^it iism 
mddest. fiti feet, every ox>ebeeafiae of impwtipioe 
who waacsilled for by theEmperov,*and all hia\ 
retiiiue pressed forward, hurried mi, ran ctope ever 
the other, in the midst of heat, dust, fog, or'^the 
ditfktied^ of the night. When Napoleon stopped, ' 
his saddle horses were to do the same ; and foar* 
cK&^^eurs in the front of the escort alighted, 
fiife^ the bayonets to the muzzles of their ear- 
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bides, p^resented arms, and fiMrmed the comers of 
a square about him. The same thing was done, 
when any necessity of nature obliged him to 
alight from his coach, or carriage ; and when he 
halted to take a turn on foot, in order to obsenre 
the enemy, then the square was- enlarged, and 
advanced according to the direction of his steps^ 
leaving him unencumbered, in order that, being 
within a free space, he might make his observa- 
tions in all directions. If the objects were dis- 
tsmt, the page on duty came forward, and brought 
the great telescope, which Buonaparte placed 
upon his or Gaulincourt's shoulders. 

When circumstances obliged the Emperor, to 
remain, either early in the morning or at nighty 
for some time in the open air, the chasseurs pre- 
pared a large fire for him. This fire was always 
supplied with an extraordinary quantity of wood : 
large logs, and, if it were possible, entire beama 
were burnt, to serve as a sort of signal pointing 
out the spot where he was. 

Berthier was his companion on these occasions, 
s» well as at table ; seldom any other person 
was with him. All the rest kept at a certain dis- 
tance^ forming a semi-circle. The ssane eager* 
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displayed to approach the fire of the nmr* 
shals as to have access to their table. Napo- 
leon walked up and down, either.alone, absorbed 
iatbottghtf-or conversing with Berthier, awaiting 
•{^chaps the sound of cannon or other signals, 
i&om his generals. When he began to be weary, 
h^ took snuff, or amused himself with kicking 
Jijt^ pebbles about with his foot, or pushing the 
iiraod towards the fire. He could not rest a 
moment without doing something. 
\ ; Kapol#ou had attained the extraordinary faculty 
of judging of the state of things, at decisive mo- 
ments, even in Ihe midst of the smoke and fire of 
thp«artiUery. Of course; he only knew where the 
.attack made by Ihs troopi should produce some 
change, and when that took place, he was sure his or- 
ders had been executed. He gave proofs of the pai^- 
Isbular taleoit mentioned, in the engagements which 
followed the battle of Lutzen, in that of Bautzen, 
or/W^urchsen, when Ney arrived, and on several 
other occasions. He was never deceived when 
h^gave an opinion respecting the distance, or the 
approach of the enemy's fire. He remarked ' each 
movement, and perceived the strength of the 
enemy and his manoeuvres, either m ' 'flank or^ in 

VOL, I. N 
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rear, mudi quicker and better than his generals. 
He pf oved this at Luteen, at Dresden, and on 
every oecasion when the atair was within the 
limits of his view. He had nothing to do but to 
take a glance, assisted by his telescope, in order 
to conceive, with eitraordinary rapidity, the posi- 
tion tod strengtii of a whole army. In this man- 
ner, being <m the heights, he computed the number 
of entire corps consisting of fifty or sixty thousand 
men, according to the space of ground they occti^ 
pied, fend their position*. He was often obliged 
to trust to himself and his talents more than to the 
Co-operation of his generals ; for in this campaign 

— ~ " ■ ■ ■ ; ■ "\ ' ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ — — n 

* Napoleon said one day to Berthier, with an indifferent 

idr, ^' AH itat I Me ore two <A>r{>8 of ab(Mt sixty thousand men ; 
they wiU take more than a day to form a junction and attAek/'> 
It had probably been observed to him that he might expect an at- 
tack frtymdi^ side of B6hetnia. He fiad, besides, the faculty of as- 
Qirtttming his position raptdlgr, like a skilfii] eogitieer, acoordm;- 
to the angles and triangles formed by distant points and objects. 
He figured to himself the situation and all the localities of the coun- 
try* ife was atovstomed to plaee himself once oniy in the open^ 
air, conformably with the points of the compass and the map, and 
afterwards proceeding onward, he knew every object from the 
id«a he bad at ^st fo^^e^d to himsetf, as well as if he had been 
bom in t^country. But it istrue )xe judged of die greiiierpart: of. 
the movements on a grand scale; and, without making allowance 
for unknown diifiSciiIties, guve orders for operation^ which, being 
e^ie^ted 10 tke letter hjf his geiissals,«03t i^eat saoriioes of mea* 
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twq priacipal things wfr^ w^iiti9g, i»4«lUgei)«e 
froip good 8oiMroi)s, find a more coimid^H^b}^ bod^ 
of experience o^vatry* Th^ sup^ripri^y ef (be 
AUi^ in Ug^t tr^pa, w^o took poesHdspic^ of ell 
tha neglected or unoc<>iipied intervals, mftde it 
imposeible for Napol^pn to obtain oertain ittOlU- 
genoe. During the Is^tt^r pert of the caiapAigii, 
the Firench were unable to pprotect theniselyes hy 
a similar cordoqi of light cavftlry, so proper tp 
annoy the enemy> and procure the necessary in- 
telligence. With respect to the last-mentiQned 
pointy all the e^orte pf Napoleon and his genera)^ 
'Vrece useless, whether it ftrose from the disiiiicU^ 
nation of the inhabitants of the seat of war, who 
had been ill treated, or from the iji^ursions of the 
Gossacks, who spread themselves in all directions. 
The little tfa0.t wa9 learned was chiefly confined 
to the report of prisoners, who were few in num- 
ber, and gave very imperfect accounts, Indeed,the 
French knew nothing but what was passing in the 
countries that the enemy had abandoned. WhU^ 
the war is offensive, the^ meens may be sufficient; 
but they amount to a nullity when it is defen- 
sive, Auotiier equally deplorable circumstance 
Wftf> -the 'almoM entire abimdonment of the ordi- 

N % 



180 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

nary duties ; that of the light cavalry, of sentinels, 
patroles, S^*c. Sgc.y were neglected by the troops in 
an unpardonable manner. Every confidence was 
placed in the genius of Buonaparte, for the direc- 
tion of the most important operations, but the 
detail/ on which he had no influence, was totally 
disregarded. A great portion of the officers having 
neither zeal nor experience enough to instruct and 
exercise the new levies during the war, the su- 
periors and subalterns, abandoned to themselves, 
were employed almost exclusively in providing 
for their own wants, or in procuring themselves 
enjoyments ; even the presence of Napoleon could 
hardly prevail on the troops to be exact in the per- 
formance of their duty. They had lost all confix 
dence in their chief, and all the ties which should 
subsist between soldiers and their officers, were 
almost entirely dissolved. 

The legion of honour was, notwithstanding, still 
a powerful incentive. The prerogatives and ex- 
traordinary advantages attached in France to the 
possession of that order, caused it to be sought as 
a reward of the highest price. Unhappily the 
most disgusting abuses had creptin to that institu* 
tion, as well as into many others of a very useftil . 
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description. Aq individual/ patronised by his 
colonel, received the decoration refused' to. a hun- 
dred braver men than he. However, any one 
who thought he possessed good grounds of ckdm, 
and had distinguished himself by his valour, might 
address himself to Buonaparte, and complain 
of the wrong he had sustained. When the troops 
had performed, or were about to perform, any 
extraordinary enterprise, Napoleon generally de- 
creed a certain number of decorations of the 
legion of honour to a brigade, a battalion, Sfc. 
The candidates arranged themselves in front of 
the battalion ; the commanding officer of the 
regiment presented them to Napoleon, and the 
adjutant on duty noted the name and rank of each 
hi his pocket-book, in order to report them to the 
chancery. The most importunate were commonly 
Messieurs the officers of health, and the soldiers 
attached to the servioe of commandants. It 
depended, however, on the impartiality and justice 
of superior officers, to act agreeably to the inten- 
tion of the founder of the order, or the reverse. 
I have seen officers, and even private soldiers, 
address themselves directly to Buonaparte, saying, 
" Sire, I have merited the cross ;" on such occa- 
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siotas he almost alw&ys replied^ with A limile, 
*' Well, in what manner V Then the cliimant 
related the battles in which hfe had been engage^» 
what he had performed, that he had suffered from 
injustice, ^c, and Napoleon caused his name to 
be taken down, or the commandant was sent for 
immediately, to render aA account of certain cir- 
cumstances. If the man had spoken truth, the 
matter was soon settled. The tone which the 
offi<[;ers, and sometimes even the soldiers, assumed 
towards the bead of the government, v^ould have 
been indecent in any other nation, but it was not 
so with the French, whose chariacter is naturally 
vehement. An officer, whom Napoleon had perhiaps 
reproached with the failure of sortie entferprisfe, 
might be seen defending himself from his horse o# 
the parade, iii presence of a hundred persons, com- 
posed of generals aild other officers, with a vivacity 
and gestures which occasioned some alarm on his 
account. But Napoleon took m> notice of the^e acts 
of presumption, and remained silent. From his 
boundless impetuosity he often gave occasion even 
td his generals to answer him in a very tnd^ 
manner. He censured General Sebastiani, oM 
day, by remarking that his cfevalry had done less 
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than General Latour Maubourg's, which had taken, 
be said, so many canncm, colours, prisoners, 4rc. ; 
and he concluded hy these strong expressicms : 
'' F-*-~ do as nwicb 43 they ; you command a 
" mob, not soldiers/' 

'' Sire, I do not command a mob,'^ replied Sebas* 
tiani, in a cool and finn manner, representingto him 
at the same time the state c^ his soldiers, and that 
in the midst of so many prirations, they could not 
possibly do more* The Duke of Tarentum supports 
ed him, and both together succeeded in reducing 
the Emperor to silence ; while Caulincourt, to avoid 
the disgrace of theoccurrebce, begged all those who 
were present to depart. Ilien Napoleon, giving 
vent to his ill humour, censured, with the siGune 
violence, the conunandants of the regiments of 
Sebaatiani's division, which were filing off b^bise 
him, and loaded the high deeds of Latour Mml^ 
bourg's cavalry with praises*, 

* I W9M never persondily preseot at similar scenes, but I have 
been informed of their occurrence, within a few minutes aftcpr 
tkej had taken place. At Muglitz^ near Pima, Napoleon, trans- 
lated with a fit of rage, slapped the face of one of his genenls. 
ThiseaotraiTagant propensity to passion was well known ; never- 
thdkss, I have heard some superior officers say, speaking of 
him, << Believe me, he is not a bad man.'' Many of his servants 
were attached to him for the favours he kad^ confemd^ on ^em ; 
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When he had dispensed any favour, the guards 
commonly: expected a warm engagement. The 
most certain preludes wete harangues to the 
troops, and the restoration of the eagles to batta- 
lions. If his expectation were deceived, or if, in 
spite of these preliminary steps, no bloody scene 
took place, which happened in regard to many en- 
gagements he had projected, by the wisely calcu- 
lated retreat of the Allies, then Napoleon's rage 
burst forth ; he became irritated, that these theatri- 
cal exhibitions should have failed of their intention!? 

It has more than once happened, that the words 
of Napoleon have produced the effect of magical 
influence on the soldiers ; but of all the sounding 
spectacles of war, that oif the distribution of the 
eagles made the greatest impression. Several 
new battalions had received their colours before 
they left France. These colours were made in 

and it may be said, that a sense of gratitude arose in him from 
time to time. For instance, he recollected, after some |>eriod, 
persons from whom he thought he had received useful pieces of 
service, and endeavoured to reward them, without requiring any 
farther personal sacrifices. " Have I not conferred a pension ?" 
^* Let us give him a |>ension,'' he would say, with a sort of cordial 
feeling ; after having by inquiry recalled the circumstances to his 
memory. Some days after the matter would be in the official 
r train of accomplishment. 
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such a manner, that below the eagle, which sur- 
mounted the top of the banner, there was another 
flag, resembling the guidon of the cavalry. The 
whole was covered with a leather case, which was 
never to be taken off but when Buojnaparte went in 
state to return the eagle to the battalion. Till then 
it remained, as it were, in store. The day beiiig 
fixed for the solemnity, the Emperor appeared, ac- 
companied by the whole of his staff, and placed 
himself before the centre of the regiment, whitih 
was formed in three close columns, their fronts 
facing to the centre of a square, the fourth front 
was occupied by Napoleon's suite. All the offi* 
cers of the regiment were assembled before 
him. He appeared, detached from his suite, 
dressed in his;. plain green capote, commonly on his 
cream-coloured mare, his favourite charger in tlus 
campaign. He was the more easily distinguished 
by the simplicity of his dress, as all those about 
him formed a contrast, by their brilliant blue uni- 
forms, richly embroidered with gold ♦." 
When the Prince of Wagram (as major-ge- 

■ ' ■ ^ ■■■^■■. ■ I y I I I ■■ I ■■■■! ■■ ■■!■ II ■ , 

* Although etiquette required that on certain occasions none 
should appear before Napoleon in a great coat, or a cloak, no 
one about him was troubled concerning his dress during the 
campaign, when the weather was bad, S^, 
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neral), and, in bis absence, the Duke<rf Vicenza, 
(GauUncoort,) as fimt grand dignitary next to 
Berthier, had alighted, and caused the colour 
to be uafurled, which was carried in front of the 
assembled officers, all the drums of the regiments 
rolled until Berthier had taken the eagle, and 
placed himself before the line of officers, at adis* 
tance from the rest of the suite. The powerful 
and respected Berthier displayed on these occa^ 
sions a venerable appearance. 

Buonaparte raised his left hand towards the 
eagle, holding the reins in his right*. Then he 
delivered^ for example, the following speech, in a 
clear solemn tone, but not very loud, which might 
be distinguished by the musical term> mezza voce* 

'* Soldiers of the 26th regiment of light in- 
fantry, I intrust you with the French eagle — ^It 
wiil be your rallying point — ^You sw^ur to 
abandon it but with life ? You swear never to 
suffer an insult to France — ^you swear to prefer 
death to dishonour — You swear !" .He laid par- 
ticular stress upon, this last word, pronounced in 

*. He was often seen to eommit this fault s^ainst tbe rules of 
horsemanship. When he trotted or gallopped his horse, he 
commonly held the reins in his right hand, incessatitiiy diaking 
ity letting th^. left hang ^egtifeiMily d^fvn^ 
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a peculiar tone, and with great energy. Thii» 
waii the signal at which alt the officers raised ' 
their swords; and all the soldiers, filled with 
enthusiadkn, eiccl^med with common consent^ in 
a lotid voice, accompanied by the ordinary ac* 
clamations — '* We swear !" Then Berthicr com- 
mitted the eagle to the regiment, and the co- 
lumns forming a horseshoe, sefmrated at the mo- 
ment Napoleon departed. 

In this manner he distributed, on the 15th of 
Oetdber, those eagles which were displayed to- 
gether, to three different regiments. 

Hie French' are easily intoxicated ^ I never 
saw Circumstances similar to thos6 above-men- 
tioned, ftil of exciting an enthusiasm, which was 
sometimeil spontaneous, sometimes extorted by 
the commandants and offices, in order to obtdn 
the good graces of the Emperor. Towards the 
end of thfe campaign, misery and privations rob- 
bed hhn of the affection of the private soldier, 
who preferred confronting death on the field of 
battle to dying of hunger. Yet, a part of the 
ybung guard continued to utter the usual accla- 
mations ; and even when, abandoned by fortune, 
he was beaten, and forced to quit Saxony, their 
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shouts were repeated with incredible energy, 
as if to console him in adversity. At the time 
of forced marches, which were made without 
supplies of food, in the environs of Dresden, 
Bautzen, and Pima, the vivats of this same corps 
but fee^)ly resounded, and some of the soldiers 
were heard to say, " Nobody will shout !" 

It was an established custom, when Napoleon 
came up with his guard on the march, that it 
should form to the front, or in column, then all the 
bands played till the imperial train had passed, 
as they also did when the guard halted during 
the march. But the rest of the infantry disturbed 
themselves very Uttle about him. Musicians 
became scarce, since the greater part of them 
had been buried in the snows of Russia. While . 
the armies were advancing, the different kinds 
of force, artillery, cavalry, infantry, pressed 
on to, pass each other. "This irregularity and 
carelessness, which* had crept into the French 
army, was the occasion of their entire ruin on 
their retreat. Napoleon often found himself 
obliged to clear a way for himself and his suite, 
through the midst of that mass of men ; and the 
poor foot soldiers were trampled on by the guard 
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behind. Conceive the disorder which an imperial 
suite must produce, with all its officers^ domestics, 
and led horses, passing through a column of in- 
fantry. The French troops were used to this 
confusion by their generals alnd other superior 
officers, who all marched nearly in the same man- 
ner, and whose delayed departure, must neces- 
sarily produce similar confusion. What a differ- 
ence between these marches and those of the 
armies belonging to the other powers, who were 
obliged to march man by man, without a single 
person daring to pass through a column. 

The over-nUmerous suites were not only pre- 
judicial on the march, but were still more so, 
nay, occasioned much mischief, in battles ; for the 
enemy, who observed every thing with an at- 
tentive eye, directed his artillery towards the 
spot where the general and his suite appeared. 
For this reason, when . Napoleon penetrated into 
Silesia, on the 25th of May (having been several 
times saluted by the enemies* shot near Dresden 
and Bautzen,) the following regulation of the. 
march appeared at head-quarters, according to 
which no horseman could follow immediately, 
after the Emperor, except— 
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The Prince of Neufchatel (Berthier.) 

The grand equerry (Caulincourt.) 

Itie marehal on duty^ 

General Guyot, as oommandattt of escovtf, or 
l^ides of the chasseurs. 

Two adjutants. 

Two orderly officers* ^ ii 

; Two officers, as interpreters of the EMsianaid 
German languages. : ' rj 

.A page. \A.ii\ 

A groom attached to Napoleon's pefsom ixA 
Rustan. * *? 

All the other individuals of the Emperar'ii 
household were obliged, as weU as theesceiit^^iar 
remain behind at the distance^ I thuik^ of aOfk 
toises. Where there was mtich <iasiger> KTa^ 
leon was in the habit of going £orwfcard# withnCaiH 
lincourt, Berthier> and a page only, ekhfic on foofe 
or on horseback, aiul of sending the hoirses behmd 
sttnne house or hiikck, in order that they might' 
mot be observed. The moment when he departe4t> 
WM genemlly the signal for aicaonomda; whether 
it were that the enemy had deacrwd NapoleoB 
aqd his suite, or thajt be faimfielf had cauAed- 
artillery to be brought up by Ci]fctdt<>tts'ways» 
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in order to play ^upon the point he kad ftist 
reconnoitred. 

'The duty of the orderly offieeri^ was as pain« 
fbl as honourable. These young persons foe- 
longed to the first fomilies in France; they were 
sons of statesmen, generals, senators, and were 
distinguished for their talents or education ; 
having three sources of pride, as, being members 
of the great nation, possessing high birth, and 
filling posts of honour. Their elegant umf6rm 
was no small addition to their vomty. It Was 
the same as tliat of the superior civil officers of 
Napoleon's house^ld, (the grand masteir of the 
ward^robe,orthe equerry,) beingal^ht blue coa# 
with rich ind elagant silver en^bmidteryy abd a hat 
with black feathers. There were comitionly but 
two dft duty. In time <tf action. Napoleon: marely 
said; '^ An orderly c^er!*'' He wbdse t»rn it 
was^ Uxk the orders to a marslud ; life bearer 
was obl^d to wpeat them tb himself as he went 
dioogy for these ordiras oft^^ contained nxk ao*t 
count of alLthe transactions, of &e day. Then 
the other colleague approached NapoIecHi, as% 

*He soinetimea added l-^Oo toavUle to die sA^^ance*^ 

po^U^ and see ,whatr is pfm«ns,^ . . : , * 
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near as possible, or mounted his horse to be 
ready to march* off at the first call. They were 
often sent as couriers with orders for the ge- 
nerals commanding a corps, with whom they 
remained till a decisive afiair had taken place ; 
after which they were to return to Napoleon, and 
inform him of it, either by word of mouth, or in 
writing. At other times they were sent to re- 
connoitre, to take at a glance the general plan 
of some tracts of ground at a short distance, 
which were interesting to Napoleon, , either on 
account of rivers that were to be passed, or in- 
trenchments to be raised. The greater part of 
these young persons were chosen from the corps 
of artillery or engineers; but there were also 
some individuals taken from the cavalry, who, 
in gradation, were transferred into a regiment, 
with the rank of chef descadron ; two of them 
were also employed in the newly-restabli^hed 
guards of honour. He, who had displayed abi- 
lity, had the prospect of obtaining, eyen.a^ orderly: 

* I here designedly employ the . expression '^ march/' and. not 
gallop, for I have never seen a French officer ride with that 
celerity which may be called the true cavalry pace. Their or- 
dinary movement was at a trot or canter. The orderly officers 
were the best horsemen. 
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o^er> the rank of chef d'escadrony and of becopiing 
in rotation^ colonel, and aide-^de-eamp of the Em- 
peror. The number of orderly oflScers was 
fixed at twelve, but it was not complete attire 
beginning of the campaign. 

Only one of these, named Beranger, had re- 
mained in the environs of Dresden: the rest 
were Gourgault, first orderly officer ; Athalin, 
Pretet, la Place, Lauriston, Dessaix, (son or 
nephew of the general of that name,) Paillou, 
Lamezau, Caraman and Saint Marsan. 

During the campaign. Napoleon had four pages 
with him, all constitutionally, able to support 
fatigue, and who in case of necessity might be 
sent on messages ; two pages de chasse, who in turq 
commonly procured civil eniployments, or ap- 
pointments at court ; two others who, by custom 
entered into the army. One of these was in- 
trusted with bringing Buonaparte his horse, 
carrying the telescope, preparing relays, S^c. 

Rustan carried his field-bottle ; sometimes a 
piqueuVy of many year's service, was charged with 
it. It was but very rarely, and when breakfast 
had been dispensed with, that Napoleon drank on 
the road a small quantity of wine or liqueur ; 

VOL. I. o 
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excieptOQ! Such occa9ioii»» he took littk oif nothiing 
between breakfast and dinoer, that is, from nine 
or ten in the motmug, till six dr seven at nig^t* 

Daring a campaign. Napoleon never spared 
liimself in matters of business, but bis restless 
disposition revolted at the idea of uniform ocenpa- 
tion. NevertbelesSi he possessed over those who 
surrouiided him, and who seconded him in bis 
operations^ the great advantage of being busy when 
he chose, and of selecting inoments of relaxation;' 
while those whom he employed, being always mh^ 
jected to hiscdprice^ liable to be cadled ofi at eviry 
moment, day 6r night, were reduced to snatch as 
change might allow them, a few moments of re- 
pose. His will put them all in motion, and the ge- 
neral business could not be interrupted, when one 
of those whom he retained as his instruments, 
found himself fatigued. The indelatigabte sx^- 
tivity of Buonaparte himself^ kept them alt aliviai 
from the first to the last; but he dlone j^osse^sed 
the consolation, that the execution of the plan 
^hich robbed ham of his nigbtly rest, W6uld emitt 
his persotaal glory ; while that, whit^h served a# 
food foi^ hk imagin&titon> supported iAi^ Mdily 
powers, by the pleatare he e^eriieM^ iA imtidi^ 
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pating the eajoymeftts of bii ambitkm, keepitt|^ 
others amused with its objects. 

This dispositicm of miodis peculiarly applicable 
to the period of his prosperity ; for if the body be* 
came strengthened by the stimulus of imagination^ 
by the cheering prospect of a brilliant succession 
of fortimate days, it could not, however, be suppos* 
ed long to resist the impression of obstacles conti* 
nually springing up, and reverses which, by keep* 
ing the fsiculties of the mind constantly on the 
stretch, exhaust the physical powers. But the 8u« 
periority of a bold spirit truly consists in the 
power of raising itseli* above the uncertainties mkl 
crosses which paralize weak souls; in braving 
dangers, ably bringing back fortune by force or 
policy, and determining her finally in its £sivour, by 
employing new resources. 

Nspc^oD mingled in his labours incredible 
fimility and penetration. Those who surrounded 
him, spoke with astonishment of the systematic 
progress, of the abundance of his ideas, in all that 
he dictated to his secretaries and adjutants. Sub- 
jects which filled many pages, weare treated with 
admiraUe method. Those who wrote from his 
dictating, especially the secretaries, wer6 to be 

O 9 
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ready to answer all sorts of questions and pro- 
positions, relative to military or political matters. 
When he received despatches, he questioned the 
dficers about him, concerning the position of 
the places which were mentioned in them, be- 
fore they could ascertain whether they were in 
Silesia, Spain, or elsewhere. It was not until 
they had taken a glance at the signature of the 
person who had transmitted the despatch, that 
they could guess the Emperor's meaning, and 
point out on the map the place he required. He 
very seldom deferred any matter of business: 
nevertheless he sometimes put off till the mor- 
row affairs which he could not conveniently 
transact at the moment, then he ordered them 
to be again brought forward. Frequently, if 
he met a courier on the road, he would stop ; 
and then either Berthier or Caulincourt sat down 
upon the ground, to write what he dictated to be 
addressed to the commandants of different corps. 
Afterwards all the officers were despatched in 
various directioiis, so that at times scarcely any 
person was left near him. When he expected 
news from his generals, and it was presumed a 
battle might take place, he was extremely un- 
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easy. He caused either one or several of those 
who were employed in his cabinet to be called 
up in the middle of the night ; '' Call d'Albe ; 
let every one awake \" he would exclaim. This 
always happened about one or two o'clock A. M., 
for during the campaign be went to bed very 
early, that is to say at eight or nine, as soon as 
he had dined. His camp-bed followed him 
every where upon mules, and it was set up in 
those places where necessary furniture was not 
to be found. Even when his rgom was prepared, 
he very rarely slept for a single hour during 
the day ; that circumstance never happened but 
when he had been exhausted by fatigue through 
having passed a night in bivouac. On returning 
from Neumarck, and after the conclusion of the 
armistice, Napoleon slept at Goerlitz, perhaps for 
the only time that year, ten hours together; from 
nine at night until seven in the morning, without 
intermission, and without calling any of his people. 
This was an unprecedented circumstance, as 
his servants affirmed^ which proves that the 
above mentioned event had delivered him, at least 
temporarily, from all anxiety. But the following 
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day became, in consequence, the more fatigii- 
ing. Buonaparte entered his carriage, and hay- 
ing thrown various written pay^ers out at iht 
window, examined with Soult^ and other generals, 
the greater part, or at least the most important 
points, of the field of battle at Wurchsen ; this 
survey lasted till eight o'clock at night. 

The grand equerry was often obliged to la* 
hour with him till a very late 'hour. On one 
occasion, having begun to dictate at two o'clock 
in the morning, the Emperor was employed till 
four, when he again went to bed. • He most 
painful task, that of transcribing fairly what had 
been written in cipher, remained for the secre- 
taries. 

He sometimes laboured during the whole ni^t ; 
Rustan brought him coffee, and he walked up and 
down his cabinet, which was well lighted, ia a 
robe de chambr^Sy having his head wrapped up in a 
parti-coloured silk handkerchief, which had the 
appearance of a turban. He taUced and dictated 
incessantly. At these times his officers and 
generals received ttiefar orders; and when he had 
thus suffered the period £>r repose to elqise, 
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towards bre«)c4>f day he took a batili to reiresbk 
himself. But this Ta»ly occurred. It W9a hif 
general cmstom to kboor till four ip the moprmng, 
tbefi he slept, or at least ramioated lor a couple 
of hours. 

His trayettiQg carriage was disposed in such 
a manner, that he was able to deep and lie at 
length in it upon mattresses. Between the seat 
which he occupied, and that of Beithier, thf^re 
was this difference, that his companion could 
not lie down. Dressed in uniform, his head 
wrapped up in a coloured silk handkerchief, 
he waaah^e to sleep in hi» cu^riage as well as 
if he had been in haa bed/ The insdde of ihe 
ViChicle was furnished with a number of drawers 
with ioeks; ^these eootained the news from Paris^ 
unopened veports, and book#. Opposite Napo- 
leon was a list 4>f placesi were the relays wete 
ready, and a large lamp fixed behind, illumined 
the interior, whilst fmu: others diffused their light 
upon the road, ^e mattr^ses, which Rustan 
airaaged, were adroitly rolled up in the carriage, 
and below the stor^e-place were some, spare 
torches. Rustan alone sat on the box^ and six 
stout Limousin horses, driven by two postilions^ 
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drew the carriage whidi held two persons, was 
plain, of a green colour, and well hung*. 

Napoleon s plain and neat mode of dress is so 
well known by the prints and descriptions which 
have been published of him, that it would be use- 
less to speak of it ; I shall only here take oci^jsion 
to remark, that it is erroneous to suppose he al- 
ways wore his grey great coat during a battle, from 
superstitious motives, or to disguise himself. In 
the summer, or when it was fine, he was dressed 
as usual, even in action, in his green uniform, 
with the decoration of the legion of b€gM)ur. 
But when the weather was oold or damp, he. wore 
over it the grey great coat, so well known to 
every body. I only saw him on one occasion 
dressed in a blue cloak, the collar of which was 
embroidered 'with gold -of four colours; it is 
affirmed that it was the same which he wore at 
the tkne he was a general of the. republic.^ Dor- 
iilg the armistice, be had madefor him, at Dres- 
den, another mormi^ dress, blue, plain> and of 
a modern cut. Napoleon appeared reluctanliy 

* The whole of this description of Napoleon's carriage tallies 
very well with the cQnstr.uction of that, which wfus exhibited in 
London as his, captured at the battle of Waterloo. The latter 
was of a blue colour* £d. 
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to make use of either. The day on which he 
hiqiself had fixed as that of his nativity, he ap- 
peared on the grand parade in the. uniform of his 
guard, blue turned up with red, and embroidered 
with gold ; ' with these exceptions, he was always 
dressed in the same manner, and when the fire at 
Rosnig had consumed the few clothes that he 
had with him, he had not even enough for a 
change, and was obliged to get some breeches 
made, on the emergency, at Brealau. It may by 
this be seen, that the master of his wardrobe had 
not much occupation. 

Napoleon was not mounted as an emperor 
should l^ve been; he had. some eight or nine 
horses for his own use, of which the best and 
handsomest was a bay of Arabian breed, with a 
Wack mane and tail. Many officers would have 
been ashamed to mount the others, which were 
sniall, without e3;temal appearance, butcon\re- 
nient and Bure*footed; almost all stallions, with 
long tails^ Besides the bay horse he had often with 
him two sorrel and two white *. As he was not a 

* One of the latter, of which the King of Saxony had made 
him a present, had fortunately returned from the Russian cam- 
paign, in 1812. The French highly prized the horses which had 
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good korseman^ all liiose who approached hitn 
mottttted upon a mare, were obliged to be cautious 
di^t tbey 'were mot thrown out of the saddle, by 
the eapers of his horse, A short period before be 
quitted Dresdea, for the last time, a very odd 
mcai/ieat happened to him: he had set out on 
borsebacdc to take an airing, or make a reco^H 
moisMnee^ when his horse fell in the street ef 
Pirna, alAough it w^s gemg at a walk, in such 
a fnaaner that it remained pro^tmte for some mi- 
MHtes-onlJie igroiind, till Caulino(Hirt, and 0tbeord> 
cmne np tod assisted it to rise. The Emperor re^ 
maiiied calm iAd undisturbed, on foot, witilone 
of his led horses, <whi^ were in rear of the escMrt^ 
was :tooug^ to him. Some persoiMs regardied Hm 
4niiguiiir Eceid^it as a stoiking presage of bi» Ml; 
Heallowed his horse to proceed negligently^ at, 
a ^maUc, ior jog trot, and thus suffeiped himseJI to^ 
be icarried 09a, absorbed in his reflections. His 
Imrse wtts aecnstomed to follow the two ohas* 
seiinrs, or orderly oilers, 'W.ho went befiftre. JNah 

survived that dreadful catastrophe, as there were but few of 
thein in theanny. The title of a Moscpw hoorse wfts the hijgj^est 
eulo^ium which could be conferred on one of those animals. The 
*' Moscow horses* bore a great price. The loss whick the ge^ 
nerals expeiri^ced in the aboVe retreat was immense. 
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poleoa was passionately fond of going across the 
fields, ifntliout letting any person know whither be 
bent his course. The diasseurs of the guard w«e 

00 accustomed to this habit, that by the first direct 
tion which he took, they became perfectly well 
acquainted with the place towards which he was 
going. He was so fond of bye*-way» and paths* 
diat finding hiaiself, on several occasionfi^ kk 
craggy places, or impracUcahle roads, he was 
obUged to alight : it was always a disagreeable 
thing to him to hear of difficulties '<Qrimpos«ifasb-» 
tie8->-0n nepeut pas ! '* It cannot be done V^ he 
would esdaim, with an iromcal smiie; and he 
seldom abandoned his intentkm till he was him- 
self eonviacedof this impossibSity of proceeding. 
When ^6 way was marshy^ or uaeonveniettt, the 
grand equerry went forward some paces^i^to 
es^nyne the way by whidi fiie Empenor wna'to 
foMow. When he came to any plaoe wiidi had 
been rendered disagveeaiile or odious : to. hrimv m 
account^ef «ome loss, he pasaedit at aftftigaflsp.^ 

1 observed this particular circumstaace* espe- 
cndly, dunng^ the retteat on Hainan, where ti^ 
two battalions, under Ney, were annihilated; 
at Markorsdorf, wbece Dusoc was kiUed; c«t ^ 
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Reichenbach ; and later, at the place called the 
Sax0a GavaUer, between Bischofswerda aad 
Bautzen. At the latter place, a French convoy 
of "atpinunition, consisting of seventy carriages, 
(whidi WB^& then of the greatest importance to 
the army) was surprised by the Cossacks, who 
blew them up* The ill-humour of Napoleon was 
easily perceived, when passing, the following day, 
by the same road, he heard the report of the 
ofiSder, who brought him the particulars of this 
imfc»rtunate event. At sight of the first vestiges 
of the convoy, which he encountered at the out- 
let of the wood, he spurred his horse, and put 
him ia a full gallop ; in turning out of the road, 
a little dog, which took to barking at his horse, 
so enn^ed him, that he puUed out one of his 
pistols^ and would have kiUed it. The pistol 
missed ire, and he threw it away in the height 
of his ps^sion. Rustan ran, picked it up, and 
repkedd it; then all set off again at a gallop, 
and passed on in the most profound silence. 

It may be seen vby these trifles, that passion 
was always predominant with j^apoleon, and that, 
impelled by the heat of his southern constitution, 
he could not belie his origin. Sometimes he ap* 
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peared with a serene countenance, and on the 
road sang, or recited some Italianvwords, after the 
manner of recitative ; he would also amuse himself 
with the Prince of Neufchatel, the King of Naples, 
or one of his marshals. He spoke to his generals 
in a confidential and affable manner, when he was 
easy, and in good humour. Sometimes he w«uld 
exclaim, in a friendly tone, Berthwr^ or, hfig 
Martier, (Mortier was very taU, and *might have 
stood at the right-hand file of his guard;) but in 
matters of duty he assumed another style, for 
then he would say, "the Prince of Neufchatei^'' 
" the Duke ofTreviso;' &c. 

He express^ ^faimseif lacosiicaily; soonetimes 
he wasimintelligiUe, because he out short osrtain 
words. When a soldier presented a petition, ar 
liRd been recommended lo him, the questiopi wiiiqh 
he asked, in either oase, was commonly, *.^iWBmt 
'MeQgth of service?^' /When he wished toasder- 
tain his positioD in a vast plain, or to k]»^^. -the 
extent and is^poirtfaice of some pjbaoe eoapei^feed 
.with hia i^nteirprise^, biSsquedtipn wwn ^Sliojsv far 
firom .hece'tOf;N %! ■ ' : ■ ji;i .?. What , populatUxD/r 
Unfertunately, it ioftenliappeaied that tiie reply, 
freqaentlyiincatrect,. served ts;ilt)rule. forxiij^ter- 
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miiiiiig the quarters af tbe military, requisttiotts, 
siipplies> garFi0on»» ^c. He always rivetted hiB 
eyes on the person who was iqpeaking t& him, a» 
if he woold hare looked into the very bottom of 
his soul. It was impossible to answer him qnickly 
enough; he must therefore necessarily have become 
impatient at being obliged to have every thing, 
which was neither French nor Italian, translated 
to him. A great number of perscms have errone- 
ously imagined that he understood German, and 
even spoke it a little, but I never perceived it ; 
on the contrary, I believe that it was no such 
thing. Were, but some trifling answer in question, 
eveato his interrogatories to the common people, 
he wished to guess the sense of it immediately^ 
and intetrapted the interpreter, in at<me bespeak-- 
ittgimpatiettoe^ with^ '' What does he say ?" Never- 
theless, be prelerred the delay occasioned by in- 
terprctatioit (which Oaidincourt often undertook, 
• because he spoke German toleraUy well,) rather 
. tian eliow himseif to be teazed, if the expres- 
sion be admissible, by those who addressed him 
in mangled ftrench* These ignorant persons were 
almost always interrupted by the onter to speak 
German. The most singular and droll circum- 
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%tAtkte i9(4k8 the knaniier in wbicb \€ prottcim^^d 
th^ natn^fei df places, which were oottceivedto be 
in the neighbottYhood^ from kxcal oif dtmntaiiees 
or position, rather than fVom actual knowledge. 
For e^tdtnple, he s^id Siss for Zeitz, Oghinseh for 
Hochkirch, like all the French, who would tUnk 
it beneath their dignity to learn to pMnotince 
according to the native mode. He who has sur- 
mounted the difficulties of his mother tongue,, has 
no idea how much pai^s it costs foreij^ns to 
overcome them ; but it is certailily true, that the 
Frenchman, from an excessive predilection iost his 
own language, and an immoderate contempt for 
other idioms and nations, takes txm little pains to 
acquire the former, and findd an e:(Cuse throiugh 
prejudice and design in the obstacles wi»ch his 
willing application would otherwise sutnMMint An 
officer of superior rank, who emerald spiiak German 
fluently, was^rely to be found, the gnat n^ajo- 
rity understood it but little, or even' iKft at ail. 

When Napoleon passed the night in a town, 
Bierthier a^lvrays lodged in the saiM bome^ and the 
grand equerry close at hand. The priiftct of the 
palace, ^ aptifvi^^ bf tbt oowt, wtent forwrnrd 
to make all the necessary arrangements. Bs^om 



at the palace. 



208 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

the arrival of the Emperor, a list was affixed in the 
waiting-room, pointing out the quarters of all per- 
sona attached to the court. It generally contained : 

The Prince of Neufchatel/ 

The grand marshal, . - 

The grand equerry. 

The Duke of Dalmatia. 

Count Lobau. 

Count Narbonne. 

The Duke of Placentia. 

General Drouot. 

General Flahault. 

General Corbineau. 

General JDejean. 

General DurosneL 
^ General Hogendorp. 

General Pac. 

General Korsakousky. 

General Guyot, commandant of guides. 

Count de Beausset, marshal of the palace. 

Baron de Canouville, prefect of the palace. 

Count de Turenne, chamberlain, grand master 
of the wardrobe. 

Barons Mesgrigny and Lennep, equerries of the 
l^peror. 
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M . Yvan, physician to the household. 

Baron d'AIbe. 

Lamotte, Duvivier, two officers of the bureau 
topographigue. 

Batron Fain, first secretary of the Emperor's 
cabinet. 

M. Mounier^ M. Jouanne, secretaries of the 
cabinet. 

M. Lorgne dldeville, interpreting secretary to 
the Emperor. 

Baron Gourgault, chef ifescadron, first orderly 
officer. 

The orderly officers. 

M. Vasowitz (a Polish officer,) interpreter. 

Two Saxon officers. 

Colonel Mecquenem, commandant of the gen- 
darmes d*Siite. 

Pages, Devienne, Saint Penit Moitarieu, F6* 
r6ri. 

Two purveyors of tbe f^daoe. 

Four physicians of the court. 

-The paymaster of the crown. 

A commissary generally went forward, to puri- 
chase all the necessary provisions for the Empe- 
ror's household, meat, vegetables, fowl, eggs* 

vou I. P 
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wine, ^c. He supplied the taUe by contract; 
and in every place where Napoleon stopped, 
even in Silesia^ all the articles of consumption 
were paid for in ready money. On the other hand, 
several of the marshals, although very well able to 
pay, caused their tables to be supplied by requi- 
sition, which exeitod murmurs even feom. the 
French officers themselves. Only fourteeus car- 
riages were necessary to transport all the provi- 
sions of the Emperors household; and as the 
meana ©f conveyance were very scarce,, luad in 
certain places none were to be found, the table 
of the marshals, which was for the officers, was 
supplii^ oiiiy with the bad wine of the oduntry^ 
bought upon the spot, and often with be^ or 
water. As to. dishes, they always, endenv^uoed 
to have the same number ; but if, at times, potfin 
toes or t;2^^re^e chanced to. £ail, evBQ tihe. stiite 
of the Emperor woidd experience the tormeufci 
ofliunger, for bread wnta often the soadrcesti arliale, 
and could not be obtained for the servftptft^. In 
places, therefore, where- any thing ccnddt be pro- 
cured, some provition Mras attempted^ toi be mslde, 
and they endeawRored to fill the panniens ^mtk 
whi<^ the mules were laden, in order to.be pr^i- 
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pared for the stay of the court m a village^ of for 
a bivduac. 

In the latter case, five tents were prepared, on 
the fi^ot which the Emperor had hiqiiself pointed 
out> near or in the midst of his gu^id. These 
tents were of canvass, with blue aiid white stripes^ 
or of a TOrt of ticking. Two were attached to 
each other, one of which was the residence of 
Napoleon, the otiier his cabinet for business. 
The great oflSicers ate and slept in the third, in 
the order which has been enumerated when 
speaking of the distribution of the tables; the 
fourth was destined to officers of inferior rank; 
those who had no right to a place at any of these 
remained near lihe fire of the bivouac. Lastly, 
the fiftii, was allotted to the Prince of Wagrauft^ 
as a lodging and room for business. He, next' 
' to Napoleon, enjoyed the greatest privileges suid 
every honour. Every one spoke of him with 
regard : in spite of his advanced age, his actifity 
and vivacity were extraordinary ; but it appears 
in this campaign that the officer^ composing his 
staff, were not so able and experienced, as those 
by whom he had been formerly surrounded; al 
thou^ General Monthion who was the chief of 

PS 
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them, cnjayed a great reputation. On the whole, 
the army at this period was a machine too com- 
plicated and imperfect, to allow of the establish* 
ment of a general combination. The creation of 
places, alterations, the renewal of supplies, in 
a word, the multiplicity of movements that su- 
pervened, gave birth to difficulties which even 
the authority of Napoleon could not, in all in- 
stances, overcome. Berthier did all in his power 
to maintain order, but it appears that he was not 
sufficiently supported. The number of his officers, 
among which were many Poles, was more con- 
siderable than that of Napoleon'^ adjutants ; but 
they were almost all constantly employed on some 
mission. Buonaparte had granted him as a special 
distinction a select guard of soldiers, natives of the 
principality of Neufchatel ; they were distin- 
guished by the bad taste of their uniform, for 
surely never again will be seen a body of light 
infantry with short jackets, of a crab-colour faced 
with red. The old general in many instances 
seemed to delight in singularities which every one 
observed; his officers always wore, as a distinguish* 
ing mark, scarlet waistcoats and pantaloons ; the 
Prince himself appeared to wi&h to .imitate his 
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master, by the choice of a small plain hat, which 
he wore after Napoleon's manner; so that he was 
often taken for the Emperor himself, whom he re- 
sembled in appearance, particularly when in his 
carriage. Always sprightly, he rode at a Bwift 
pace, and was constantly well mounted, ^hich 
perfectly agreed with his dffice of grand hunts- 
man. He was passionately fond of the chase, io 
such a degree that when an old crow flew ovei 
his head, he would let fall the reins, even in 
a gallop, and perform the motions of firing at 
it*. ^ 

In spite of all his zeal for the service; smd the 
serious tone in which Berthier spoke to his in- 
feriors, I never saw him deficient in politeness, or 
cbarse, as'were other great French lords, and indeed 
the Emperor himself. Hi? banner, towards l&e 
latter, approached to a certain fiaimiliarity ; but 

* This anecdote will appear rather ludicrous to those who are 
not acquainted with the French acce{ttati<»i o^thetenuL^'Xa 
Chasse,** (the chase) so widely diff^nt from ours. Thus **la 
ChoBse au Renardj"* consists of nothing more than putting up 
the animal and shooting it. When the French saV in their own 
country the English officers, and often the Viotorious Wellington 
(himself a lover of the chase) riding thirty miles or more at a 
stretch in pursuit of the fox, they were confounded, and exclaim- 
ed— ^'Jfat&c'es^^^onnan^r Ep. 
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when Napoleon caused feifn to be summoned, lie* 
assumed a very respectful air, and when he was 
receiving the Emperor's orders he walked for 
some time with his hat in his hand. To con- 
clude, he was Napoleon's inseparable companion 
in his carriage, at table, in excursions on horse- 
back, and in battles. 

One might judge of the awe which Napoleon in- 
spired in those who surrounded him, by his de- 
portment towards his nearest relations. He had 
rendered them great smd powerful ; but he was 
not the less formidable to them, unless, as his 
broths Lucien, they opposed him with firmness 
and independence. Buonaparte paid no respect 
to Jerome, the ci-(/ei?a«/ King of Westphalia ; he 
only figured as a courtier during his short stay 
at Dresden, when during the armistice he came 
to pay his homs^e to the potent head of hi« 
family. 

Napoleon testified more esteem for the King of 
N3.ples, whose worth he fully appreciated as 
commandant of a corps, particularly of cavalry. 
Prince Murat, in spite of his theatrical dress^ 
borrowed from all ages, and which ill accorded 
with the dignity of a monarchy was, as a general 
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of cavalry^ perhaps the first in the whole Freteh 
annjr*. His penetrating glance, hid ability in 
judging of tfae positiims and fitre&gtfa of the 
onemy^ his calm iAtrepidity in the greatest 
dangers and on the most exposed points^ his 
warlike visage, his stout and regul^ form, his 
noble and firm demeatiour on &^ an4 Vigorous 
chargers, all contributed to give htfflk the air of a 
hero. At the head of his cavalry la» feated no 
danger, and threw himself into the taidst of his* 
enemies, in the fullest sense of tibe expression^ I 
shall elsewhere relate an example of hi» heroic 
bravery at the memorable battle of Leipsie. Na- 
poleonknew,as we have observed, the distinguish- 
ed talents of Murat; it was he whom he employ- 
ed, jointly with Ney, in the most critical dbrcum- 
stances. Called, for tiie second time, firom the 
finest country of dvilized Europe^ Murat was to 
assist in finishing a war^ tiiB interests of which 
were totally foreign to him, and whidh> with a 
more favourable issue, could have procured him 
no aggrandizement, but, on the contrary, might 

*When Napoleon commanded the anny ofltaly inthe year 
1796) Gitiaen Murs^t was his adjutant ; he contributed greatly 
to the success of the battles of Millesimo and Montenotte, a& 
was acknowledged by Napoleon himself. 
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exhaust the strength of Ub kmgdom^ by aUenat^r 
mg his subjects from him, who had always had 
to congratulate themselves on his humanity, and 
in the midst of whom he had till then lived con* 
tented. 

Napoleop appeared highly to esteem the opinion 
of the King of Naples, when he came to ground 
which had already been inspected by him. I have 
remarked this myself, having often had occasion 
to witness their confidential discourse. 

The frank and re^lute tone of the King, his 
ever serene deportment sometimes degenerated 
^into a sort of insensibility in danger. The zeal and 
precision with whic)^ he acquitted himself of all 
his missions, were very agreeable to the Empe- 
ror, who appeared to take great pleasure in his 
conversation. The good temper of Murat never 
forsook him ; in the midst of. the most serious en- 
gagements, he had always a ready jest: but he 
appeared to be considered by Buonaparte in a mi- 
litary light alone. As soon as politics were in 
question, and Napoleon was engaged in them 
with his diplomatists, the Duke pf Baasano, or 
Caulincourt, Murat withdrew ; and it was easily 
perceived that he would not meddle with' th^m. 
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either through modesty or aversion; neverthe- 
less, he seemed to concur with Caulincourt in 
blaming several of Napoleon's measures. In ac- 
tion, or on the march, the Emperor and he were 
generally together, and formed, with respect to 
external appearance^ so striking a contrast, that it 
was difficult to refrain from laughter. To dwell 
^pon particulars of human life, of so little im- 
portance as the minutiae of dress, appears a task 
little worthy of an enlig^ened reader or author ; 
however, as I write rather for amusement than 
instruction, and as the dress of all celebrated 
leaders, from Saul to Charles XII. is known, 
either by portrait or description, some mention 
shall here be made of Napoleon^ with his little 
three-cornered hat, his grey surtout, his small sta- 
ture, his big belly, his horses of no figure, his 
awkward deportment when mounted ; comparing 
him, at the same time, with his brother-in-law, 
who, riding athis left, attracted and arrested the 
eyes of the curious, by his form, his splendid 
dress, the rich trappings of his horse, #*c. His 
countenance, his fine h\M eyes, his large whis- 
kers, his dark curling hair, which fell over the 
cdlar of his kurtka, a Polish dress, the narrow 
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fldeeves of which were open l)6low the shoulder, 
excited attention. The collar of his coat was 
richly embroideiedl with gold ; the coat itaelf 
was confined with a golden belt, to whidi was 
suspended a light sword, with a straight and nar« 
row blade, made after the antient Roman fashion, 
without hilt or guard ; the handle was beautifnily 
worked, and ornamented with brilliants; and 
also, as I have been told, with the portraits of 
his family. This prince commonly wore full pan* 
tak)ons, of a purple or blood colour, the seama 
of which were trimmed with gold, and boots ef 
nankeen or yellow leather. The splendour of this 
dress was still further increased by a huge cocked 
hat, edged with white ostrich feathers, having ft 
broad gold border, and an immense plume, com- 
posed of four large ostrich feathers, diverging to- 
wards the cardinal points of the compass ; from 
the centre of which arose a magnificent heron^s 
plume. 

The trappings of his horse, with the fine gilt 
stirrups, were made in the Hungarian or Tui^ish 
fashion: the horse was covered with a trailing 
blue or purple housing, richly embroidered with 
gold ; the bridle was magnificent* It must be 
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owned^ that this mixture of 8wedifth, Spanish, 
Roman, Tufkish, and Neapolitan ia»bions, not^ 
withstanding all its splendour, exhibited no taste. 

This jumble of antient and modem costume 
will never, surely^ find an imitator, even on the 
stage. Over the clothes we have mentioned, the 
King of Naples wore, when it was cold, a superb 
velvet pelisse, of a d^ep green colour, trim* 
med with sables. The livery of his equerries, 
pages, and servants, was of a deep red, or sky- 
blue. He appeared to prefer, before every other 
colour, that of the beautiful sky of his kingdom. 
When he came within reach of the enemies' 
guns, the batteries were sure to be directed at 
him. At least, a striking instance of this was 
seen in an engagement near the banks of the Un* 
strut, when the enemy's batterie«» placed on a 
steep eminence, directed a welUsustained fire to- 
wards the spot where the King of Naples was 
stationed by the side of Napoleon. 

It was said that the latter, in spite of his taste 
for simpUcity in his own person, was desirous 
enough that his suite should appear with a splen- 
dour which might strike all eyes, at parades, and 
when every thing was in a state of tranquillity. 
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His adjutants and staff were well paid; his orderly 
officers received gratuities to reimburse their ex- 
penses, at the end of every campsiign or journey ; 
nevertheless, during the war, many worn-out 
uniforms were seen at head-quarters, and such 
neglect was neither remarked nor reprimanded. 

Maret, Duke of Bassano, as minister for foreign 
affairs, was the first, and almost the only, civil 
officer, who accompanied Napoleon during the 
whole of the campaign. When the army was on 
a march,, or when he came to meet the Emperori 
he appeared on horseback. Although the French 
pay no respect to difference of occupations, 
he never assisted at any battle. His air bespoke 

^ the courtier and the statesman, who joined to 
the most artful turns of policy, the flexibility and 
amiable character of a Frenchman of the old 
school. His agreeable exterior appearance, full 
of dignity, was much in his favour. The phy- 
siognomy arid manners of Fouche, Duke of 
Otranto, bespoke deceit and finesse. He stopped 
but a short time at Dresden, during the armistice^ 

, and quitted that city for the Illyrian provinces. 
^ Besides the two last-named. Count Daru 
was among those who may be ranked with the 
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civil officers, and who, as iutendant of the king- 
dom of Saxony, was^ the-most frequently occupied 
with the Epiperor*. The grand portfolio which 
-followed him, contained more than one scourge 
for the unfortunate country. 

* A wiser system of economy should have been employed, in 
order to take advantage of the^ resour<:^es of so rich a country, 
which the industryof the inhabitants rendered still more consider- 
able. Also, during the armistice, the soldiers should Have been 
employed in getting in the harvest, and its produce ought to have 
been distributed with greater care. But the stores of Saxony were 
shamefully wasted. The soldiers considered the hard-working 
peasant as a slave, who could not be sufficiently ground by those 
who ravaged his property. The prodi^ce and loss of the country, 
in this destructive^ campaign, are incalculable. To form any idea 
of these, it must first be allowed that Saxony (wonderful as it 
may appear,) si^ported half a million of troops during six 
months ; that an inmiense quantity of provisions had been de- 
stroyed ; and that, after the abandonment of the armistice, all 
those parts of the country which were traversed by the armieis, 
or had become the actual theatre of war, were so much exhaust- 
ed, that the inhabitants were constrained to buy, in the neigh- 
bouring countries of Silesia, Franconia, and Bohemia, not only 
the grain necessary ifbr their support, but also seed for their 
fields^ On the other hand, it must be allowed that the harvest, 
particularly in certain places, in spite of the dampness of the 
season, surpassed geif^al expectation. In theneighbourhbbd 
of Dresden, and several other places^ the w}ieat-harvest was 
very plentiful ; fodder was no less so ; the crop of potatoes was so 
superabundant, that the provinces which had suffered ilhe least 
during the war, found themselves iQ ^ [condiUon to supply seed 
to other less>^iFortunate districts. The fruit trees furnished daily 
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The army of Napol«^oa was almost entirely di- 
Tided ia the differeii pcoTiaces of Saxony, tha 
old a^d youn^ guards at Otesden, and in the ei»« 
virons on the righA bank of the Elbe, from Lusatia 
to the neighbourhood of MuUberg and Torgau. 

nourishment to thousands of the French, who are very fond of 
fruit. Towards the end of autumn, when commerce began to 
revive, and the high roads were covered with carriages, a prodi- 
gious quantity of different fruits was seen at the market of 
Freyberg, and other places in the direction of the mountain 
countries. It might be remarked on this, as on all other occa*- 
sions, that Providence never sends a scourge, which is not ac- 
companied, or followed, by some comfort and alleviation, as well 
for individuals as the people at large. This truth was demon* 
strated in the present instance, and contributed much to console 
the unhappy victims of an unjust war; whilst thousands of 
land-owners, who, under other circumstances, had sacrificed the 
interests of humanity to the thirst of gold, lost in a few days 
their stores, and even part of their estates. Several of them 
were seen reduced to that beggary which had long been the 
portion of their unfortunate neighbours. But neither the just 
punishment of the former, nor the relief of the latter, can fbrm 
any excuse for those ambitious persons, who fear not to entaH 
upon nations all the scourges produced by war. Hie reflect- 
ing observer finds in these events a proof of the melancholy 
truth, exemplified by history, that each generation requires some 
coiivulsion, in order to learn, in the school of adversity, how t# 
appreciate the season of liappiness. For flv'e and twenty year* 
past almost all the nations of Europe have undergone this ordeal. 
Saxony, whose prosperity had been boasted, was the last coun- 
try which drained the bitter cup. She suffered more than tiie 
neighbouring countries, doubtless, becaus^e she was in a superior 
state of riches and cultivation. 
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A great |K>rtMm of tbe army was in SUema^ on the 
kouti^ oi that country and Sasony, in very con- 
itted cantonments *. 

The Poles were near Zdttau^ the 7th carps 
(farmSt at Gterlitz^ and in the neighbourhood; 
IMbatrmont's^^ corps, and General Latour-Mauhourg's 
cavalry, round Sagen and Freystadt. Although 
this distribution underwent but few changes, I 
never was acquainted with the particulars of 
them. It was a very difficult thing for a stranger 
to collect the smallest information at head-quar* 
ters, respecting the dispersion and cantonment of 
t^e> troops, or procure any idea on the subject, 
but that which he might form to himself. The 
officers of the general staff themselves, with a 
fbw exceptions, possessed but very partial infer* 
mation on the subject ; the combined arrangement 
was unknown to them. 

During the armistice, Napoleon lived at Dres^* 
den, in such a manner as to be able to apply 
himself fVeely to business, and at the same time 
to enjoy the pleasures afforded by his palace, 

* The corps of Prince Poniatowski had crossed Gallicia, 
entered Bohemia, by the permission of the Austrian court, and 
badfortmalAl^imriTed in Upper Lusatia, by the Gabel road. 
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which overlooked b» exlmsive gwdea. Iiigwt»wili 
his mode of life was ratib^r simple ihm cnrteftt% 
tious ; ff>h with the exception of tJbie<]^U|^:MV]0«i 
of the newly arrived troops, of a part of his 0aard» 
and the amusement of the play> there waui. not 
other diversion. The day being exclusively d^*; 
voted to the labours of the 4:abinet> the gtegifu^^ 
tranquillity reigned in the palace ; indeed, I^i^ 
for the imperial guard, whidi indicated the.x^^^ 
dence of a monarch, one would hardly have au|]^ 
posed it to be the dwelling of a rich private p^ 
son. Those who were of indisfiensable U9^ 'V9t)^9 
labours, were the persons who approadied \^ 
the nearest. Berthier, Caulincourt^ two seci^^* 
ries, and Colonel d'Albe, with his maps, had ihmt 
apartments in the palace ; and the. Emperor neecU 
ed, as it were, but beckon to them, in order t^ 
bringithem to his elbow. He.refdded and trap^^t 
acted business in the right* winff, the. left wajf 
occupied by Berthier, and other great officers* 
The saloon, with two rooms in the centra, yrer^ 
devoted to the use and reception of all those who 
presented themselves at court. 

The day was passed in the following manner t 
Till eight o'clock all was quiet, unless some adjur 



'^-m tSE YEAif^ 1813; 325 

teot ioii Weft unezpeMeiiy caHed, or courier had 
arrived; at mne, there was a teree, at which all 
who enjoyed the rank of ci^oiiqI might appear*. 
The French civil and military authorities^ as well 
as ibofie of the t;ountry, were^ there, and Napo- 
leon's countenance was observed as the barome- 
ter rf the political trtmoj^phere. The brothers and 
nephews 'of the King of Saxony, the Dukes of 
Weimar and Anbalt Dessau, sometimes appeared 
at the levee. Napoleon breakfasted alone about 
half an hotftr after it broke* up, Or deferred his 
breakfast vmtH the parade was over. But this 
siddom hajq^ened. The iplRCtic^edOstrorgehage 
(Ostra-parkf) is so well calculated ibr this military 
amusement, and its extent is such that, at the grand 
paJTade of the 10th of August, from 15 to 18,000 
men appeared on that spot. Napoleon had but a 

r 

hundred yards t6 go, in order to repair thither on 
horseback ; he might, indeed, traverse a walk and 
passage of the garden, belonging to CSountWalwitz, 
cqpposit^ his palace, where Marshal Souk' resided. 

• Nevertheless, those orderly officers who had served in the 
S^ptoitk.war, ev^ of the rank of captahi, were «kdtnitted to 
tb^levee. This prerogative, styled .droit du lever, was consi- 
dered as a peculiar privilege, and shewed the price which the 
erorHittached tA service ki that daiigerous cotitest. ^ 
VOL. I. Q 
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When the Emperor am¥ed» on* the parade, he 
^fated, and the tro^^, who defiled befoi« 
himi to]«Lted him three times with' the n^ual 
acdamaticmfif. 

To complete the army, firei^ troDpSidetachment^ 
of light aiid heavy cavairy> immenBe cMum&$(!ofi 
the tfat0> cariiagfes of a^new form, dMiugfat hor»e9>; 
hameMi quantities of clothes, arrived daily fryrm 
the interior of Franee; but the whole was in 9J|;i.. 
incomplete staftei^Hfacmgh nothing had been spajed^ 
rtbting t0 eqftipment ;rn 

/Kew pieoea of artillery and regimientB of infanr, 
t^ werfr suecesAiv^ly ariivingr firpm the 161^ 
JUnei during a whole month. It clearly app^^ared^ 
ihat neither e^m nor expense httdheentst^eil^^ 
t6 probure these reinftH*oements^ and tile in&ntx^ 
idone shei^d how little time was^ neoessasy fi^ib 
ft^quirihg a^ certain^ military cast; A xiewly-r^sedi^ 
regiment was ^een^ among others,, passu^g-iimri^^ 
viB^ ifvlth «(»»TOOi!diiHl«rf ^iaerity ^d; confident. 
t^i4regi0*en%Iiftd onl^beenfo^ 
since the 27th of May.r I(:a<:^mnviivl49t Yf^i^^ii 
poii^t^ eolionel en the sper, Tlje fimpwrpffOvn^ 
ferred,on itgmdes of prQ«iotioi;i for eight Qr;pinfe: 
perfeonsv :.Qtti.,tbei^:- oeiifisioikci^. ^lAiif^fiiislili 
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iiKfoir^ ^tff a^m^ tlw lettgth of their scfrvice, the 
<*«tti^g^a 1*^f had? i^irfoiteed, attd immediately 
gpatoted their promotion, he himself often iselect. 
iftg^tho*^ wft^Mn' h€J chose to advatAce. Then the 
commandant harangued his regiirietit, presented* 
to it, '' by order of his I^ft^i^ty the EmpeVor and 
'* King,"* its officers in thrir n&tf rank, aild ciMi- 
eluded by embracing them; afte^ Whifeh ereiry ott6* 
repaired to his post, and th^ aec^MOmt^d acela^ 
ihations resounded. The '' 6M guard/' whiefa was^ 
V«ii^ feiotoj^te, i*ith its barid ^ Tu Aish m^sic, 
^i^i^nted^ on" alf o<ibasions tfie fttefit spectacle. It 
cbiiifete* of tteariy 8,000 meh, fortning two regi- 
rii^fafs^ttf gfiffenadSers, and tWOdf dhassenri. It has 
htihn msil^r of complaint, that this ctiosen bddy; 
ofktefaie tiflfeof *^theEtoper6r's gtoafd/'^aitogatedl 
td tft^nisi^les arbiftfary ptetctosions,^ paitieiilarly 
wiffi r^^^ct to qtiaitert. Nothing was goodf 
aliM^ for' thetti* ; and they are i^eused of having' 
alfibilSJllM tt^mselves to^ plundering, when they 
Ji«a^iflJJ1fi4«i#yt«^^pr(tfiend. 

'T!jl%mtiimi^, ^ would bay^ been iiiipossible to 
fifid^«li»eWlK«l^ fikio)^s whobniveid d^ath with so 
iAkh4ftti^dlty and^ bdtiMge ; and wfaa, iti th^ 

a s 
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m^iidst.pf every ,4,iflficwlty an44aiiger> diewect^HpHi- 
selves moEe d^evoted to thi^ chief a«dtl*eW'^jr- 
By my owix k^owledgp, during the, d^p^ad^l^ 
bardmeut of a redoubt at the attack of Dr^sde^, 
when the greater pai^ of the garrispn had , bean * 
killed^ or wounded, seven men of the imperial 
gu^rd, who were summoued, rushed upon the 
parapet, jand walked up and down on it^ in order 
to m^pire othcirs with couragej without paying the 
lqasjt,i9ittjentioij,to ,the shower of balls wMch fdl 
i^ppn t;h^ , redqnubt. Two or ; three pf t thesft ; fi^h 
herqes fpU.victin^s to their , vf^l9^^ ;. this r^d^o^t 
W^s so pjxXipxedhy^tif^ artillery, that th^^piarikpet 
was reduced to the height of e^te^n iOji^l^s. 
Hqjw^ Hpi^Ay thousands 9f .the&e b|raye n^pp^ p^^hed 
in Ihe, co\irse qf , th^ twp last capipjiigns ,| .^ ,Pus 
gu3.rd, jvas, ^ngrjeoyer, almost thq pT^\y .fi0jrp8> of 
;^r^9ch, t;r,opp§ .which 4i«tipguiflhe4,.4tsiqlf by-its 
a^ppear^p^?, aii4 tl^ pr§9iwP pf its ffW^^^flls ; 
for, even when the other corps ex^bite4ai#gree 
of 5Lb^i1|fy, in their: oyQlutfiQi^, thfiy Mid-ijqfipqual 
the Qerman troops, in fid^rjs^ 9ft4ifiJ^ci]^la5ij/or 
t^^eir n^rchings, ^vh^^lfpgp, . ai^d m^giqeu vx^- iwre 
l^ss ippa^ured ^nd,reguja|r. ^01?^? i;?w|^c^?ptB 
Qf thp Gerpaa;;ifjforn^^g,the c^^^ 
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fedWA^cJft'df the Mine, pa^ed' thrcfugh Dresden, 
aftdr NApoleota was' exceedingly i>leasie* With them. 
The^ cavaljr*y of <he French ^uard o^ honour came 
Hsp rather late, and was disperscid among the other 
' foments 6f t^e guard. Every paride was con- 
cluded by a review of sevetal corps of the cavalry 
helonging to the guard /'which defiled at a trot or 
gallop^ luider the ordefs of General Guyofti com- 
mandant of the imperii eiscorts. Buonaparte ex- 
hibited his impatience, even dn these occasions: 
inst^d of staging for the approach'bf some divi- 
Bioi^, he hastened ' to meet them . Cotint Lobau 
received the orders from hitti for' those Evolutions, 
"^^^iiich lie directed Whesn' mounted. 

A^ feddn'as the davalry hkd begun to file *6fF, 
'Napdl66n^ returned home^o his labours, dt tnade 
the 'eirctiit of the city on horseback. The^e^ ex- 
cursions had foir their object the fortifl6ation* of 
Dresdein, and the erection of several new redoubts 
in^e environs. ' 

' He several times visited the camp of the young 
*guard, which extended in a semicircle, at a 
quarter of a^eague dtdtapt from^ the new town, 
• '%pni^Koelirgsbitick to the BaUtzen rbad. "Sub- 
^*i»tewtiatl afM^i^eg^lAr fe^ on 
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itat «()ot^ which cir<iumstBn(:e bad (<i€feiBki^k)iDe6d 
fimiph damage to the wood. In froot of tb^ c^Bip 
a ^mall obelisk had been erected^ siipfyot^k^ a 
Irnst of Napoleon. 

When the Eknperor, <m ^milai' occaaioxiis, 
visited the soldiers by surprise^ they continued 
their occupations, in their camp dress, withotit 
taking notice of his presence. When he crossed 
the Elbe, he generally passed over one of the two 
bridges of boats, which were constructed above 
and below the great brid^fe. Pei^ha|%8 hltpdt^- 
ferfed them, because they wiere wilier than tfie 
last, especially when compared widi^be *|^ 
that been temporarily repaired, to m^fto^ Ibiit 
iK^hich had been demolished by the explosioiC '^ ' 

When he retnrned to his palace, aJl tvr^s q^i 
till the evening ; Ih^n he went out, scM^ner sr 
later, as his occupations Would allow, mid re- 
turned to dinner, or the play. It is wfeH fawtru 
that dinner was not served up till very late, about 
«even or eight o'clock. He dined very often, as 
during the campaign, alone wiUi Iterthier, unleis^s 
flome guests of the Sstftoniroyal family weijei^liife- 
ssent. After ten o'clock tranquillity was restoi^d, 
land every ope appeared at liberty, and fr^ee rfiteni 



c^wftrftiflt P^rJbi|ipatiie Einpeyor was tiie^a .enj- 
l^'l^y^^.W^tfi fV^e,f f his 8C5C?^ti^ 

fltw%3.^ foatf^pnceived tte|: tbexc wquld bp 
ao nipre entert^iuoents at the ,Fieiich liead- 
^qHiMrtei;s; hut dr^atic |^rfo]:ps^apce;s stock ^lace ; 
/iwr./wJ()4eJip«ii>o»0iFl^iry, Bftesffleuipiselles J^arp 
im4, J^P^gpi^^ ^Cj, w(?» Sfut ;fpr fro^i Paris, 
^r^ii^li Qomed^ imif^ ^p^p^^xj^a^d .^t the IjUl^ 
=tb©fit!?e, which j^ jb^e^ ^tastUy fitt^ iip jia thp 
.wangery ,Qf Xhe Jl^g^rc^Uni g^^^^ep, , c9a$i|f»Qus to 
4hf^«{iajiftce« ?^hese ^^m'j^yeAtation^ {]^oduced ^but 
4Kl!tf€;,^ctui,cq9s^uence of the sfaalbQss pf the 
place. Le^t the heat should be pppressiye, npt 
jffom ^n ,a /hv^drfi^ ipcu^ops bdionjjing ^ th^ 
.city i«r W i»yi1a?d» VH with gi|oi!^pajrte>,hpu^^^^ 
4wl4ii ftwJ tiM l»K*d Awlyj, rqoflajKXsed th(B^iji;jyile 
qC .tl)^ /5»^iiE|iice. A nkprt tjfaeiafter^ P^^^l^ 
4^tfv^%o,fmeiix^g^i^}p8, Afai^^WQisplLe^eQ]^ 
f^tmsi^i f^om J^issi^; jTal^na ako su3riye^,^^a^^ 
;j!(^«^,,pi^s ftf J^aoiuejSft^^ Voltaire w^re.p^eij- 
%^oi#d ./|t Jtbp ;.Qpera-^9use of tte citj, where 
^ fiTSB^h .afit^s 4JiPgla3fed ^thoae great takftts^ 
m^fi^ /8Be iC0]3pflaQi»ly .deteriqtrated. by extrava- 
^[fffffp oi ma^n^. But i^t inflated styl^, which 
ig^^ij^yg^t. suital^e to an ^extensive theatre, and 



^8» C^tMPAIQK'iU^rSiffiWY, 

0» a- sUage 90 confiiied. A vaist jniequaUty wfm 
litjewdse observable ia the. performaftce-QJ^ th? 
actars; their dfcficieney m number obliging 
tragic and comic j^erformers to appear m^Mjime 
piece; Some short Italian ^operas, which M^v^ 
played at the little theatre of the orangery^f ajftwr 
days after the arrival df Napoleon, did not swit 
his taste, and were discontinued. The ai;?ef of 
the pTace, the selection of pieces from <jm?tail^d 
operas^ and^ in fine, the aecompanimeivt, Were 
very unfavourable to that 1 species' of jjcjrforja^- 
ance. - --., 

Napdeon did not wish to have a: iarge.fw- 
cheistrat; he had sent for a small number of; te- 
stJrumeMa} players, a© if the performance Q£«(0tne 
quarMtos bad been in question. NeverthekgB, 

JMadame Sandrini, and other <}istingaished"pro^ 
fesaprs, received deserved applausd. Tbef reach 

, » performers having arrived, they exclusively plfty;ed, 

vibmetimeBat the little theatre, sometimes at* ^e 
.othen When the performance was at the Ijattfr, 
;th0 adniission tickets were issued by' the Count 

• de Tureani8, provisionary master of the jpew^s. 

rTiie; ipectatorsat the little theatre were oftfen 
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#6!ifeted% BtidniEitparte Utofelf/f^^ aliftt which 
iKra* t]itdtered to -be presetiti^ to him. Between 
the a<its' refreshments ^ere distributed from the 
%9K6e o( the imperial btltler. In general, the ad- 
tttinisti^tion of .the iEmperor's household was not 
tkmfoutidW with that of the King of Saxony. 
"Nttfioleon accepted the services of those gentle- 
tHetf ahd chamberlains only of the Saxon court, 
Mrho were absolutely necessary to the dignity 6f 
'his own. These took the duty alternately. 

The play then was the only amusement which 
tbdk place dtiring the stay of the Emperor. A 
partiality to long walks on foot, perhaps for the 
iwike of his health, was formerly ascrib€pd to him. 
His corpulency and the embarrassment bf his 
^afl%dr», might latterly prevent that diveroion. 
He was only seen in that part of the garden con- 
tiguous to his apartments. Sometimes hd t^k 
an airing in his carriage, but as every thing was 
systematic with him, and as he never weut out 
'iirithout'aai object^ his excursid*is were«foar> thie 
purpose of military or topographical observation*, 
aS' limst haVe been evident to those who accom- 
^ panied him. In order to become moreparticu- 
Ittriy aequainted with the c^nvirtms of Dresden 



.fibaraete#iic|^. He >egan by tt^q ;^ugb..J5^ 
fte»4wg tu) ^P^emia, mite^ the ijaigl^^i^^fj^^f 
^ j^«B»p mt Piraa no qelebriBctpfl ^»» i^«#9Hfi 
3!1m0 camp, fi^md ia G^nuuiic^tioii W^-v^fg 
fytt o( lA^^f^f^Bj vm» about to aerye f^.a ):t!47 
waiJ^iagftiQ^t t|^e apples of Bobequsi, af^d,D9 ,11}^ 
centre ^f .Ibp ^p^pveine^ts ;of the troopft .^lii^^ 
^Mcreil .the ^stei^ipaiJt of S^oay. ^ij^h j^ 
inteiil»an^ ^lidgee of bp^tiB were egtf^hjjj^fj^at)^)]^ 
«itd itejkw the little t<y9fn of ^cBiftgs^,.,§i^^ 
mW(T09^ wej?e jQ0|M4rucjt((jd for t|^p jm^po^g^i^jf 
Joeeping ,o|N^ th^ ,<?o^mmuc;atioa3 bet^i^ce^ ^ 
)l»p)|fi.<)f the ;£lbe^ {)aj;ticularly tlM^e pf ^ej^, 
Doadato Silesia ,a^d Bohemia .tbro^Jbi , ^j^plp^^. 
Mie»stcii|a, anfl I^<enig8it^n. : /.- 

JIm^ laat-peiitiQpe^ plajQetM^ahcea4y sp^9tc(>^ 
thrwigh itP wtwal.i^sitiQn, apji jtf^p ^rk^l^tf^^^ 
Added: te^he fcHPtjfieatioiis^ that 4^thixig reautin^ 
to:bejlQi)e,€pco€ipting.to form anabattisof th&t)^^ 
0f ibe iUittle woo4 ?w^u^ ^as yritJW^QaQOif^jih^ , 
TEV'beA Napoleon approached this ^ortresa ^fbr ^ ' 
rfii»ti;ime, Juaving^arrived at theloiYMiJi^ri^jiK^i^^^,, 



In "ehe iimi miB. ^9t» 

rock wiutebreateiA iteeH'perpendiciAwrly^ib^tte^ 
head. vHie gamsoA, who were on the hattteaiiEhts;,. 
Iddetng damn, miiht he take« fix)iii *heJow lAif ^n 
tirobp df pu{ipet8. '' jIlL^^be.essd^dMed,siaa»^^ 
that immeoise height wkh a smile, fie fufpkns^d 
wpprehensisn of the tbceuUe .iif gpwg op, and 
#khed to retrace his steps ^. Bui w^en^he heatA 
tihiOt l^e feitrees would affprd-his^ .a 'very iftteresfe^ 
mg prospect, ^lod that he (had l^t two huadfiod 
j^teps.to ti^ .40 acquineit the iook ceuirage and 
iTiefcofltibitred wiibh the ^gmat^ soteieM;, aoeordiog 
IJoihegplaD of'die eariixms iwhichhe held JnMt 
hdnd, the Kjouotry round ahojut, and ei^Qciaihf 
jlbatUBioi^toDftte poastion where, iat 4ke hegiduing* 
f)f the seven yeaors' war, (iie JBaxon araiy yielded 
(brotghifaibsne. '^' 

When Suofiaparte had examined Ibe moBt' 
itkepe^ikk^ ipeiilit'S bf «he fnittress, and the wdl, 
whibh is of ithe toost curious descriptiMi, -Jtwito^' 

* Ip fact/hewas not fond of climbing, and I cannot adipit 
the truth of what the author of the pamphlet ehticled, Dr^s^h* 
«9Mf ^:£Mt-^fl^.«M^clU» <t^,Bu^^i$yp9M»,a|ioen404;tte*e^ 
of. SfMut Sophia^ to judge if the weather would clear. H^ 
repaired, as will be seen, early in the morning, when it was 
^r]Hbw,to&e field «fb«i^e. • 



|«X)p^s«dJto hith^tb desc^id M k^ti^dto clnib.' 'tie 

dediiM^/ smiKng/'took leiY«fiof the' cotniMLads^t 

atid'offie^t^ in an affecbki maniiet, atid>imnied^%kl^ 

grai^terd thiity days' addveional pay to the it^Mle 

garrison; und^t tJie title bf^a grattiity, • 'h ^mt 

fieooDe^t wfer to have seen him so'cheerfcd'.i^^-^^* 

• >The works and fbrtifeoations wMdi Napoi#^ 

?hadk;a\i&ed to be constructed beneath XiiMn^tefiil, 

(on a precipitous rock opposite to ' Koetti^&tjfeSttl) 

at^ wefll as neat tide little fortrefss ofStolpeni^^fatcfed 

on ^6 tbp of a nionntaih, hadthe appearaincsj ^k/P^ 

mirfre d^to^fetratitoj' rather founded tip6ii<^=^ffie 

impreisioti which the report of suicb a catep^MfK^M 

in2lke;^ai^upon< th^ possibility of its really 4)6- 

cotifltjg a Ikie df defek^ce. Such measutdd o&iM 

be regarded at • most but as the iiciea&6 of pi^e- 

serving, as vre have before observed> the-efeSfcfc- 

mu&icatSK>ii'b6tweeb the two banks of Ihe^SUbe, 

in that^part of Saxmiy which was exposed to Ae 

kiciirsbtis of the eneiny. Intrendhtbentg at &ke 

fmVt^P Miettfetei^, between heaps of rock^r'ttrnd 

in the midst of woods of fir, could contain Uu^ a 

fAwihmite^EWdjs df ^^*^ ^ho, '^fttout depfltV^of 

provisions, wouid have soon been des<itfiy^4)f 

support, arid ic6nstraitted,'foir waM^ df ' W^^ 



fflch a^ vp^rmoipa) jneoMsairy of. life»t water,, a^ fer 
%ft;^a9ip».thjB> river, the bed of whkli «l that place 
iMi(»ate4iQa deep.boUow; the artUlery itBelf 
09^. Qoly xepel the attack of aa enemy ^ witbout 
bfpi^. able to amreep the banks of the Elbe and its 
vicinity^ by reason of the.steepnesB of^e dedivi- 
l^cMk) rFin^ttyy it wUl easily be perceived thaitithe 
Qfupi^ at fLiUenstm was but a fieirce inteiided*te^ be 
I^f^yedioff in the pages of the Miomteur^ and^ to 
(3}^Pffe,4he intca^kms of the Alkies, if it be 4^01%- 
«4^eEe4:that the troops in that .forjtn^ssc were m- 
.mssit^f4 to present a front m aU4ice^«DS^ fthat 
tiliie^/Vifere'^peiyed of the neoessairyMOQaraiiwiea- 
^Q^!..j4aced on intersected ttgroandi and tbat 
jffitiwg <^o«ldr boi mote easy than to bli>ckfi4e re«d 
4i^a|tratn.th€ffntocapitulate< Infaot^OA intersected 
glOPOd alfl&ady occupied by inftintry, it is impos- 
fgt^ct^^afkanoewithQUtgreat.fKijGic^^ aSf.tbe 
,ifSfgf}efiU0mi<^ the enemy .cannot be known ;f bvt 
.jt]ie.^«d>m>mmanders were too able >wii ^cki^r- 
; i^^ht§dii^tuto : pfsroeif e that, as all th? (e^^i^ws 
. c^JUljeftptein wwe,m«alated, thi^y wqnUl b?fV¥* 
to^^ftAFrei^fth'as jaoon,a» Dresden, ^tt9ci;ej(^pn,l^e 
. other tsidei^ should be. obliged to capitulate*, In 
^uch^po^itiftn ^ swall body could iuot strike^ ^y 



dfK^ii^iye blow, 4i4iinnerausoiie would iktv^hem^ 
io vr^nl <ef pr^vilrio^Uit I n^ver cfiitisiatpifct^l^ 
troops whiob i sww tfaers^ a« nioretliaii SStOOftttita^ 
'Bbe gbound near the cattle of Stolpen, yfii^M^ 
atde' to oMttuo ^ome Inuidreds ol* men nim r pi&^ 
s€iiit^« df^flfo^tilttes. The dntient vmlk cut ii^ &': 
hffsallie rdck^ had loiig^ b$i»ifiiied up*; ttfe cK^ 
it90lf can only Keeive tKe seewmry «tt]^fy k>f' 
water by a long chdn of pipes which mny * W 
easily cut oC Foctoeily, there was an n^j^^wtn 
wjbkh no longer e^mts. Tfaese^ doiaMM9> W^rt^. 
tl^ in/eo&Tenieiic&s which determined the Sk^H^. 
to^baaioUHi this boasted^ foi^tress^ before itlto^ei^^ 
ba^ sioiiously thf6ate^ed. The Bfussiaiii^ iM«A(F.; 
ate attempt ut»onIilienstein^bQtt«e]rtainly,ii«j«b^l9': 
in^tion^ of de^troyiteg the bridge of boftlaiiat4i«(:. 
pkp^ Napoledn'>s^ d&^o^tions of <i^»tiea on4iMvi 
pc^tS'boird^ng.ttpoki Bothemta we»e< gym^tmmiflAi 
of .the ^oibarraastneDt: in n^ehr he found Un^XM^i? 
I| hethadi notobBtinatelf]^ taken Uiato bis MiA'l^^ 
mfijntidlii at aU hazardn, the li&e of. tbOciBlteHv/ 
ioipl^^Hie^orka would haw bfl^nrit^t^,;^ frit 
gfiiat ninnber of mem prbscttiifed^ ^w^iifc. ^watir|rf^i^^ 
^I^tter'0(!^flE^e CQDsequeneet toUlm^ thatt :!»/ llMllr 
pofwsaof^Ssrmaiiy. Bn*, buoyad 5»p :?»tJ*b th^^ 



ilhisdry ho^e of besrtSng JiiB^e««nie*iti' deiafl; he 
re^rded' SaiEcmy as the pivot ef'hifl ifpettt6jdin», 
jtfid tan 'Elbe a»'his first Ihie of defeiufe. ■'N'eter^ 
^Ites^' tritfa this line he did ndt aoeoMplieli his* 
end-'.itlie true base of l9ie operiitionsvrai^kMers^ti^ 
at a' right angie by the last-mention^iit river} rtnf* 
todk a directictti diametrically contrary to th6 p\«xtf 
of Buonaparte. If the 0be had nin iii the simf 
dirfectioa arf IheSaaleorthe WeSeT, ^.j athofc^ 
mighi'Mve beefti entertained of etitlifolii^Sid^-p^ibtsf 
of ^fenee oiiJ % eve* after the dfecl^rbfioft of v^dl* 
^* A«^lih{ but v<rhat fftainA, posse9«^' dP 
c^Mffidti ^seyibdwhofhad not blindly abaitt^6d' 
hii6«elf 1» eha&ee; would hstt« undJ^rtfAMin^ lilted 
]^l^i^^t)tf, t^ deKSttd- thie Elbe, a« th«i same «tt«f 
ei^ii^hi«a*irtftr^(^e pd^eyfUlt AuM»isui> doi^ 
niM^« At letu^, "^e Saade' ilBSi^-M*f€ Ef^rveidtai^ 
hisi^viittJiptd^Uner ttn^ it bad been ^^t^fci^le to 
df^^tttpta^iititittt'sidnitktb Bohcniia Of Bntndebo«frgr. 
Nap^toioi,^ iievetiJteless, neglected no point of 
^&i^}ii'h«co<M tekk adtantogcsillr his defbiiifie^, «¥ 
th^ ^g89|;ie'o^'his-amy. Tit'es de pont, furnished 
nft^'^vritb. ^arapete vnd f^iMCbsj wei«e eKftoto^ 
aldd^ tb^Silii. 1^' former Ibit of S«iinbn»€6i& 
(th^i dilgdfefya^ 'Pima;) > wbich .bad latibl^ beea 
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prefWr^/sLta great expense as an haa|iitai tor 
liiAatic«, was pat in a state of defence. The 
buildiogs, walb, and roofs which i^erfewd with 
iIhi plan, ^rere thrown down. The patients were 
quickly S0nt off, and the goods and provisions 
seii^^ Nevertbekss, an essential point wtts 
oveflookedy for the fort of Sonnenstein h com- 
mandedi at a moderate distance from both 
sdde* of the Elbe, in such a mariner that it might 
be destroy^ by a bombardment, as no reiiistance 
to it would be possible from Koenigstein'or any 
odhieir point * . t The rest of Kapoleon'^ excursions, 
dir€^oted with a <iegree of regularity, extended on 
the right bank of the Elbe, proceeding up that 
river intD the mountainous country between the 
^Blbe^aad the road to Bautzen, afterwards towards 
Sllolpen and Hoheustein, Radeberg, Kcenigsbtuck, 

' ' I. ..■■-. ■■ ■ ■■ ■ . 1^ ■!. I J l>. ■ ,»ll I I H 

• It appears that, from time to time, works, even oif an useless 
,iiatpie,t«rer9 ex^c^d on those poin^ts which Napoleon had marked 
out according to the map ; these works were iU-conceired and 
executed, owing to the huny occasioned by apprehehsioii or 
lilindolif^iiee. I %manber a bridge of Mats,, itilh itii tits 
depqnt, estublished above Pilnitz, which could be commanded 
by the artillery on the neighbouring hills, an ioliiivenience, 
h<>iir«Tier, which might have been obviated. I also reccUect^a 
i«doiib;|| JIk^M^ barrier of Dippoldiswaldy whkdk, after Napo- 
leon had examined, he caused to be demolished and reconstruct- 
ed, at some hundred paces distant^ on a more eligible spot. 



Meinea^ :Jnd Tharaad. ^^They irer e cMknfiKmly 
fipiaide » .titer aftemoon, >'and without my one 
l^w^lo^ their diHecliraL^ except tbd grand equerry, 
wbft 8U|>emitemled Ae relays. Eren^thi^ liattet 
4^ qot a?t off tUl some minutes before, or iat tl)e 
jilsJtaoit.Qf the Emj^ror's de^Mirture, and stop|ied 
Yfli^n Aie Jbad gone half-way ; for no one 'wws mi- 
lasted, to a knowledge of. JN'apoleon's projectsv the 
^li^pf his departure, ^c* When he Was busy, 
J^ sqttiHg out wiaa delayed from one Ikhif to 

,iI^,Q99 daty set off at half-past fite^ from hb 
r^sid§{^ce, in tlie Garden, for KoeidgBbilftc^; he 
A^ght(?d fown his carria^gie beyond. that staati town, 
,]t^^,^Q$fgMe§ from. Dresden. Se placed himself 
a^ciord^n§ ^to. the map, ii^iqairedabontjoaMi^roadfe, 
orij^red . his.^arriage to tuxta- round, aad fajf^ten 
o'clock had returned to his palace. To form* an 
iidea Qfhis celjsrityi it is sufficient > tcpsay^ iktBt; in 
the spade of four hours, he went to Meis^eii, and 
j;^tm-n^4. tb^i^oei after ,haying..s|jkat 8C«xM^,lime4<^ 
ittafcing'-' his observations. The aim of his excur- 
sions^^, ap we li?,)^. observed, tp s^cqu^n^Jiiin- 
spl£ as :intimati^iy^ as: possible ^^fa all tiie local 

positions. But he often inquired concerning other 
vol! I. R 
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points* which had some relation to his design ; 
for instance/ he asked how many boats are annu* 
ally built at Schandau, Pima, S^c.l What they 
cost ? If the Elbe froze, and at what time ? Ber- 
thier always accompanied him. On one occasion 
only, Berthier, Soult, and Gaulincourt were in the 
same coach with him. His eagerness to acquaint 
himself with the country, and obstinate determi- 
nation to explore in every direction, especially 
when he was on horseback, could not fail of 
making him^ pass by the relays, or come to 
impracticable places, where the carriage could 
not readily turn round. He was then obliged to 
ali^t, and when his saddle horses were not at 
baiid, he would take one belonging to an equerry. 
The rest managed as they could. Gaulincourt was 
generally on horseback, with the adjutant on duty. 
The Emperor's long excursions were performed in 
his carriage. In one of these he went, in a single af- 
ternoon, about seventeen leagues, passing through 
Stolpen, Hohenstein, Lilienstein, and Kcenigstein, 
taking care to examine every thing remarkable by 
the way, and that at a time phen the roads were 
very badL Buonaparte, on these occasions, was 
sometimes on foot) on horseback, or in his car* 



IN THE YEAR 1813. SM- 

riage. At another time, the relays being ready, 
were countermanded, because a mafsbal or am- 
bassador, had had an audience, and occasioned 
him some fresh business. Even when k>ng jour- 
nks were in question. Napoleon's rapidity was 
the same, and his determinations as unexpected. 
At the beginning of July, he went in haste from 
Dresden to Luckau, where he slept ; the next day 
be reviewed Oudinot's corps, and came to Lubben, 
where another review took place; immediately 
after, setting off, and travelling the rest of the day, 
and a part of the night, he returned to Hoiers* 
werda. On another occasion, he went through 
Torgau to Wittemberg, fourteen leagues from 
Dresden, examined at both places the fortifications 
and worics newly begun, and passed the troops 
who were there in review. The following day 
he went through Dessau to Magdebourg, whenoe 
some days after he returned to Dresden, by the 
the Leipsic road. 

In this manner Napoleon in person rendered him- 
self familiar with the situation, with all the peculia*- 
rities of Saxony, and ift the points of defence that 
country could afford him. He gave orders for all 
changes, as well as advancement of officers belong- 

R 2 
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ing to each corps. Thus, having arrived at Witr 
temfoerg, where there were a great number of 
Polish officers,^ who, since the dissolution of the 
army at the end of the last campaign, had remained , 
unemployed, he dispersed them among those 
French regiments in which there were vacancies. 
However, this new destination but ill accorded 
with their taste or their wishes. 

I here remark, by the way, that Napoleon, 
during the whole time of his stay at Dresden, 
.caused a priest to come every Sunday, to his pa- 
lace in the garden, to say mass to him ; appa- 
rently in order to pass for a good Christian in the 
eyes of observers, or of those whose good opi- 
nion was of some importance to him. 

He had traversed the greater part of the neigh- 
bourhood of Dresden, and the persons of his suite 

♦ were, still ignorant of his intentions. The uncer- 

* tainty of his situation, with respect to Austria, 
made hdm determine on measures of defence in 
the envircms of Koenigstein, and to fortify Dres- 
den, as well as the, passages over the Elbe. 
The days Qn y^hich Najjpleon went out on 

c 

^ihorsdsack ' only he examined the interior a|id 
^ exteriw fortifications of the capital. . It w;ill be re- 
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membered, that its old fortificaticms were, for the 
greater part, demolished after the peace of 
Vienna, in 1809, consequently, thftt it was im- 
possible to convert it, in a short thne, into, a 
regular fortress ; the most defective pilttfc? *were, 
therefore, hastily repaired; the ditches. Which 
had been partly filled up, were replenished wiA 
water; and the town, suburbs, and ravelins 
adjacent to the latter, were sutrounded by pa- 
lisades. 

Dresden is not calculated for albrtress ; the city 
lies too low on either bank of the Elbe ; besides, 
the wood on the right bank,, and other local cir- 
cumstances, injure its defence; it was, notwith- 
standing, capable of being put in a state to hcdd 
out for some time against a body unprovided with 
a battering train, especially, by means of the out- 
works, which supported eaC^bothel*. On each of 
the principal roads, which lead ta the city, or on 
elevated points, redoubts w«e constructed, to 
which names had been given^ agreeaUy to the 
French custom ; for insta&^e^ <- on tiie si^e^ of 
Neustadt, were the redoubts of Berlin; .of 
Kcenigsbruck ; of the outlets of Pneatnitz ; of 
Bautzen, or Marcolini^ so called by reason of the 
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iieighbotiring cow^y^rd and plantationft belongicig 
to the count of that title ; the great fortification, 
close to the black gate, was called the Imperial 
Redoubt. As there were in this quarter eight 
fortifications^ defended partly by abattis and pa« 
Jisades, so likewise there were some at the prin- 
cipal outlets of the old town. Napoleon himself, 
either on horseback or on foot, had marked the 
site for them all, as well as every particular of 
their defence; he also shewed himself every 
where, even in places most difficult of access. 
These dispositions justly alarmed the poor inha^- 
bitsuits of Dresden. It was, nevertheless, hoped 
that the negotiations with Austria would succeed 
m dissipating the storm. It was asserted at the , 
French head-quarters, that assiduous endeavours 
were making for peace. 

Since the end of June a courier had been des- 
patched to London ; Prince Metternich, on the 
26th and 30th of June, had had audiences with 
Buonaparte, which lasted several hours. Well- 
informed persons, about him,' asserted, that Aufih 
tria, even after a war, terminating mj^t favourably 
for her, coald not have reaped such advantageft 
lis were then proffered. But- the Allies were' too 
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sensible of the weight in their favour, which the 
adherence of Austria threw into the scale, not to 
set up great pretensions. It was thought, from 
an expression which fell from Berthier, that if 
Austria should reinforce the opposing power by 
an army of 200,000 men, France could bring as 
large an addition to her forces into the field. The 
most enlightened men were prepossessed on this 
head with an idea of the inexhaustible resources 
of France ; they reckoned with certainty, that at 
the expiration of the armistice, the theatre of 
war, on the right bank of the Rhine, would pre- 
sent, on the part of the French, 500^000 fighting 
men, and 1,300 pieces of cannon: the chastise* 
ment they received in the sequel, alone oiuld 
subdue such pride and presumption. 

When it was believed the negotiations would 
take a serious tum^ Napoleon appointed Caulin- 
court, the grand equerry, his plenipotentiary at 
the Congress of Prague, The departure of the 
latter was dekyed from time to time ; at last» to* 
wards the end of July, it took place. Napoleon^ 
who exerted every means to maintain peace with 
Austria, resolved to have an interview, at Mayence, 
witji his consort i not fi^om personietl affection, but 
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political mptiKr^a*! The tim<e of hii^ departure re^ 
mained enveloped in the most profound mystery, 
no preparation indicated the day; it was .not 
until the night of the 24th) or 25th of July^ thait 
two relays set ofi> and some couriers, to^ order 
horses op the Leipsic road. Napoleon arrived 
on the 25th» at five o'clock iu the morning, at the 
ferry boat, near Meissen. The bridge having 
been ^^^troyedji this cpnveyance was necesr 
sarily ysed for paissing the river. He was obliged 
to ^ait ^^bout half an hour for the seturn of the 
boat,. 

I: Ufltil jtbat BQoment no one was aware of his ia- 

l^ntMP, and none of those left behind knew 

wluth^ ^ was gone. He had but one carriage, 

.wadaccopapanied only by twoadjutants»ani equerry, 

a spcri^tary, some orderly officers and pages. 

.Berthier was* seated by his side, Rustan on the 

,bu:«./ While he crossed the Elbe in.the ferry- 

^boM,'"tlie Waitresses were replaced, upon which 

>Napaleoahad slept^ his head wrapped up as usual 

in his handkerchief, and he continued travelling 

1 without stopping. He was eight days absent; 

tliis gave as many of relaxation to those who had 

remained at Dresden. He retiir^^d by way of 
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Bamberg and Plauen. On his road he had re- 
viewed some detachments. 

Much was said about the prolongation of the 
armistice ; in the mean time the result of ^Caulin- 
court and the Count of Narbonne's negotiations 
at Prague was unknown ; the steps taken to re- 
establish peace, (to which Napoleon doubtless 
attacked a great value, at so critical a junc- 
ture, appeared uncertain.) The pretended sacri*- 
fices he seemed disposed to make were very dif*- 
fereiit to those which the Allies were authorized 
to require of him. Indeed, no positive overtures 
werc^ made, and the time that Caulincourt remained 
at Prague was spent in vain formalities. Buona- 
parte, perhaps, foresaw that. the 15th of August, 
a day till then destined for the celebration of his 
festivjEil, would call him away to more important 
occupations. He anticipated the celebration of 
his birth-day*; by fixing it for the 10th. AH the 

* ■ The day, generally known as Napoleon's birth-day, is the 
15tlx of Ajuguat, 1769 ;, but, according to M- Salgue's account, 
quoted in the " Melanges de 1814," that day was only so de- 
signated, in order to give ^^apoleon a right to call himself a 
FrenobmaB.- M^ Saigaie'e account says, he was bom on the 5th of 
February, 1768» It can hardly be credited, that a man like Na . 
poleon, who believed himself chosen by fate, could take the pains 
to Qs^ter sudi prejudices. 
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troops who were quartered in the environs of 
Dresden and on the Elbe, almost the whole of the 
imperial guards were assembled, and appeared in 
fine order, on the grand enclosure of Ostra, to be 
reviewed. The whole of the foreign and native 
military were collected on that spot; and all the 
citizens, who sought, on this occasion, if not plea- 
sure, at least a diversion from their cares, with the 
exception of those persons kept away by feelings 
arising from the vexatious obligation of providing 
quarters for the soldiers, 

If the French troops did not appear with the 
same eclat which distinguished them in 1812, at 
the time of their departure for Russia, it must at 
least be allowed, that the imperial guard, with its 
different detachments of cavalry, Polish lancers, 
Tartars, Mamelukes, chasseurs, dragoons, and 
grenadiers, exhibited a magnificent spectacle. 
Nearly 14,000 infantry were seen composed of gre* 
nadiers, chasseurs^ voltigeurs, flankers, ^c, 
forming two very extended lines. Napoleon rode 
at a gallop, followed by the King of Saxony, 
all the princes of the royal family, and an im- 
mense retinue. After having passed along the 
ranks, he made all his troops file off before him, 
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divided into very strong columnB* At noon, the 
guard bad a dinner in the new town, at tables 
purposely prepared. The rentainder of the day 
was passed in this tumultuous manner. But Na- 
poleon himself was employed at his palace, and 
did not re-appear till night. He dined with the 
royal family at ^ state table. After dinner he 
was present at the . fire- works, which were given 
in the French style, and produced but little 
effect. This spectacle appeared to be made for 
the amusement of the soldiers and the public, 
rather than to celebrate the festival of a great 
monarch's nativity. During the whole day Napo- 
leon, was extremely grave and thoughtful, every 
thing appeared rather to tire than to please him. 
The suspension of arms was approaching by de- 
grees to its termination. It was not till the latter 
days of the armistice, that some whispers were 
heard at head-quarters of its abandonment by the 
Allies. No boasting predictions were heard, no 
means for elevating the mind of the soldier, as : 
had been the former practice, were taken. Al- 
most every one apprehended that Austria had 
acceded to the coalition ; but, at last, a liope 
^ seemed to be entertained that it would be other- 
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wise. This was not the effect of fear; the French, 
soldier, accustomed to war, looked at the future 
with an eye of indifference, and could not re- 
nounce that military mode of life, so consonant 
with, his turbulent and restless character. It was 
rather the result of the ennui experienced after 
many painful campaigns, which were continually 
becoming less productive of victories and personal 
enjoyments. It was felt that this dangerous 
game must one day have an end. It was feared 
that the gi'eat Colossus of national glory might 
totter, if Austria entered the lists with her im- 
posing masses. Some reposed an unshaken con- 
fidence in the genius of Napoleon ; they flattered 
themselves to see him triumph, as he had several 
times already done, over all difficulties, and profit 
by the faults of his enemies. But the unim- 
passioned observer could not fail of remarking, 
that Buonaparte was tactically beaten, (although 
he advanced, according to his usual manner, with 
the centre), since he had exposed his two wings to 
the most formidable attacks of his adversaries. 
If Austria had not joined the Allies, the right 
wing of the French would, at least, have been 
covered, or might have had a paint d^appui^ and 
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the whole operation would have changed its front; 
although, in order to take the offensive part and ad- 
vance, powerful obstacles must have been encoun- 
tered in the combined forces of the Russians and 
Prussians, and in the spirit by which they were 
animated ; it was, besides, impossible to secure 
the means of subsistence. On all sides, every pos- 
sible preparation was exhausted. France had 
drained all her resources ; Napoleon had even 
renounced his conquests in Spain, to procure, 
with the troops he withdrew from that country, a 
more solid basis for the grand army, while Soult 
was, with the young soldiers, destined to guard 
the frontiers of France. The Allies had, on their 
side, made the greate^jt exertion to attain their 
end. Warriors called from almiost every country 
in Europe, thousands of fiery, spirits, the most, 
celebrated captains of the conciliate^ nations, 
dispositions combined with the greatest prudence, 
and mature consideration, for the direction and 
security of an immense mass ; all was ready. 

Napoleon, it appears, had^ to the last moment 

conceived a l^ope of gaining over Austria,, or at 

least of succeeding sq far, that she should not 

. act offensively,, against him. AJthough he had 
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prepared every thing that could tend to his de- 
fence, in case of a rupture, be nevertheless 
awaited with impatience decisive information 
from his ministers at Prague* 

On the 15th of August, the pretended anni- 
versary of his birth, his departure was decreed ; 
some days before, a number of saddle horses and 
relays had taken the road to Silesia, the horses 
had been put to his carriage at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, and all was ready for departure ; the 
hours passed on, and the cause of his delay could 
not be divined. Napoleon was walking with 
hasty strides in the Marcolini garden, accom- 
panied by the King of Naples, who had arrived 
eight or ten days before. It was announced to 
him, that General Narbonne had just come from 
Prague, and that he would immediately wait on 
his Majesty. ** Let him approach,'' said Buona-* 
parte in his usual cool and dry manner ; a few 
minutes after, Narbonne presented himself. The 
King of Naples withdrew. The duke of B — ~. 
was summoned ; and then^ Napoleon entered into 
a conversation with these two persons, which 
lasted nearly an hour. 

What interests were compared and weighed 
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in these important moments! If Napoleon had 
said at this time, as any man in a similar situa- 
tion would have done, who loved his fellow- 
creatures.. " I will make my birth-day, a day of 
perpetual celebration ; I will give peace to the 
world, and display at the same time an example 
of magnanimity. I will retire beyond the Rhine, 
and take an inoffensive part," — What a sequel 
of events had been attached to such ^ determina- 
tion ! 

The Duke of B received his orders by 

word of mouth, and withdrew with hi* port- 
folio ; Napoleon still remained speaking for some 
moments with the amiable N~*, whose phy- 
siognomy bespoke mildness and benevolence. 
Then the King of Naples returned. With him 
Napoleon entered his carriage, and set out to 
commence another scene of carnage. 



CHAPTER Iltl^ 

NapokofCs march mioSiksia, hu rapid ftBtmitto the 
relief of Dre^den.-^Batik of Dreads hdmtihiqf 
Moreaih — Napoleon's fruitless , attest. ^ ^nt^ 
Bohemia: his retreat upon Leinsic. , , 

While I relate the events of the period 
which comprises the most impottant part or the 
campaign in Saxony, and the primary causeV of 
the result induced by the grand struggle ot na- 
tions at the beginning of the nineteentn'century, 
I regret to have mislaid the papers wtucn would 
have enabled me to write more in detail.'*' *in ike 
mean time the reader will find the priiici^rmcts 
recorded with as scrupulous a fiaelity/ as "tibe 
preceding events niave been ; matuire consideftitibn 
and authentic documents having almost whoily^e- 
paited the loss; I make no mention of any thing 
which I have not personally seen or examine^* 

Enlightened by the reports of General Nar- 
bonne with respect to his situation with Austria, 
Napoleon, leaving Dresden, turned his^first at- 
tention to the camp at' Lilienstein. It has been 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 257 

pretended* that he took the road to Bohemia 
in order to ddoeive the spies, whom he sup- 
posed wef e in Dresden ; but that is not probable^ 
for ^journey agreed exceedingly well with the 
arrival of General Narbonne, who had returned 
frotfi Prague in the greatest haste. The fear of 
spies could not have disturbed him in the execu- 
.tion ff hiB plans ; he might have set ou^; sileatjly 
in the night. Indeed the particularity with which 
Napoleon visited the fortifications iit>out Lilien- 
stein at nine o'clock the same night, lighted onjly 
by the fires of the bivouac, proves clearly enough 
^that the circuit which was made by passing over 
the bridge of boats at Koenigsteip, related to 
some great military object, rather than to the 
position of lilienstein itself, which could form 
but a secondary one. The French had construct- 
ed a new road uppn the height called Ziegenruck, 
or, speaking more correctly, ^ey had repaired the 
old. Napoleon took this road to go frcnn Stol- 
pen to Bischofswerda. Chance ordained that 
the alterations made in the road, and the heaps of 
rubbish, should cause the equerry belonging to 
the escort to mistake his way ; the half hour lost 

* See Dresden and its Walls in 1813. 

, vbu I. s 
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by this deviation, provoked ibj^ Emperor, and ^s 
ill hui^ur iAcreased so much, that he became 
furious^ and vented his passion in abuse and 
menaces. At two o'clock in th^ morning he ar* 
lived at Bautzen, where the dinner prepared for 
the preceding day, was still on table ; he stopped 
in that town till the sevente^th at night, when 
he set out for Reichenbach. Here his active con-* 
cem for the plan of operations b^gan ; he labour- 
ed incessaoflly, couriers and officers were > des- 
patched to all points. The rupture with Austris^ 
became certain ; Caulincourt had not yet return* 
ed, but General Nsurbonne, an^thepouiier^ who bad 
s^t out after him, probably had brought soo^e 
accounts respecting the certainty of the declara- 
tion of war which appeared on the 10th itf August. 
The grand equerry did ^t join Buona|iaarte 4ill 
the following day : he met him at Goeriitz, when 
the coips of Prince Poniatowski was « on ibe 
point of penetrating into Bohemia by way of 
Zittau. . , 

During tl^emarch from Reiclienbach to Gcerlitz» 
Napoleon stppped when he came to Markersdorf^ 
and pointed out to the .King of Naples the spot 
where Durpc ^d fallen. He sent for the owner 
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of the neighbouring fana-hous^, where the Grand 
Marshal breathed his laat^ aod assigned to him the 
sum of 20»000 fr^taea*, of which 4^)00 were to be 
appropriated for a manuinent in hopour of the 
deceased, and 16i000 for the master of the house 
and his wife. The donation wa9 fulfilled the same 
night, in presence of the curate and magistrate oi 
Markeradorf; the money, was paid down before 
them, and they themaelTea were charged with 
seeing the monusnent erected^ o 

This secondary matter was expedited with all 
possible hsLste Jajftd punctoaJity, by one of the 
i^djutants and some individuals of the Sooiperor's 
household, in the mi^t of the embarrassment and 
movements at hieadnquarters. 

Although the war which was about to break out 
with Austria was hardly mentioned at. head-quar- 
ters, it was, nqltwithstending, kno^fm that the 
Russian and 'Pii«»gaaa aJUifd army had .quitted 
Silesia, taking the direction of Boheniia^ and th^t 
it was already in the neighbourhood of Munchen-- 
groetz. This movement sufficiently indicated their 
intention of penetrating into Saxony, by the defiles 
of Upper Lusatia, or other points. Napoleon, 

* About £830 sterling. 

S 9 
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probably wishing to procure himself certain mfor- 
•matibn 6h that head/ directed Ws march upon 
Bohetoia, on the side of Rombourg, Gabel; and 
Kratzau. He came in person, on the morning of 
the r9th August, from Goerlitz to Zittau, t66k a 
general View of the country, and passed in revfew 
a palrt oFthe- 8th coi^s, commanded by Prince 
Poniatowski. This prince, an excellent cftvaliy 
officer, presented to him the . newly-organized 
Polish Cossstt^s, and expressed himself ^iti ^ his 
presence with that simplicity and frankilrefiis, *^hich 
ISO adVant^^busly distinguished him ^'from inany 
other generals, To'stn intrepid conrag*' aiidex- 
treme beriifmty, tfie' add^d a great cdmplaoeisoy, 
eventowatds his inferiors, which never forsbokhittk 
iFheiioMe' carriage and military tftlents *f this 
prince, apj^ared^o hare made a deep'^uid%voor- 
able impression on Napoleon hUbself,* for be as- 
sumed a sort of open manner towrdi^ him; and-tfd- 
dressed liftn in a very different 3tyle;^thaAJi^^had 
been ever heard to use towards his othfer ifenerds. 
" How do you support your rights*' said be; ey^tig 
the Prince attentively, who> in ex^aihiagtbwiatoire 
of his position; had shewn thM it^^^s^^ well dhM^en. 
It was rather late when Napoleon; who^was not 



dt; afl ^pected. oor tfrai^ day^ foUow^d, I foay- aliqofit 
say iiwoluQtarUy, tb^,4iyiBi(^o£toQQps^i»rh^^had,, 
exirtered Bohemin by i^y of Gal^^L . Th^, F^eivdi^ 
met with little resistauccu a<td it beciMiie vf^xy easy 
forthemto^advaace beyood Qabel, to obtain such 
iafoTOiaMo»» oc^cenu&g the, aflied arpies^ ^ the 
conimoQ inhabijtaQts and igaorai^ pecisfnts oould 
afford. . 

JHaeoleQa4id not return to Zit^ ti^^doigHt, 
^jitear>haviiig.made this Uttle.^cu^o^, which had 
eyery appiearau^f pf au ex^ppiipAl^u of the^/^^file, 
or, of a, laere fjaiot At .the. saj{fte,.^ifl?ye^,,.thfi, two 
oorpSt^ whi^h .v^re Bi^rc^^i»g on ihe flauk^, ad^ 
Yaftoed:BoJMb^ th^ and J^^au,^ 

a^wi^l .^ssi.qi alwppt^ajlj^ o^ijnjppijjts .^f ^Jier 
seuu§ii)c»l^ fr<Hi^eff,,»#«hffli», Bi9l^ei^ 
laate^y bpu^fipi foww4f>y-PS^W9> w^h an 
e^^owy,. »ritho4p4^i494j'SW«^i^^ OPj^d not 
a«eiwpfc;i«?ith.iTOp»Rrtyfe to fqw^i/imT^to^^pmer 
ti»te:is^0 Jil»^.*W^tefipa?;«»C,;the; Wjupt^' .J^otjvithr 
stam^Ogi ftfi{»r#}a§Jto,the.^tf^9ien|^0< thp French 
30uraai»>, thoJigbjtajroopk^^ad ?arfjied tl^eir incur- 
sions to the iK^i^bo^riio^i^ 9f]^H^^i ^^ ^^^^t they 
were made in that direction. 
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Napoleon, as it has been remained, appeared to 
consider the attack of his enemy, elot According to 
any particular plan, or agreeably tci taetleal pfih- 
dples, but rather according t&^ self-feonfidence in 
His own ability, to overcome hiin hf takihg ad- 
vantage of his errors. He was uncertain ^hfeire 
to expect the principal attack; He apt^efll^d td 
wait at Zittau and Goerlitz, to ascertain 6n iW^ieh 
side he had mdst to apprehend. Fbrmterly aecus- 
f omed to take the offensive part, aiid to- deceive 
his enemies by manideuvres ^hitih dit^tdnished ihem, 
he now changed his bhdfecter, atid wa|bbliged id 
wait in order to discover where he hi^elf wfis to 
receive the inost serious blow, rfeady at the same 
time tWpari'y it, and on whatievet point it might fall 
to assurd liimself of the victory. Still tee was dbtiged 
to concentrate his chosen troops. He could not; 
therefore, reckon on pursuing a wiftl-grounded and 
invariable pflan of operation, beditf se on th6 posi- 
tion in whic^ he would be placed by the oflteiiiive 
attitude of his enemies, depended alHhe measures 
he would have to take in the sequel. Oti thii 
morning of the 20th, the movements suddenly 
began; Napoleon hastened to quit Zittau ; a por- 
tion of the guard, which Was marching tih that 
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side, was obliged to turn towards Ostritz, And 
direct itself towards Gcerlitz and Lauban. A part 
of the suite was despatched thither m a direct 
Iiiie»by way of Schte&berg,and it was clearly per- 
ceived that this sudden change was the conse- 
quence of the loss in the violent attacks by which 
the FcsBch, posted near Lbhn, had been repulsed 
the preceding day upbn the ^clber. Napoleon^ 
soppoiring that die principal strength of the eneniy 
was there united, conceived l^s presence to be 
very necessary upon that point. All the troops 
who were in Goerlkz and the neighbourhood, par* 
tioulady> fair guards, matched hisuBtily to Lauban* 
Between 2&ttau and Gosrlitz he learned from the 
public journals that'his ebeiny; General A^eau, 
had arrived at Beilin. Napoleon had ^already, at 
Dres^n, heard the appeanmce of this experienced 
rivid on the theatre of war mentioned f he appear-> 
ed, however, little surprised at the news, when 
the grand equerry informed him on thread of the 
artielecontained in the Gazette ccmcemingMoreau. 
Another disagreeable circumstance obliged Napo- 
leon to stop, in order to despatch several officers 
from the very hpot where he happened then to be. 
The key for the ciphers of a despatch, sent to 



96(t , cA)6iiHDN my SAKom, 

om oX hbfiUQteluils^^J keli^vib the Dilice/Of 3\ee- 

of it. fWQ^'tokea.'pi&sgeA Itii^dfiame^meeessasjlri} 
dif«c% iQfjgwoaedy tbtd iiiattar r^by^ijblnaediatt/ 
ordcub* .nXbe bmitrndt ia gu&rre wiaiEi jwteUitfiiidd 

NapolfOii^ Bet&ittj ^ aiMJ ?C aiilmoamtl ? i iMappigqttf 1 
dictated/iwalkiag badtMrardB ai]A£D(C|nrafds}:^tt»^ 
liui^oiiart^was; seated on itfae. 9C0|uiul^;j(inA i:«nDotea3> 
Iade«iC i vSi!h€tBi NapoleoB andmd i at; Glcehditis^ lie^ 
had soaix^dyl^y faJfficei8).al»)UibihiiA iiojwtatiiihttD 
coa}djtoiiM6ianyjiiHS9iqnb AHiQoebrlitiQemsew^' 
asJla3Afafta3ii/aii} iiid^ligajUBi a^dtidt^nsppeafaaditac 
be ismttlojfed dumngJ tlieN9V)bole^j^>jia^j3^ Ti» 
coi^aii%f liiMoifitdh aodrJI&ariEiciai^U tfacbfithiAiid Jilih^* 
wbic^^imffiD cttcsmipad'oearLaubaB^teoebed tedfi^ 
to adYxmce;! and Natpioleoii expeetedaai iai^klrt^' 
aateiigagementithe .next day/ rnvdMbb hiturcttU)*!^ 

He redsnaiMd wthai nij^t'Ok Iiaitbaii^:aiildi3cl^^ 
tremely-nixiqa&y oi^ be&Dg.^iofoiaDed that hexhridUb^ 
deal witk' itioflree geoerais lidl qfuenergy andx^is^' 
perience: Blucher, Kleist^ and Langeron ^oi^dio 
possibly mdfbt prevent hi»'j{uaacti&ni^^tl|ibiii4]iaf- 
shate. 1 */ 
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Oa thet2iM:ofi August be&araifcda^hrbtik, he 
hist% repafveiit <to 'li»:4teopd; ^h& were roduDg 
likcKfa.toore&t^ali^gUIie'iK^ Lcevrntkherg. 
AlisdmiatleaguesdiMaiit kmio. ih& tcywn lie distri* 
biitekiLJd»^6agl8» to tvm i^giniBnts^ ifa^ mode of 
atui}t»tkigr 'iiiem . oa the ! eve- ef <a bot^ ; tlita, 
ha«Bigqiufitedtlie.:fithy> fith^i^adMlUlii coips^ aa 
weHJa^^his gmaisd^ lie sdimiical agauviit the 
g&WDaiHi hsde^iJjJBBA namcui, tii^ar-LcswetsiMrg. 
The Gomaky^ ol Latouri-Maiiboiqrg . dkSb hsk)! 4rmve' 
uaiilviiteveiMl iof the; abtion. ^ Hi« :pluit'>v»fi to 
figbt# argeniftrBiobiitlk ; a pkasare^i iot which ihe 
barcbsdea^jbranspoited hiuw .TheiMie? \iaHtl9d lor 
lai^i. adi^mta^oyslsrixnited baerfaa^ 4h&<»IB(Aier; 
whi^h nusMnear Lcemenbeigg Nafiiileoh :al^tbe 
faead' of the ^ oentre > et^kund^-was jubie^ to ^imet^te 
i&to>^at Mialltowa withotitiamidh difficiiit|r;'^he 
adranoed widi// fefw /aittendanl^ to th&;jfi)|ilfaer- 
QKSrt^lulutes^ of ifthe eiabmii, where the bvidge ottor 
the fioiier iuud Jbeen^^estroyed ; he* iobeened' the 
8itaMiiltt#« and? aooii; caused the isappers and 
soldiers^ to * bring mateisals to coikstraot new 
bridges.;!^ >£ . . - • ^^■■ 

Scarcely had the enemy time to perceive this 
movement, when the principal sentinels were 
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Struck dowtt'by the boltsofhis artillery. Na{K>- 
leon ascended the heights on this side of the 
river, ,and advanced his graat masses in« good 
order ; but hardly had they apf>eared, when the 
general of the Allies refused to acoept a deeisive 
battle in that position. It. may now be considw- 
ed as^ertaiui that the retredt had been parudently 
deteriuined on beferehand, in the expectation 
that Napoleon wouM £^ upon that particular 
army in perscm. 

The defence of the heists oh the other side of 
the river was continued^ as long as the artillery^ 
advantageously 4>08ted could annoy the French. 
Thea the retreat whidh occasioned the loss only 
of sofiie.faunilreds of men» began wilii the g^U 
est order and. cooJness, nor oauld the French, 
boast of having made inany prisoneirs, or of 
having taken any pieces of cannon. The cool 
and tranquil spectatbr might alrmdy see thircn^h 
the plan of; the .Allies without any information 
concerning it; for every step which Niqoioleoh 
took to advance became very hazardous, when 
such a man as Field-Marahal Blucher was avoid- 
ing every uncertain chance to draw fads enemy 
into , a situation where^ he might be en*: 
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dwgfered ; and ^hife^B latter, by ^extending hin 
hue, was at the same time exposing h\6 flddks to tbls- 
great anhifes which Mrere debouching from Bdhe- 
mia and Brandebotirg.. Doubtless; if the g^at 
struggle of natiotiB had not beien terminated hf' 
membrSLbte and dedsive battles, reckbfaing fttttfr 
that liioment, Napoleon, harassed and ftttigded 
on all sides, could not long have maibtaine^ 
hiinsi^lf in exhausted Saxony, the very situatibh 
of which was besides unfavourable to hitii. De- 
prived M length of all communication with 
Prance, he could riot have rei^iist^d so iriany ob- 
slta^lfes, arid must have beheld hkdself cdui^trairi- 
ed to retreat to the Rhine. Iti the faieari time 
this diicisivie defeats df the French wMch indftced 
the denired result w^re more glorious for the 
Allies, and put a limit to the siifierings of the ex- 
l^usted districts. Napoleon appeared to have no 
suspici6h of a plari' of operation conceived with to 
much sagacity and executed with such persever-' 
since. He felt Hs vanity too ihuch flittered whtiri" 
he was able (if the expression niay be allowed) to 
drive the eneiny before him. He also experienced 
the most lively satisfaction at having that day, in 
person, repulsed the Allies and opened the cam* 
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paigBrvtpgttfa » piiece of suroeai, withott* sustaiQ-. 

He had great diiffieUity la ccoicealiiif iic^vjoy 

mheti ht'lewned by 1^ reports .of tibefoHowing- 

daf> l^t the^ rear^gaard <^« tke Bcu9siaBs<'«nl 

RuawuisMrere- pursued to Kalzbachr lauaar^'OoId^.. 

berjg) afti^ the battle, which tuolpplaoe vbofav^en 

lAuttrr^Seiffeii and^ Pilgramadiorf. He. himlself 

wi3nfc half way. to Goldbergs made his^obsesva^ 

tio^ upon tbe^enriroi^, i^d the eneimes' $o}d)ers 

who ren^ifi^ q& the field of battle, and 3poke 

with the peasants who had had sufficient cou;:;^ 

not. to tq^it their bpnxes^ opiD^erfiing afi^bly on 

i^dilTer^t sufc^j^tft*, : , t^i?. 

f H^ mj#d bek^ rendjirM eft^y with reiipejjt 

' -f'i rnoeodief ^ a slimti^e qnestioD mhith eoidd only arice^om 
his indifference for all religioiis, or from t)^ HttJf ? H^^^^Sfe^ ^ 
possessed of the fundaijiental principles of divers sects. In a 
villageof Silesia, Napoleon ^^ing a cix>68, a toiaiiioti ifliHil|^ 
qaAQ|iig^|C$iptries,a4^s^pi]a| que8tic^.al|opt^tjit)&^u^^^^ 
district ; among other things he said, " Of what faith are they'; 
Are' th^- golii Christiiiis 6r '^iuSfetahsf'' Aiif gboct tiii 
theraqfv w^a P^^uob. J^e^2i§8t ia^ed^^, maAe<^^ofift^;er»^i: 
in expressing himself; for in his speech to the protestant clergy 
of the L6# douiitries li^dis^layed irei^ liberal Sentiments. 

'l^jiriiPletrwhh^ut'fheffi subjoiiKgd, would be most 

puerile : ^t ca^iot be supposed that a man like Napoleon could be 
so ignorant as to confound the followers of Luther with Pagans. 

Ed. 
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to tJie -8uece»3 : of iBsovras^ ^ whieh had inad^ tnin 
gain ground on that side, he returaed tx> Lw«fu 
mbttgirliereiie'paBsed the^i^ > '^ 

\ In- th^ (mean tkne ^hit^ nc^B brougkf from 
Dttsdeoi {[avei htm' uneasiness: The 'gifanfd artnjr 
dft^lheriAHies, commanded by the 'Pfm<^ df 
fitrivvrartzenberg^ wa» advancing towardii l^xotty^^ 
lindriNtipoleon pei^ceived tUat he could itO& qttU; 
Dresden, which was the pivot on wiiich all'^hi^ 
Dn^B turned,' and iheeapitsd of hinally; to wiVMi 
h« '^ad pronfiised the most energ^^tito pr^t^e; 

" Oti tfc^ 23rd of August hfe r66i^dJ»t6;M»l 
shal Macdonald, Duke of TsETldiiMte; fl^^'^ddiil- 
m^d>t)f l&e* mnf Hdttiaitiitig in Sil^i!^,^ (i»^lnch 
eomprised'the 4tb, Stii, axid 41di oorptr^ 'U w&U 
as 'I3ie cavalry of Genersil Sebastian!;) and re- 
tui?af)d ^om X«ewenberg to Gkerlitz; * :< 

This msiirch frdtt Silesia to Dresdfen, iwftiiih he 
gavfttjie. troops, nipre. especially hjis gjjardai^ wae 
trndcmbfefly^' &A& tfthti mdst ^^tiv^^ of^the 
whole qampf|ipi. Tiie artill^, , infebtry f a»4 
cavaU^j 'set^^OQtiion ^th^^'^adrdfromixi^i^ecdaiteg, 
and the greater pirt had. arrilred on 'flie 26tnin 
the afternoon on the field of battle near Dresden. 
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These txoops had marched ^eajly 20 Geitnaa 
leagi^es in thrice fou^-and-twenty hpnvs, wit|xovft 
regular subsistence, and after the fatigues of pre* 
pfiding las^rchi^s ^d battles*. / 

At Gcerlitz, Pfapoleon wished to proci^^e sope 
reir€;shi;iient, at lea^t fii^i: his guards, an^ m^de a 
ceqiusitioii for twenty tl^ousand bot^es pf wme^, 
tha priee of whiph Mra9 to be paid^ but there 
could hardly l^ found enc^ugh to^i^ti^fy s^.tentb 
jMXt of his demand ; tt\e guard was o]^e^ tq be 
cpnti^d with what they eoulfl^et . 

The King of Naples was sent the same e^^jing 
to Breaden to make the |iece§sary dvi9|>sati9)is 
beforehand, for repiilsing the grand arixQf; ofthe 
Anieg; Prim:e Berthier diiipla}(^ m^ch g9i|>ety» 
and said, i^ith an air of 1j|ie grieate9t cQi^dence» 
'' Well ! we shall gain a fampju&i battk ; .we shall 
adrance on Prague ~— — on Vienna !" If tljyat 
WBre aotuaUy the plw of Buonapart^> it was 
^bangied after the limttle pf Presden^ as may be 
jtvdged from the conversation held on other oeca- 
isions, and to which we are about to advert. 

Napoleon continued his nwirch towards Dresden, 
iijL the midst of his troops;, he proceeded on the 
24t^ from G^erlitz to Bautzen; he arrived on the 
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25th, at one in the moFning, at Stolpen^ where he 
passed the whole of the day, and shewed hin:^elf 
very little. 

Hardly had the morning of the 26th begun to. 
dawn, the day of the real attack,^ on Dresden^ 
lyhen the report of cannon was h^eard in the 
villages nearest to the city on the Pima rqad. 
The army of the Allies had already advance^rupon 
this point, its right wing, under the orders of Ge- 
neral Count Wittgenstein, had dislodged Marshal 
Gouvion Saint-Gyr from Gieshubel. Napoleo 
l^ad been very uneasy the day before; and al} 
along the Bautzen road he inquired oonceming 
the cannonade that was heard more and more 
distinctly towards the frontiers of Bohepiia. He 
set off early in the morning, for it appears ^t 
the news he had received gave him n^uch djis* 
turbance relative to the situa^tiop of pre^^n. 
{le proceeded as iiatr as the place called Mordr 
gnwd, where the two roads from JDr^s^en to 
Bautssen imd Pflnitz divide. This was a fitvoux* 
9^Ie point lor observing the plain situated iit front 
on the left bank of the EU>e; Napoleon quickly 
alighted from his horse, threw a glance at th^ 
plain where the enemy's arljiUery extended from 
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Blasewilz to Striessen ; afterward* he advanced, 
crouching on his belly along the Thigh road, while 
the balls flew on one side, and the M arcoliniredoubt, 
raised on the high road to Bautzen, thretr shells on 
the other. The Prussian light infantry was al- 
ready in the great garden. At this moment 
Napoleon suddenly appeared before the royal 
palace, followed by his army, which advanced 
with the rapidity of a torrent. His arrival ex- 
cited the greatest astonishment at the court and 
in the city ; he was thought to be with his prin- 
cipal forces in Silesia. They were on the point 
of submitting to* the mandates of the allied 
powers, and of seeing the fate of the city decided, 
perhaps within her walls, if the French garrison 
had made any resistance. On the contrary, at 
this critical moment an immense army was seen 
filmg over the bridges of the Elbe, and appeared 
coming to preserve the overpowered city ; but 
it could only render her fate for some time longer 
doubtful! ^^ 

Napoleon sejit notice of his arrival to the King, 
and afterwards paid him a short visit. After hav- 
ing directed the troops on their arrival to the 
square before the bridge, towards Frederichstadt, 
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a rx^w^MtJK<;a(t<^ jONUti^icts of tb« gU)b();rl)f(jfro^ 
thejhjirfi^r of . JE^te |4^,that of Fxeybergj ,j«c^ 
9ip^fgf.j(m (qU ot «p. ^];8^1)»ck»«ciso^pi^!^f4« iQK 
tlufi g;|f^(|-«q0f3F>7 Wtd a woglef pagp ; t)^«.«^t,ftf 
die^f ,\4te remaised witl^jthe barrier,.^ ofji^ei^-t)^ 

^n^^Wi^^"<^\^^*"^^ th^i.Vglitstro^f,;*?; 
I,||1^^9^,gf J|^4j^g^8teii>;8 coips^).M4 ^fe^<U5.?4n 

l^m^pippol4i»Yal<i«':^®F«r^ot y<^t ^ ^ ^^fWfi^r 
ed, amd their quQib^ (JouJd^w.t ,l^e Jt^^?^j^ j^ 
account of the incUoed pl|^e .)5rhipl^,,t^jgi^^j|j 
formed in their r^fir, . ^ijifter tly^..i)^ii»^^,pjj^ 
noissance, on which the plan.of that a^d t^e {o^^ff-, 

ing day depended, J^f^lpW iifft^M"*^. Ifi'.^® 
palape; The ej^pectation of the event di^^j^^, 
all hearts ; in the meantime,., lJlie.^^]^^9J[i; l^oops 
kept defiling tpwai;ds thj^ 9u)>9^s, a9ji,,te)^H- vp- 
their ground in close columna aj; e^ch outlet : , 
At the end of about three hoop a sinar:t ciM^nqn-, 

VOL. I. T 
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ade began on the h^ghte which surromid Dresden 
16 Ihe^ibtm of a seinicirciej from Recknitz and 
Z8dieniit2, towards Dippoldisw^lde* General 
!Wittg^eti8l9in^& force was too weak, to enable him 
to take possession aWne of such an important 
pcdnti» He conceived Ive ought to await the arrivid 
of the grand army, which was commanded by. the 
Prince of Schwartzenfoerg^ and in which were the 
Allied Soywei^s and Moreau^ in.ord^r to. take 
.Dresden by assanlt. If the city had been neripusly 
attacke^d a day,; or but half a^ day^ s<K)ner^ it must 
hate falJten^ and die w%ir would have t^dDen^anotker 
l&tmu Yet Provideace pft^n allows of di^cultiea 
Ittdlanlts, in ciTdet to mature tlie grand catas- 
ti^oph^ whicH;^ welfepa of nations requires. The 
bad t^^ays tiild c^etunti^watd accidents^ prevented 
the numerous a^94 aiwii^s from appi'oadiing the 
environs of Of etodtn^l^^re !Napoleonbad anive4 
titei^ wi19i the clbwen tre^ 

Huge lisasies <tf %ht«ig tpen dep]k^ed i]^n the 
h^gfhte, iand soi ^almost kiwiineml^^afliUe^^ 
petualty ccfidi^ii^ to i^vaaiee i^ awful tloBidiei; 
Fi^mPlailitt toRcMBfcttitx wete ««^, .pen^ioqpd^ a 
hundred pi^es 6l brdnmfCe, ranged in the iscnt 
line, 'Vt^iich kept up a conlinual fire on the c^ty ; a 
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number of shells f^l in the streets abd squares* 
Dresden wa^ surrounded on U\l sides of the old 
town. * Th6 Russians^ since ^nckm^ had even pos- 
sessed thefnsdves of LcsSMolM ^tid Kdtta; and the 
buildings, called '' the slk>emttker's housefs/' near 
Priiissnitz; aAd that Very evening the grand ope- 
ration wa6 td"have beefi <^on8uniinated. About 
six o'clock, the Allies, by favour of the ground, ad- 
vanced with determined courage, from the quarter 
of the gfeat garden, and against the great redoubt 
thrown up before the garden of Mocsinsky, while 
the bombardment of the city still continued. This 
redoubt Was twice carried by the brave Austrian 
light infantry, but the French, issuing from the 
garden, as often retook it. In ihe meantime, 
almost the whole garrisoii^ df antytfaer jredobbt, 
whidi was near tftte i^lcon bahrieri were sacri^ 
ficed to the rninderouB iSfe of #eteral batteries 
and tiraiDeurs> Who .w'ere* posted in the ^little 
country il^imt^J Th^ balls felt like hai|i:4|)on 
ail th)6 0tftl«ts <lf file stlburbi»-i^d heights m^ the 

* As nearly as 1 could learh^ there were in this r^ddubt a ^« 
men of 13§ jp[ieis^irith UI»kh,Jdl. 0h{it^ of Stam e^gimers ; 
of thes(3 abo^ f<^):.£uraye^. unhurf* . In the redoubt, near the 
garden of MocginskV, or Georges, the dead were hjp^aped one 
npondieotber.' " . .: ^i^ ,: ; : t .^*... .,. . 

T S . 
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road leading to Freyberg ; the villages were as- 
sailed with the same vigour, and the suburbs frooi 
which the French wer« about to attack. 

The scene was changed at night-fall, by the 
arrival pf the immense masses which Buona- 
parte had drawn since five o'clock, from Fre- 
d^erichstadt and the barriers of Bamm, Pilnitz, 
aad Pirna, to attack the flanks of the Allies. This 
formidable resistance, actuated by the genius and 
di^posmons of Kapoleon, was unexpected ; and,, 
as, on like occasions, disappointment acts upon 
th^ mind, augmenting the difficulty of the attempt^ 
in proportion to its expected facility, so the re- 
sistance of Napoleon, which was conceived to be, 
invij^cible, combined with a sentiment of pity for 
theppor city, of Dresden (which would have been, 
sacrificed to the fury of the soldiers, and consiigned 
to a tptal destruction, unprpductive of any decisivp, 
result,) determined the resolutipn of abandpning;.^ 
the struggle. 

Napoleon had mounted his,borpe three J^ur^; 
and a half before, when the attack on DrefifdqUv 
had \>een announced tp him, to repi^ir to tbe,plape ^ 
^hich he had just chosen, near the bri^;e bcjfofi^v 
the royat palace, for all depended on di^tri^i^ng^ 
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the columns judiciously as they came up. Some 
of the troops defied at the same lime over the 
bridge of boats, but all the principal corps passed 
before him, with their artillery. By help of the 
observations he had made, and the happy talent 
he possessed of calculating, at a single glan6e,'the 
strength of large armies, as well as the time and 
space necessary for their manoeuvres, he had been 
prepared, since the morning, for the attack with 
which he was threatened. From the point ^ where 
he was, and according to the few reports he had 
received, he directed the necessary means for re- 
pulsing the enemy. About six o'clock, the right 
wing had possessed itself of the villages of Kottau 
and Loebdau. Napoleon, full of uneasiness, sent 
several times to inquire if the artillery of the re- 
serve had arrived upon that point. At last he was 
informed of the progress his troops had just made, 
and exclaimed, in a tone of satisfaction, "The 
" village is ours — they retreat;" and this nearly at 
the same time when the attack against the two 
redoubts we have mentioned was repulsed. Ne- 
vertheless, an obstinate cannonade was kept up. 
The French gained ground but by degrees, and 
the approach of night alone prevented still more 
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sanguinary scenes. The poBition of the hjeight^ 
afforded great advantage to the Allies. On the 
left wing, towards Pima^ the bivouac of the French 
was the following night established close to the 
city> but they had occupied the great garden. 
The right wing had advanced^ little as it n^ght be, 
towards the Freyberg road. The King of Naples 
had posted his cavalry in columps, well closed: u{>, 
near Frederickstadt. The centre had taken a 
position l^efore tt|e formers of the suburbs towards 
DippQldiswalde. 

TMck clouds veiled the horizon, torrents of rain 
fell during tUe night, and the following day. Na- 
poleon traversed on horsebackyby the light of the 
watch-fireS) the points of s^ttack on the left ynng, 
fr<Hntbe EIb6 to the barrier of Dohna, and ar- 
rived *t the palace veiy l^e. 

The horror inspiped by the past, and anXii^ty 
CQKfceming events momeiitarily ^expeeted^ ^*- 
tated the minds &i th§ uHifortiinatie inh^itaiits, 
and the most melaHcboly prospects pressed 
themselves to their imagipatioi^. The fi%ht 
elapsed in dreadiul clamour, the streets were 
illed^ with powder waggons; a tutelary get^us 
preserved the city from the fate of Ek^nacfa* 
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On the 27th of August, at six in the morning. 
Napoleon mounted his horse^ bxA proceeded to 
the Falcon bander, noar the redoubt^ .^iehrlmd 
been attacked the tlay before with so oMeh yio- 
lence. From the newly-^tuibed eafth were^ pro- 
truded the legs and arms of the dead, whohnd 
been hastily interred. A large fise was Ughted, 
and Napoleon remained hj it, till sifter deven 
o'clock, making^ his obsenrations, and cdnvorsing 
with Berthier, as usual. The grei^w pant of the 
guard was formed in column to the righl amd 
left in his rear. The cavalry soldiers weire near 
their horses. He seen^ waiting for theifto^ 
tions of the en^my. Iniheintervalthe eannoiiade 
began about s^en o'dock, proceeding from the 
ceasktKy and was feebly maintained^ advancing by 
degrees. Nor could miK^ progress be made, 
ficMP tk^. Alliea were masters of ; the eomiiiand. 
ingeminenees, from Platen to Strehla* Never- 
ibeless, the right . mng advanced towards the 
Freyberg road; ii had' set out from ' Frederick- 
, stodt after ejigbt o'clock, passing slpwly l^rough 
Kotta and Lodbdau. The rain, which fell in tpr- 
Mm0»» pmvanted the AUies :ficom^{>erceiv9ig this 
dangerous ndiyer$M>n^ .whi<^ out off their com- 
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muBicatioQ with the troops intended to cover 
the Frey berg road ; among which. Metzko s di vi- 
sion of Austriafl^ was takeai. When Napoleon 
was convinced, by the brisk cannonade^ that his 
right wing was successfully advancing, he re- 
paired, in person, to the left wing, in order to 
direct the attack on that side ; but first he tnought 
fit to clear his way, by advancing on the Strehla 
4ide; crossing the grove of the great garden, 
wliich was occupied by a brigade of infantry, he 
prcK^eeded towards a small eminence, just be- 
hind the village, of Strehla*. This height was 
completely within reach of the enemies' guns, 
pktnted near Zchernitz : the movement took place 
after noon« It appeared that the Allies had enter- 
tained the design of retaking that post, and ad- 
vancing ; for hardly had Napoleon quitted it, and 
withdrawn from the great garden reinforceitents ~ 
of artillery and in&ntry, when the enemy s balls 
reached the plain between Strehla and the 
meadow: two regiments of cavalcy were sent 
thither; Napoleon could not rashly hazftrd his 

* At the time when Napoleon stopped, for some minutes^ . 
aear a barricade of wag'g({ns, a cannon ball fefl close by him, ttid 
entered the gpround without pccaskming any reQ|arkftb)e jclama^. : 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 2j51 

fortune on the left wing ; the nature of the ground 
prei^nted great adfaiitages to the enemy's ca- 
valry » which had formed in considerable num* 
bers: Marshal Mortier was, therefinre, still eii« 
abkdto advance on the Pima road, only by tafc^ 
ing advantage of the cover afforded him by these 
villageii,* rand ^t that moment he was at Sfatmtz. 
Whoevier ! is aoquaiuted with the art of war^ 
knows iiow difficult il must have been to deploy 
so large a mass, the strength of which. was not 
isuperior in proportion to the enemy, successively » 
in jbrm of a fan, and to bear upon his flanks* 
Nevertheless, according to a superficial caleula* 
tiQQ, as accurate as the circumstances would allow, 
I do not believe that Napoleon's army was stropger 
than tbat of the Allies. He had about 200^090 
TOem in this battle ; I was unacquainted with.th^ 
strength of the enemy* But if^ in the aggregate, 
itexceededthatof the French army, it must not 
be forgotten, first, that the wholes plan of thf^. 
Allies was destroyed by the arrival of Napoleon's 
grajad army; and that the boldness with which, 
he executed his sortie^ reduced them from the 
ofp^sive to tl^e defensive; it then became neces- 
saiy to ibrm^ another plan, in order to act' with ^ 
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concentrated forces on a Very extended and inter- 
sected ground. This plan was attended with a 
cloud of difficulties, even if reinforcements cduld 
have been sent in all directions, taken from tte 
centre. 

Sec<»idly, when ^ attack is made aft^r afixed 
plan^ and when the manoMvres relating to it are 
from different centres, stormy and f ainy weather 
is an important advantage ; it is, lioweverj very 
disadvantageous to the party atta<?ked, by de- 
priving him of the means of making dorrect ob^ 
servations. Colttmns or batteries may ^ moa^ 
easily cover tlie movements and themardi tsiJSne 
assailants. The body attadced is surprised, 
which happened in this action. 

In the third place, the Allies could n^, -at the 
moment, ascertaih the extent of Napoleon's 
disposeable force, nor knoNKr if >he hdd $^* 
gether given up Silesia, and if ^e^vrhs^le of his 
army were on the mardi. If they itophlsed hitti, 
themselves sustaming consideiiaBle ^ toss; iiien 
Dresden wouM be left him BB^p(dnt4*appui,ma, 
source whence he might derive supphea ' and 
proviBi(ms> whilst the badness <>f the itoad» made 
the transportation of their snppliss iii^possi)^; 
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thus the provisionmg of so large an army became 
impracticable^ 

! Lastly^ I take no notice of the death of Moreau, 
i^ie teurdy arrival pf Klenau, (it is asserted that 
this last circumstance tiiraed the scale.) If a 
•leader like Mweau* had so great an influence as 
has been bette^od, on the projeded enterprises, 
on0 need not -be. surprised that his death, at the 
moment in question, induced a change in the 
orign^ plw, which emanated from him. 

Considering fill these important circumstances, 
it vrill be se^st that courage alone could not de- 
tMe the ifofftune of l^e day, nor must we be aur- 
prised, if the dear-sighted Prince of Schwartzen- 
berg advised the Altied Monarchs to retreat^ as 
the undertaking against Dresden had failed. 

The diviskm of lievtenantJPield-Marshal Metas^ 
ko, which had fimned the advanced guard of 
iQenau a oorps» waa attacked between two and 
thisee a'dc^ in the afternocw, neai: Rossthal^ by 
ihe cavalry of the King of Maples, and particu- 
larly by the. Saxon^ cuirassiers, and the French 
Hght oavairy, wlio succeeded in breaking and dis^ 
liersiag the eneaiy^^ squares^ the French in&ntry 
Ulao q^pUired bqbk iiafetalianA. The success of 
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this action is principaUy attrUmted to the Saxon 
cuirassiers of Zastrow. The Austrians were ex^ 
hausted ; their communications were cut off with 
the rest of the army, and the rain bad rendered 
their muskets unserviceable. 

This was one of l^e principal ^ooseiquenoes of 
the battle, for the Frenbh army made 16 or 20,000 
prisonei's, almost all Austrians,.took ten pieces of 
cannon, and some colours. A secondary tesaW 
was, the retreat of the whole allied army, which 
re-entered Bohemia. Napoleon expected it, and 
was informed of both these advantages about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when the cannonade of 
the centre had ceased, and Idie King of Naf^es 
had apprized him of llie success of his corps. 
Napoleon, at this moment^ exhibited as perfect a 
^alm as if he had been pla3ring a game at ofaess, 
near the fire of his bivouac ; but he sent, withcAit- 
delay, an order to Greneral Vandamme to advance 
from the environs of Koenigstein; towsirda Bo* 
hernia. Nothing, indeed, can be conceived more - 
easy than the manner in which Napoleon gained^ 
this battle, as its success depended but ^n-^ the ' 
combination of the movemtots, the effect of the 
cannon, and of some untoward aecidenjte. He 



IN THE YEAR 1813. ^ 98ff 

experieziGed no inoonreni^ce bat from the rain, 
which drenched liim aad all his people ; and^ ex- 
cept during his excufsioD towards Pinia> through 
Strebla, he did not quit the place, where he re- 
mained much at his ease, near the ^re of the 
biyouRC. He was taking his breakfiust, with Ber- 
thier, and appeared to be doing every thing with 
a negligent air. When Iieutenant-Fiield<*Marsbal 
Sietsko/Who was wounded^ was brought to him, 
he immediately ordered him to be seated, and that 
his wounds should be dressed. Looking on the 
operations of the day as finished, he called for his 
horse ; tine rain was dripping from the sleeves of 
hkigrey Ci^)oi€, and the flap of his hat was hang- 
ing down upon the nape of his neck. Thus marched 
tbeberoof the battle, who spread terror in his steps, 
accompanied by his staff, in the midst *of the accla- 
mfttions and plaudits of the troops^ who pressed 
around him on all sides. Thus jogging along like 
a butchec^^ad was his custom, he entered tike- 
ca&tle about six o'clock ; there he found, to satisfy 
hi^ wants^ sevforal tlungs which his own troops 
and those of the enemy, who had both suffsred so 
mi^^h, were pbligBd to dispeni?e with. What must 
hajH been the 9t9;t6 of. ^e prisoners and wounded ?i > 
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The loss of the French may be estimated at 
8 or 10,000 men killed and wounded ♦. 

The next morning, Napoleon repaired early to 
the Mme spot on which he had past the greater 
part of the preceding day. The allied army conti- 
aned ita retreat by the road over the monntains, dnr^ 
ing the night, iii the direction of Bohemia, thrdugh 
Dippoldiswalde and Altenberg. Nothing of it could 
be descried but the cavalry of the rear-gnardi <m 
tiie heights between Recknitzand Plauen. Napofetm 
foHowed it in the same direction, stopped dufmg 
sometime, and made very attentive observations 
from a small height near Recknitz^ he directed one 
of hi^ orderly officers, who was an en^neer,' tocal^ 
culate, at a glance, the distance from tha^ spot t^ 

* I have designedly refrained from entering into the particxi- 
,larg concerning the disposition of the troops in this battle, OT 
which very long, a&d aearly fekhfuJL, dosci^tiDiifl bive betip 
published. These pages being intended only as authei^tic mar 
terialSy I have confined myself to those principal, or even colla- 
teral circ^iMstances, wlikfa others had xk(S^BXk oyj^j^k^^ oif 
knowing with the same precision as myi^elf, • without recj^^ingp 
to relations already allowed to be accurate. Necessity alone, 
aii4 the' corresponding relation of some cifcnmstdnces, "have 
oUiged me,, in Bome instances, to^tepait fipiit . yn^ ioAtnt^^ 
which is to relate what I have seen With my own eyes, allowing 
myself occasionally some digressions/ which are more properly 
tbe.f»«oviiioeof^oomplelehiBtoriaii* > 
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the garden of Moc^^i^ky* It was about 3»000 feet. 
Tlus was tbeispofe which bad most probably been 
pouitod out to hirn. as that inhere M^reau had been 
struck by a baU» fired from ^ redpubt near the 
garden. A pea^nti who had brought to Dresden 
the dog whofse ooUar was iosciihed with the name 
of MoreaUi.r^^eived soi»e pieces of gQl4- 

From that ffppt, Bupnaparte followed his ad- 
vanced gu^rd as far as the height towards Kaiditz; 
and w^hen aey^iral pjnaoners were brought hifn» who 
c^fi^plaiu^ of the privations they had endured dnr* 
ipg the latter day«(» he said to his generals^ in an 
irpnicaiNmwuer^ that after so many preparations 
made agiunat him^ the last thing thought of had 
)bt0^' the .establi&hment of magazines, and similar 
arrangements; that/in the mean time, the enemy's 
troops had Cound nothing for their support He 
gave up to his cavalry the ta^k of opntinuing the 
pursuit of the enemy, mounted his horse, returned 
hack aecojis the plain^ whic^ w^ cover'ed with 
detd horses, - bre^fosted sparingly near the fire 
of the bivi(Mi{ie».and went towards Leubnitz. H«tv« 
iug octacentraled the cavalry of his guard, he 
threatened the rear-guard of the enemy, nearNick- 
era» as well as s^ar Fcohtis Md lifieder-^Sedlftz; 
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but the AUieift followed their%iiiaib-afmy wMraucii 
coolnesg atid precaution'by diflfeMitt ways, .along 
the route to MaxeQ« The Cosswtoka stiU cev^ced 
the heighto of ^uga and Gross^Sedlitz, when 
Napoleon arrived between ooeaiid twoio^ddck, 
on the great road neajr Sporwitz and l/bageiBi*lie 
went as far as the enviroias of the town ^;9ifaia, 
aeated hjimaelf on a cattp-45tool> whieh;was«broQght 
him, and caused a relation to be g^e^Mm^ by 
some inhabitants of xJbie city dJid:it»^enidrriM»' con- 
cerning all he had himself leaAibd^vTOspe9dtifag>;the 
different oocrurrenees. The Prince 4i£ Wp^fo^efg 
had engaged iu the miiriiiBig nvitiiMOtoeral xli^-. 
damme, and made aa able ititreai, psobabfy^tedi^ 
ing the direction of Tceplitz^ by > diOv/loilreD iraad, 
over the mouhtain,'€ieyetfeber|ir. ^ - :xt»,»i?t 
V Napoleon then thoughtall was oveh ; Vandattime 
penetrated into Bohemia, onthe;8idefof' Pttei^^^ 
walde ; the King of Naples did the dameby Erey^ 
berg and Frauenstein; other corpa fottdWEfid ihe' 
Allies on the road to Dippoldtdwalde ,^ oas 'tlLe> 
whole of the allied troops had'retii^ tMv&iida>the * 
central bye roads, in the dire«^n of^ Maxea;> 
^c.y while their corps d*armde coyved ..nil thei 
main, roads. Napoleob^ qmtevitompose4y > a£ber^ 
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havJoQtgstdppeiian hour, and receiveddiverB i^fiorts, 
aaidto Goant Lobau, *^ Well, I see nothingmore ^ 
'* order tlie old guard to return to Dresden ; the 
" young guard will remain here in biyouac." 

He called for his carriage, got in, and returned 
to Dresden^ very gaily, and with the greatest tran- 
quiliit!^,mthout dreaming that that very confidence 
would fiinish bis adversaries with the means' of 
annihilating oi>e of the principal French armies. 
If Nap^uabad continued his march on that day, 
he doubtless would Jiave arrived by the next at 
the prindpfil defile^ near Peterswalde and Nol- 
leaodSxfi and have found him^lf in the rear of 
Kleist'a corps. But tius gfeneval; turned off by the 
lowsn; road which crosses Oeyersberg, debouchfing 
by Breitenau and JPurstenwaMe, descending by 
the 'higk road of Peterswalde, and comp^jetely 
cut offTandarame's corps from Saxcmy ; this body 
was almost entirely destroyed in the actions of the 
2ath and 30th of August, in the neighbourhood of 
Gidmi^by the valour aiwl combined efforts of all 
the allied armies; which had united in Bohemia. 
More than seventy pieces of cannon were 4ost{ 
and of an amy^ eondisting of 30,000 men; hardly 
a third part, a^4ke end>of four or five days,' sue^ 

VOL. I. u 
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ceeded ia vjoining the troops oa the iMnteer of 
Bohemia. The corps of Kleist^eirtioffftheirrotieat, 
so that they were obliged to ewape as stragglers 
in the woods aiidi mountdins. 
, The suddea .resolution taken by iSfapoleon to 
return to Dresden iwas attended with ittcaleulable 
caEise<][uences, stt ledst with regard to the events 
which immediately succeeded. The loss which 
the army had just experienced was ke{}t, in the 
usual way, as secret as possible at the head* 
quarters. But when the first news of the de- 
litmction of Vandammei s corps were received; 
those about Napoleon could not conceal their em- 
birr^^ssment, and the profouoid impression fnade 
at the siame time by the accounts received from 
Silesia. The cabinet of Napoleon kiitnediatdy 
laid the blame upon A?^atidamme, who, thr^ogh an 
excessive ;<i!esire to distinguish himself; had ad-^ 
vanced imprudently lAto Bohemia; * It was 'main- 
tained Uhat he should only have occupied the 
defiles, without hazardiug himself tdo far; Oil 
this occasion it was uiiderstood ^ thfit as so^on ^ 
¥andamtoe should have covered SMficony oil 
tjiat iside, and while the Duke of Tarentuna was 
watching Silesia, U was* the ihtttitibn 6fHap6feoA 
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to hKv^e aaa^nUed the chosen ^ody of his troops, 

and to Jiave advnnoed upon Beiiin. This pM 

conceived for the destruction of the Prussian 

nionarchy was not badly icalculat^d ; for by tliese 

means the very coii&dd line of opeWitions might 

haVe been extended, atod feavoust, who was at 

Hamburg, might havg advanced to join the other 

divisions of the Fi^cinch army. These projects 

were defeated by the overthrow of both generals. 

field Marshal Blucher, reaped, on the 26th of 

August; the most gloHous of Ms laurels at Wahl- 

isitadt.near Katabaeh, and so completely defe^ited 

Mairahal Macdonald^ diat pressed by the enemy 

and bad weather, he was obliged to retreat fo« 

vwarda Ltisatia after having lost more than a 

hundred guns. On' all sides prompt assistance 

became necessary. Instead of marching upOh 

Berlin, Napoleon now confided to Key, one of 

4h6>mo8tfdetermined and valiant ofhis generals, 

the command of the army, which was advancing 

against the Crown Prince of Sweden. Ney 

bMtUymardied towards Wittenberg; but he was 

^Mrarted/ a^ is w^U known, on the 6th of Sep- 

jtember.near Deiiinewitz, by the valour of Bulow 

^Mid .:the:/Orown Prisaqsi ^ ^a^leon liimsetf was 

u s 
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obUged to employ aH his force to pretent th* 
army bf 'Silesia fibm advaiicmg, but' bfefore he 
began that enteiprise, he occupied himself fitom 
the 29th of August to the 2nd of Septembei^in 
the re-organization of a new corps d'&rmie by 
smiting the remainder of Vandamme, and St. 
Cyr's corps. This new corps was intend^ to 
penetrate again on the «ide of Petevswalde under 
the orders of Count Lobau, in order to secure 
the entratice into Bohemia. He several times 
pasis^d in review the wrecks of the discomfited 
>corps> and applied himself to giving them consist- 
ency. He famished Lobau's with a nfew train of 
artillery, taken from the other corps, aiid even 
formed some neW regiments of those Poles' who 
were found among tiie Austrian prisoneris*^ The 
works about Dresden were prosecuted wiA the 
greatest activity. 

In the mean time Blucher's army continued t^ 
advance with confidence. The soldiers of Mac- 
donald's, scattered in every direcfioti, were creep- 
ing, dispirited, faihished^ disarmed; wounded and 
in rags, into the environs of Dresden, where they 
arrived by circuitous ways. It' was time that 
Napoleon should enter upon some undertaking 
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which might put an end to the disorder^ He 
quitted Drefiden <m the Srd of September at night, 
butihe^ weqt no farther than Kar^ha 9«d Btschofs^ 
werda ; thenost momiiig he proceeded to Baat^ 
9eai. A number of foot soldiers with pallid 
]pokB| beloaging to divers disarmed corps and 
regiments/ came to meet him. He concealed his . 
vexation. The troops were immediately drawn 
.i4> near the road: waggons laden with cheats 
arrived: the soldiers thought they Wiere filled 
with.hisciiit, but instead of giving refreshment 
to these, famished men, fresh muskets were dis^- 
tributed among them. Fsirther om, l<I^aj^oleon saw 
the wjrecks of a grand convoy of ammunition 
which the Cossacks had blown up on. the preced- 
ing day.M He fell. into a deep reverie, and quitted 
Baut2;en iflk the space of half an hour. He re- 
paired on horseback to the Lobau road, accom* 
p^M3^d.«Uy,]^ai;shal Macd<^a^^ adv^c^d as far 
as.Hocb^rch, near Steindgerfel, where be deter- 
jsm^A o»,hip pla». On this spot and on oiiie of 
tihe nsigbbpuri{ig> bights, ; Seb^stiani and a di* 
^ vision p^ his c^vabry met with ^m^h a. disagree- 
: ,sble. .:rpception4 I i^aye already mentiqn^ . the 
^»Mliii§IWic^, yhfrtfVo.moftntwcalMiStrs^^ 
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b6rg and VohlMlrberg, situated beyond Hoch** 
kirch, known by the biLttle of tbfit name in tke 
seven yeairs' war, Wtere occupied by the iUlieft. 
A strong column of their troops made a feint <» 
the Gceflitz roadi to penetrate. Aa far to Bant^ 
ten. The Kkig of Naplbs advanced to mleef 
Atih, tod obliged theni to retreat. .The Pros- 
sians must hdve perceived that the force of the 
French had augmented; they codd not» moreover, 
be ignorant that Nkpoleon in person had retani>» 
ed to the army. They eontenied dieniieities 
with abandoning the mountain of Yoblaerbetg^ at 
the s(pprod,ch of night, af^er a powerful rifecrfstande, 
fitnd after their (irtSlery, advantageously posted, 
had occasioned the Frendi Sofme IbirfB, v^ho pe- 
netrated with their Qoldtans oh the Lobat road. 
The Prussleui^ ffiadfe thfeif tetreal on tte tW6 
n>ads towards Croerlits; prln<:;ipally iii tbe dtrc^^ 
tion of Lobati and H^rrnhiit. The mo^htain^^ 
covered With woods situated along the BoheMiftti^ 
frontier, enabled the light troops dfthfe Allien to 
prevent the French from adt&ncing but with the 
greatest precaution. 

It was Useless to hate i^egain^d atiy grounds 
and from ihut day Napdleon seemed to Entertain 
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a sitspidofi of a combkDed plaii on thii pari of the 
AUteiiv is^eing that tUieyi. withdraw whenever he 
wished to come- to a decisive action, and aban- 
doned the most advantageousc positions to hkn. 
On the fellowiBg: day he exhibited a great deal of 
ill hnmonr j His suspicions increiased, in propor- 
tion as his adiranoe led :to nothing but v^xatiouft 
results. He had .passed th^ night in the. parish 
of Hoohkirdsi^i where some borningt faurms! af- 
forded Ugibt Cbr the deptedatioas of the sol|diers, 
who w^re ruuftifig^ to the fires of the bivouac, with 
the erotam taken from the chweh-yajtd, Buona- 
parte, over^^hned with, fatjgile^ came, on his 
way» to a deserted ^m, sat down upon some 
6traw» and isibandoned himself to a most melan- 
choly ai|d pfofiiohd reverie. No noise of pannon, 
no movement indicated an approaching batde, al^l 
was quiisft around him. Hisi numerous troops 
continued to advance without end or design; at 
most> they were oi^ly engaged ^th some regi- 
ments of Cossacks, which, scattered through the 
enVirons to cover the retreat of their army, had 
destroyed all the small bridges bvei: the rivulets. 
Field-mar9hal Blucher had shunned him as at 
Lcewenberg. The illusion, which had made him 
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believe in the flight of the enemy, vanished by 
degrees* to give place to the reflection, that tfa^r 
eondac^ with respect to him, wm but a system 
adq)ted to harass Um, inasmuch as it tifas in 
their power to lead him where th^ chose. 

When Napoleon Mt oflp from Hoehkireh, on th^ 
morning of the 5th of September, he first as- 
cended the Vohlaerberg, and observed the posi- 
tion that the Russian and Prussian troops had 
occupied on: the preceding day; he caused his 
troops to advance by way of Glossen* towards 
Reiehenbach, while another coluion manned for 
Lobau. That place was occupied by tiie efteiby 
till the afternoon. Nothing serious oceun^dbut 
a charge of cavalry; near Reichenbach, in which 
$ome priscmers were made: Accofding to tte 
account given by these; the army of ^Blunsher, 
about 60,000 strong, was eommanded by Gene- 
rals Sacken, Yorck^ and Langeron. 

Altbmgh Napoleon's army were superior, ra- 

; ther than inferior, in strength, it was risking too 

much to. advance to any fartha* distance <irom 

: Dresden. Field-^Marshal Blucfaer ^appeared' to 

avoid him designedly, whilst the grand army> 

vwiidep the orders of Schwartzenberg;^again threat- 
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ened the capital of Saxony. Moreover, every 
day gave birth to neW difficulties in Upper Lu- 
aatia; that province was entirely exhausted, 
haying been treated in a more hoatile mannertfaan 
even in the last retreat of the AUies, who had 
<Kmsumed ahnost every thing, and carried off or 
destroyed the re«t. The cavalry above all found 
notiheinntUent resources in that <|uarter. Buona- 
parte bad no better step to take, than to with- 
draw , in all haste, after having advanced some 
troops as &r as GkBrlitz^ This retreht took- place, 
as usual, without previous notice, suid in theniiddle 
ofthec^ht. 

In Mtifing'to Dresden, J^apoleon received, on 
the morning of the 7di, at Stolpen, some ac- 
count of the fruitless attempt of Ney to advance 
upon Berlin ; this was the fore^nmner of the bad 
news, which informed him that the triumvirate 
of his marshals had been beaten. How many 
misfortunes in so short a space of time! all 
the aides of his tactical defence were battered 
in breach. In so critical a situation, the smallest 
point iappui was of great importance. He again 
attentively observed the castle and environs of 
Stolpen, the defence of which, combining with 
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Libeastein, a&d the.roacbi which ksad to Bofaemiib 
then appeared to him of aoo^ cofis^^uence. 
Neiverth^fls, other, circmnataiice^ prevented the 
French fr4^0i maU^tawiiig the4)«dy98 w. that po- 
siljion, bad he r^turtied the sam^ 4«y tp Dresden. 

The allied army, which ww in Bohemiai and 
had pushed Wittgenstein s corps on the road to 
Bcesd0ti, had lately, for aome days, taken pos* 
sesaion of the defiles of Gies&^nbel, and advanced 
by way of ZehiBt and Dc^na. 

Rrom the ateeples of Dresden the smoke of the 
artiUery might be seen in that direqtioci ; rn^ver^ 
theless, the city was tolerably quiet, dome lil^ete 
wavering with uncertainty, others h^d . l^oome 
in some degree ioseasible, since the jdarin w|th 
which the late events had inspired them, . O^-.ttie 
Sth» at noon, Napoleon appeared on t\orsel^q]^ 
on the Piroa road» near the inn, flailed 4^ J^^ 
and proceeded at a slow pfLce,as if he wefe gqing 
to make a ncMfwi^ance. The ene^my. had occu- 
pied the heights of Gross Sedlitz, and the little 
town of Dohn^ The ef^gageqient had 9^re^dy 
begun; Napole9n halted near the alley of popr. 
lars» at rGramig:i he caused Dohna to be carried, 
sent forward some columns to attack the summits 
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of the neighbouring^ heighto, and the braW of the 
hill, near Kfein-Sedlitz. At the moment when 
the mo»t elev'ated point bad been (^tfried by the 
French, the Russian artillery and (iavahry besit d 
retreat ; the yiNage of Mngeln, and a part of the 
town of dohna, were in ^mes, and the last 
houses in the latter were still warmly contested. 
The Russians were driven from Gross Se^it^ 
but they dreW up again near Zehist and Pi^n, ' 
and on the bye road, which leads te Bohemia, 
near Bornk, where that to Pima ctrbes out l%e 
darkness of the night put an end to tht action. 
Napoleoii bivouacked his troops, ind. transported 
his h^ad-cftiarters to Dohna. 

The engagement, the alternate march of the 
troops, th^ fire "lirfaich had broken out in Hbe bo- 
som of that little to wti, had made that day 9ne 
of terrot for the inhabitants. The la*oops, who 
withdrew, had also de*ra8tated the neigfabeiir- 
hood, thfe h<*rroi»s of war exhausted the comtirjr 
more atid more; the contittiiil march of the arofiy 
was the signal fot utter* ruin: for it might be 
seen, even at Mb place, that the army of the 
AlKes avoided all decisive engagements, and the 
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gradual vifle of the opposite «iouiitaiii;«ft«rded it 
exoelleat opportunilies Son akilfoMy^ 4«fei>4i^g 
each step during the retreat, and for ohs^viug 
^e motionS'Of the- enemy that pursued (hem.) 

' The camp of the advahced gusrd of ' thf ewmay 
liras^ on. the mmriiitig of the 9th of $feptem]iei;> 
between Zehist and Cotta. ThisiCiofpSf ^t^l^t 
3 'or ' 10,000 'men, appeared to .remain^ tSei;^ in 
order to draw Napoleon into Bohemia.^. The 
amatter corps, which withdrew fay BoriM^ tori^<9p- 
ptrsdorf Mid Bergersdoi^f, had also theiappeaf- 
anoe of faeing placed there to tempt hinir to i the 
undKNrtaking. Buonaparte 8tc^[>ped for 9 Jong tp^ie 
on the h^l^t of Boma, to observe, th^ic.iiired- 
'lion; ^nd asi the enemy would not engage^ re- 
paired, about fire o'clock, to the castle of: (ippr 
st»dt> to psuss thenighti.^ This anAient buitdiag, 
seated on a steep rock which cidtaiiiiaiids. fi^ar- 
row valley, interspersed with littlfehcnMly^d^^ 
%ngs^, « received, ki its small and.fcmtaslkr chamr 
beni> the^rand mij^tary. household ef : Mf^piolew^ 
MM well. as iBerthier, asid aU the i^sfc of M^f^X9r 
■tintie. Btranapiirle, indeed»itbem4i«plfty^^l?Pjikt 
tgenefomty; he distributed comi(ki)a]U^gi^ 
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iome {Md»aiit8 of theetmrons^'who, having lost 
Cit%ty ^Ajiig; iMid Mlicited Ae yetief itf his bmhU 
ficetrae.'- - • i . i, *• - , iui 

Utfcertaiaty TtltttiVe to tiiex't^tepfi wbtcfk h4 
ou^t to take, rendered him very- uonsuaiy"; His 
conduct, the next day, bespoict anirreioHitioci^in 
^€teiBg with his dmracter. BuoiidpafteiiM^e Ifitit- 
SM^^fiiai&ted wi& tiie ro»dnrhich:lead«'iiito*Bc^ 
hetnia Ob that «ide. He ^nmld haveidtDiicr T^irH'^if 
he hfltd iMde some of his et^srsions xu^^mm- 
bibckr during the armistice, iu thaidimcitott.^ ifite 
could not be coiivitioed' of llie oAsitadlesoi^hidi 
oppose the entrant of an arm^ into^iBohfismitt ; 
he could not bear to hear of diflB^olti diieum. 
stances,' of insarmountablor impediments; and 
from the map, by if^hich he oftfen regulated -his 
opeHBition^; h^ could not leaiti All the; difficulties 
arising fpdm> local circumslsanicM,: or aecideiftal 
oecurrtiMes, suc^ As raiai Sfc. ' f ' v/^^ 

To retrace' his steps was not tconsBrteu^mih 
his character; and^ doiibtless^heflattei^dihinEundf, 
that at last he should be ahleto ttcoompiidh^an^- 
eonMn'itito Bohemia, ^All r^nohstraiices <Wauld 
te^ebeeii usidess; peihaps, some bad bemiim- 
sttceessfuUy • made. On the 1 0th, when ev'ery one 
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wa» iu expectation concerning the measurealie 
wmk^ adofxt, and cm which eode he would turn, 
he took the road which leads to Breitenau, and 
U> tjhe Geyerohterg; thnt isi^to say, the lower 
foaA to Toapiitz. .He had, iiiHked» a tolerably 
Qooaideirable corps, the strength of whichi-canr 
oat enumerate. These it]x>o|>& ;pttiisued ;lh^ 
iAa):ch» traVec^ing barren mountouis fandraban* 
dooed vUl^ea. Jteeormoksances wmit made ^ oil 
the ^)ght ta;wards Altenhetg, and od^t^ left to- 
lii^d^ Peterswalde. When Napoleon had ar- 
nVf^ neai: Kattelberg, which 1^ had remarked 
f«Am Dresden as a very distinct frontier po^t, 
heieicclaimedi in aitone.of satisfadtiott^^^' There 
i^ .our mountam." He immediately .sent intt^U^ 
geii42;e to the Kipg of Saxony, that the:/eneAiy.ha4 
h^n :rep^l«ed into B^ohemia. In thd pean time^ 
bp.eroptesyed great ciroumspeclion IniaLU^his i»kea- 
sures, His ordinary foiieisigbt wbb changed into 
fi^tmi^bmmt, when, -^n his arrival sA the first 
vfUag0i&ti tly^.frenti^i ;<»Ued ^ifaor^daif, i^e mh 
itteoee YdU^y of .the Boheniiaii ^tcEpn^isy, m felti 
^r him, pceaentedf itself io his view. /iFmm the 
fm^i on which he wa$i,''hf t^ad ia^cla^vviewjaf 
Ibe 9i^iitd^«/awl the.ileigiA>ourfaiKMl c^itheiplMe 
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where \mgenetBl had been^d^ifeated. in'the oppo- 
sitevftUeyy betw€ieHGtdm*andT(Bplitz» uj^jUMfd 
a powerful army, drawn ^up in two ^Unee } attd 
from the airy summit of MiHes-ciiaiier/tlie Ugkwt 
of theM mountsdois, udse a column of^amoki^ 
the Bigml of the arrival of the Gaida. (Betwrna 
the French army and that of 'the AdiiM, wag the 
steep declivity of Geyersberg, covemd with 
wood, a$ were the surrounding moantain^ to^tht 
right and left. The boldest -leader would htffe 
rushed on' destruction in this gulf. On Hi^ 
road the Russians and Prussians had broken 
down many waggons and pieces of artUlety^ 
thus the way became still more dangerous, for^ 
single broken wheel would have artested tbe 
march of a whole army. Napoleon abandoned 
his plan with the greatest regret ; he observed 
for a long time the position of the cfnemy, and 
the noble environs of Tceplitz. He ordered *Qei- 
lieral Drouot to aKght and advance, in order to 
examine the road: but he presently returned; 
with the vexatious report, *' that it wiis quite iitfi 
practicable. 

-If JJJapd^eon had really wished to enter mw 
Bohemia, he should have proceeded by- way of 
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ing tbJTQUgh. Maxienabergt and^ Sej^utif n^rg^JHft 
thU direction waa .iacoDv^eot, ^c%ui|^lq)||KF 
and farther diatant from Dresden. AU,,tjb^:i^^| 
^itermediate ways had became impjt^i ff j 6g d>^»i 
owing to the continual rain, which fell during^l))^ 
retreat of the AUies. v^t?.M< 

Napoleon returned from the poipttwher^jhe 
had, made hia observations, with; aymi^too^, ^ 
trouble and vexation on his brow. The rgreater 
partx^ his troops, and the whole ^ of :Jb!itfh>'g|iMd; 
were obliged to face to jthe right about j ao^to^sar 
pamp in a desert country, which had Jitft J>eai 
pillaged, where, consequen^tly, no . pr^iRicm 
could be. obtained* Buonaparte expeineap«dli e 
l^^usand difficulties in all his dispositionaj^ibf 
at first, wished to stop at Ebersdorf, ftfteryiiiurd* 
at Fursjbenwalde ; at last W retired Cor Breiteneut 
In that poor, and nearly ruined, village^i heimth 
difficulty found a lodging; the cucati^'fi jhoiist 
^as obliged to be cleaned before it could^aocdm* 
modajte Napoleon and Qerthief . fTbet itcoopa mm^ 
in want of « food; they were obliged <ta. lie, ^ during 
the cold nightp of autuma, <m tbeidaanpugroMd 
of the mountains. There w^ia no forage for the 
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hofses/^^ tillages on the frontier werfe entirely 
deitrojred, iiid atf'liie houses, which vrtte ndt 
built''6f ' stoac/^werepuMd to pieces for ftiel, 
te Mpfify the fires ' of the biwnac ; the ' whole 
neigfabotiifiood displayed ttaces of the horrors of 
wan- -.i. '■ • . .^ ' ' 

Such was the fate of this wretched country, as 
well-ag of Peterswalde and all the surrounding 
neigiiboiirhood along the frontier, which had been , 
alternately laid wastie by the French and Russians. 
The'ground, which had been ten times turned over, 
was again dug up in search of a few potatoes ; and 
tbose who were not hicky enough to find any, had 
tkoother consolation than the hope of better fortune. 
The ill humour created by this perfect reverse! of 
paradise was increased at head-quarters through 
iBb mare circumstantial report, brought by an ad- 
jutant of Marshal Ney, who had been ah eye^ 
«ritiiei^ of that geiieral's defeat ; but confidence 
wasp^tiU placed in the genius of Napoleon. 
« lie having experienced the impossibility of 
puiettalangHnto Bohemia by way of Fiirstenwalde, 
let ^Hit'^ from Breitenau, and passing through 
OiriM, afift^^on the 11th in the morning oni the 
maon TOad^^owafds Hollendorf, by a parallel and 
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somewhat difficult way. A numerous body of 
the enemy's cavalry waited for him between that 
village and Peterswalde. Overpowered by the su* 
perior n umber of the troops which advanced, it could 
not avoid a disadvantageous combat, and Colonel 
Blucher, the son of the marshal, having exposed 
himself with the boldest intrepidity to the attack 
of the French, was wounded and taken prisoner 
by the Polish lancers in the neighbourhood of 
Peterswalde. 

Napoleon took advantage of this circumstance 
to boast of a triumph in the French bulletins, 
with a stress the more disgusting, inasmudi as 
the affected display of success, but ill iaccorded 
with the misfortunes which were continually suc- 
ceeding each other. 

Buonaparte addressed but few words to the 
colonel, for he was in great haste, and redouMed 
his efforts to gain the hill of NoUendorf ; but he 
reached it very late, the forest in his way had 
required precautioimry measures. The thunder 
of the cannon resounded in the valley towards 
Culm and Aussig ; and the corps, under command 
of General Lobau, halted on the hill of NoHendorf 
to occupy that important pass. Buonaparte niust 
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really have supposed the enemy who stopped him 
on the frontier much stronger than he really waa, 
for while marching with such oonsideroblQ 
masses the light troops alone opposed his pro** 
gress. At night he lodged in the parsonage^ 
house at Peterswalde; the inhabitants of tha 
village had fled. 

Satis^ed with having once^ more taken possear 
sion of the Bohemian defile^^ Napoleon employ-r 
ed the two following days in retumiii^ to Pimai 
where he directed the construction of apalisadoed 
Ute de pont, and a fresh distribution of the young 
guard in the neighbourhood. The circle of hia 
operations had been greatly aarrowed. He waa 
obliged to wait in expectation of the place where 
he might be attacked, ijtfltcwtain on what point 
his pf esence wouM be first required. The anny 
which had been directed towiwds Berlin had 
been repulsed as far ^ the Elbe. Marshal Mao^ 
donald could no longer maintain himself between 
Bautzen and GoBrlitz;and the enemy had made 
serious menaces towards Saxony, into which 
he had penetrated, passing beyond Sebastians- 
berg. 

Buonaparte himself was not less disturbed at 
X s 
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Dresden ; Count Lobau was attacked on the 14th, 
and driven back to the rear of Giesshiibel. Na- 
poleon went the next day to his assistance : he 
set off at seven in the morning, and came to 
Mugeln on the Pima road where he received 
various reports. He reprimanded a general of 
the guard in the severest manner, giving as it 
were vent to the vexation which rankled in his 
bosom. The soldiers, wounded on the day before, 
poured in upon his way ; within a short time I 
saw about 4 or 600 who were hastening to Dres- 
den. Buonaparte, passing through Pima, repair- 
ed to Langen-Hennersdorf, there to direct thq 
march of a column, which by cross ways w^s 
to come through Markersbach to HoUendorf^ 
while Count Ix)bau advanced in the same .direc- 
tion through Giesshubel ; his superior force en- 
abled him to attain his end, but the eneniy 'alsa 
succeeded in his plan of harassing him, of takiqg[ 
advantage of the weakness of Lobau, and en-, 
ervating the numerous reinforcements led by Na-, 
poleon in person, by drawing them into a ruined, 
and exhausted country. Lobau was able to. pe- 
i^^trate as far as the mountain ofNollendorf : ^the. 
Allies had doubtless diminished their strength 
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on that side after they had executed their 
plan. 

On the 16th of September, Buonaparte in person 
went through Peterswalde to NoUendorf ; but the 
hazy weather and fog which enveloped the valley 
hindered him from perceiving what was passing in 
it. He therefore resolved to make a strong recon- 
noissance, or, if possible, a serious attack the next 
morning. He repaired early in the morning to the 
chapel of NoUendorf ; after having considered the 
environs for some moments, although the weather 
was almost as unfavourable as it had been the day 
before, he caused some battalions to descend along 
the road, while others extended themselves in the 
woods by its side. The Russian light infantry 
still occupied all the wood bordering upon the high 
road, which inclined slopingly ; a brisk fire of 
musketry ensued, sustained by the artillery posted 
"on the hills covered with wood ; the engagement 
began ; the troops continually increased ; the road 
was disputed for some time with the French ; at 
last, several brigades, followed by the artillery and^ 
cavalry of the guard, reached the plain which ex- 
tends itself towards Culm. Napoleon himself 
advanced to the first village, Doelnitz, situated on 
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the declivity of the bill. The atmosphere had be- 
come a little clearer; nevertheless the force of the 
iUlies could not be suflSciently distinguished. The 
chapel of Culm was enveloped in mists, which one 
might have supposed to be raised by the guardian 
genius of Bohemia, who stood a frowning sentinel 
to guard the pass-key of his kingdom. 

After a short pause, at the time when the French 
perceived the obstinacy of the resistance to di- 
minish, and Buonaparte was expecting news 
from his advanced guard, a dreadful cannonade 
opened from several quarters, as if the enemy had 
been then first discovered : from the sameheights» 
whence death and destruction had been hurled oh 
Vandamme's corps, a shower of shot and shells 
was now poured on the rash men who had dared 
to appear a second time on the soil of Bohemia. 
Although the greater part of the French army 
was still out of cannon-shot, the random balls 
fired from the heights, covered with wood, and 
masked by the fog, had a very sufficient effect? 
the noise resounded wonderfully in the valley, and 
the echo, which repeated itself four times, pro- 
longed the rolling thunder of the artillery. Na- 
][>oleon was then informed that a strong column 
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of the enemy approached the village of Kniemtz, 
which was in his rear. 

The plan of the Allies was similar to their first ; 
they wished to cut off his retreat over NoUenberg. 
This was the manoeuvre employed against Van« 
damme. Napoleon quickly re-ascended the height, 
while his troops endeavoured to contend in the 
valley ; a division, which had remained in reserve 
upon the mountain, was directed to occupy, 
with a sufficient force, the village of Knienits, 
upon the left flank, through which the shortest 
road to Aussig passes. The French took possei^- 
sion of it, and arrived before Cuhn. Their loss 
would have been stiU more considerable, if the 
heavens had not taken a part in the engagement. 
A pouring rain, about five o'clock, put an end to 
it. The atmosphere was obscured; the enemy 
oould not be distinguished. T^e flashes of Uie 
guns, which fired at random, "were still gleaming 
through the veil of darkness. The rain, although 
less violent, lasted to an advanced period of the 
night. Napoleon apprehended some diversion on 
his left flank, upon ground which was also un£it- 
vourable to him. His first intention was to pass 
the night in the chapel of NoUendorf. But afi those 
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quarters Tinere. dismal and incommodious/ and as 
allbisy household was still m the miserable' viUago 
of PMepswalde» he r^olved, though very laAejr to^ 
return thither. The night was passed . in tolerable^ 
tranquilUty ; I imagine that the French, alarmed 
by the ill success of their enterprise, look)advteM 
tage of the darkness to gain the summit of'ithe 
mioontain; for the next day they again ocoupiod 
the little village of Dcelnitz/sJbuated at the foot i of 
a mountain on the Bohemian side. <• t rr 

There oan be no doubt but this afiair cost masy 
lives» the enemy not having shewn the ^upefiorityi 
of his force till the Fr^ch had adready descended 
into the vaUey ; but nothing certain could be leamt 
on thiit'head. Napoleon regarded the business 
as a mere reconnmssance. In the ev^ng, towands, 
liie end of the battle, he sent word to the King of 
Saxony that the grand army of the Allies waft 
pasted near Tceplitz. 

In the meantime, in order to gain more particu* 
her v^ofrmation, he advanced once more, on the 
18th, towards the same point of the mountain ttf 
Ifeiteridorf,'attd repaired on horseback to KniecStz. 
Hiis vilkgey amd the nelghbburing wcod,'*!^!*© 
but weakly oceupkd> or rather weve £lted)<oiiI$t 
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with .Frenoh stragglers^ wlio were pluBdering« 
WJi^avNapoieen canne to the outlet of this wood, 
he eocouatered, at a short distance, a troop of the 
enemy s cavalry, coming from Schebritz and Zug^ 
ibanteL He immediately turned his hotse, foj? 
the attack soon became more serious* 

The inconsiderate levity of the French baud 
caii3ed\them to neglect to occupy that point.at an 
earlier period, and tkere was hardly time to bring 
up the necessary pieces to keep the enemies' batte^ 
ries in check. As long as Napoleon remained there, 
the French maintained possession of Knienitz, 
and tiie cAatest was confined to a somef^hat feerbte^ 
cannonade. The Allies again withdrew. 
-' Napoleon repaired to one of the principal end* 
n^ces, as. much to make his dispositions, as to 
observe the force of the enemy. By means of the 
telescope he descried two armies; and the obser^ 
vation escaped from him, of which I have already 
spoken, that the enemy would take two days in 
jffiaking the necessary ajrrangements for a comibined 
attack. 

.. Buonaparte resigned the command to Coojat 
fceb«u, aad/returned to Pirna, convinced that hi» 
eshausted^aiwy was not strong eaough;ta mainr 



S14r CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

tain itself in such a dangerous country; at all 
events, it was too late to undertake an incursion 
into Bohemia* The hope of beating the enemy in 
detail vanished daily; where Napoleon had su- 
perior force the contest was avoided ; and when 
head could be made against him, nature and art 
mutually combined for the ruin of the French. If 
Napoleon could even have succeeded in penetrating 
upon one poiAt, it could only have been by ex- 
posing himself on others. Had he attamed his end 
<m this occasion, he would, nevertheless, have 
been constrAined to retrace his steps. For, when 
he was at Pima; he was informed that tHe Prince 
Royal of Sweden had proceeded to the left bank 
of the Elbe, in the neighbourhood of Dessau. 
This news appeared to caiise some constematiim. 
Buonaparte laboured incessantly ; he issued all the 
orders for the useless fortification of Sonnenstein, 
wiience the hospital of lunatics had been trans- 
ported into the church of the town. He caused 
the banks of the Wesnitz, which falls into the 
Elbe below Pirna, to be minutely examined. A 
dismal silence reigned at the French head- 
quarters. The greater part of the army wa^ ha- 
rassed by useless marches and countermarches; 
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a painful expectation continually prevailed. The 
blinds of Napoleon's cabinet remained drawti» as 
was the case during all emergent business. The 
Emperor felt reluctance to return to Dresden, 
but he had no alternative. He arrived there on 
the 21st. 

One more excursion (and it was the last,) took 
place on the following day, probably to repulse 
Field*Marshal Blucher, who had penetrated be- 
yond Bautzen. Buonaparte got into his carriage 
about noon, went as far as Fischbach, passed 
some battalions of the 2d corps d^armle in review, 
distributed some decorations (of the legion of 
honour,) and restored, with the accustomed so- 
lemnity, the eagle to the 49th regiment; he 
afterwards mounted his horse, and ascended 
Capellenberg near Schmiedefeld. The FVench 
had once more occupied Hartha. The Russians, 
posted by the «ide of the'villages, upon the heights, 
and behind thein, were attacked by the columns 
which advanced upon the road, and retired through 
Goldbach, which was in flames. Napoleon, con- 
stant to his predilection for artillery, caused hi& 
twelve-pounders to play upon the small body of 
the rear^guard. Prince Poniatowski was i*i the 
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neigbboarhood with his corps, whifch fexl^hdfetf to- 
wards Hohenstein, and the Allies retired 6n tfi4 
approach of night beyond Bischofswerda. ' NA^d- 
leon halted during this affair near his- gUatd fiti, 
which the cold of the season hdd rcndeifed Vei^ 
necessary, and went to pass the night at 'Hartha, 
one of those miserable places the situation 6f Which 
alone was an inducement for establishing the hcfiitf- 
quarters there. This time Napoleon was f6116weil 
only by a part of his guards, and it appears tfiat 
he did not feel himself strong enough to tiilt a 
battle. 

He actually passed all the morning of the 23d 
at Hartha, vacillating between the measures he 
had to take, and deciding on none ; at last, abbut 
four o'clock in the afternoon, he hastily procefeded 
towards Neustadt, whence a fire of musketry wafe 
heard to proceed. General Neuperg had 'b6en 
attacked byLauriston, and withdrew iiito''Boliemia 
with his Austrians and Russians. Sbme trdops ap-' 
peared on the heights of Toeplitz; so little cbiil(5ftie 
line of the French advanced posts be^descried, thiat 
Mrh6n Napoleon himself came out of the wood, he 
was doubtful whether it were not the enemy posted 
in that situation. But, having more nearly exa- 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 317 

^^9^d. the matter, he .wag informed that it was 
(^^n^^ral. Rochambeau's division, which had ad- 
y^^^d in p^^3mt.of the Anstrians to that point. 
TriSinquillized by each insignificant progress, he 
9eat a m^sage to Dresden in this style, ** We 
" are ^at Bautzen," (this was untrue, because a 
smart action took place on the afternoon of the 
same day, near Roth Nauslitz.) *' The enemy 
'f retreats into Bohemia, by way of Neustadt and 
" the other road ;— he is going to the devil !" 

One would have sometimes thought that Napo- 
leon, accustomed to victory, abandoned himself 
tQ illusions of his own creation ; and wished* to 
inspire his partizans with the same courage and 
^p^fidence, by representing insignificant circum- 
stances to them as results of the highest import'- 
anc.e. . 

Buonaparte again passed the night at HaJrtba > 
tl^e fcJlowing day there was a storm, accompa^i!e4 
with dreadful peals of thunder. This was ane^&y 
^raprdinary phenomenon at such a season, ^^ 
Y^ith the cold which had been just experienced, i 

The intention of Napoleon could not, at.tl^i^ 
ipioment, be pre^i^ely determined. Did hj^i^/^iBj^ 
to con^ne himself merely toi reconnoitring^ i Ig 
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make a feint, or attack Field-Marshal filucher ? 
At half-past one, the Duke of T^rentund sent word 
that the whole allied army, in considerable force, 
was ranged in order of battle near Surka; that 
General Sacken, who was advancing on the great 
road of, Kamentz, had afterwards turned off to>- 
wards Pohla ; that general was then posted near 
the convent of Marienstern, and Field^Marshal 
Bluchernear Baubsen, The march of the latter 
seriously threatened the French mrrny on its flank. ' 
I have no doubt but considerable loss might have 
been occasioned him ; nevertheless, a mere de^ 
moastration was made. Napoleon mouixted his 
horse, and proceeded towards Bi^chofswerda. He 
bad the appearance of expecting an attack ; but 
that not taking place, and he Qot thinking fit to 
become himself the assailant, as the night w^ 
approaching, also quitted that point, carried off 
with him a great part of his troopf , a^d came i)9 
Dresden in the course of the same pight. 1^ 
sequel proved that, by that retreat, iwd^ ii^ 4 
moment of ill-humour, he ho^ renouoffed tb^ pro^ 
vinces beyond the Elbe. 

Napoleon would have wilUogly cleajredbis we>y 
on one side or other, when he was stiU in that 
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position ; but it may be observed by the course of 
the events which have been detailed, that all his 
movements depended on those of the Allies. He 
would have, doubtless, attacked the Crown Prince 
of Sweden in person, upon the Lower Elbe, if his 
absence would not have abandoned IXresden to the 
mercy of the armies of Schwartzenberg or Blucher. 
He therefore remained for some time confined 
to that point, until driven back by a firesh opera- 
tion of the Allies, which could not have been bet* 
ter conceived and executed. 

The eastern part of Saxony had been delivered 
irom the French by means of the attack, with 
which the Allies had (to use the expression) tor* 
tured them. A similar attack, prudently com- 
bined and executed on their flank and rear, 
necessarily determined them to quit the country 
and draw near the Rhine, no point being tenable 
betweai the Elbe and the French frontier. The 
grand army, under the orders of the Prince of 
Schwartzenberg, coming from Bohemia, put itself 
in motion towards the road leading to Saxony, 
through Sebastienberg ; while the army of Blu- 
cher, marching rapidly along the right bank of the 
Elbe^ fell by the i^ortest way upon the rear of the 
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French army. This plan, maturely conceived, 
will always make a distinguished figure in the 
annals of the art of war. Napoleon, experienced 
as he was in that art, must have been surprised 
that the numerous armies of his enemies were di- 
rected and supported with so much ability and 
confidence. * 

He was watching at Dresden the manoBU\Tes 
of his opponents, hoping always to discover some 
weak place and to take advantage of it. He 
sometimes occupied himself with the bu^ess of 
his cabinet, sometimes with the fortifications of 
Dresden, which he had extended and improved; 
so that the days elapsed in weariness and care, 
while the inhabitants of the city, who dreaded the 
horrors of a siege, were overpowered with grief 
and anxiety. 

Towards the middle of September, the King of 
Naples had covered the environs of Grossenhain 
with a corpa d'armie of moderate strength. The 
French cavalry sustained several reverses in the 
neighbourhood of Muhlberg and Liebenwerda; 
it had been repulsed beyond the canal of Elster- 
werde, and dislodged from Ortrand, in .such a 
manner that Blucher was enabled to begin hi* 
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grand marcb from Kamentz towards Witt^ii!)6r|, 
. witkout the' smallest • difficulty. Before' this ' oc- 
currence. Napoleon ' had abandoned ttief right 
bank of the ^lbe;.for, on the 2eth and 27th of 
September^ the corps of the King of Naples passed 
OT«Pto the left bank, near Meissen, having' first 
completed the demonstration in the direction of 
Bischofswerda. The inhuman orders given by 
'Buonaparte to the commandants of that corps were 
not executed, at least, by the greater part of the 
generals, who thought better than himself. Accord- 
ing to tliese directions, all the cattle snould have 
been cJarried off, the woods burnt, the fruit-trees, 
•aiwi'every thing besides which could aiETord sus- 
^i^naticie, destroyed ; so that the part of Saxony 
sittiated on the right bank of the Elbe would have 
become a frightful desert. Almost every thing 
\iad been consigned to total destruction ; and the 
inarch of the Allies, who were rapidly advancing, 
afohe prevented the French, who still occupied the 
environs of liresden, from completing the ruin 
oi eastern Saxony. T^apoleon was then ap- 
prized of trie march of Blucher, the certainty of 
WHich 'became the signal to him of an enterprise 
which he thought to execute on the left bank of 

VOL. I. Y 
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the E^he. , If the Saale had aflforded, any t^p^ble 
point, he would have wiUiagly taken advantage of 
it a«,anew line of defence, b^t he had no time to 
thinliL of it. When Blucher had retire^ from his 
fronts the most pressing nece^ity was thf^t. of op- 
posing a competent force to the gran4 axmy of 
Schwartzenberg, which, was advancing. 

The Kin|[ of Naples enjoyied the particular 
confidence of Napoleon ; he was, therefore, cpn- 
stjrained to take the command of the army posted 
at Erzgebirg, near Chemnitz andOederj^ ^^ At 
tibat time the cavalry of the French. gu^r,dhad 
beea worsted in several affairs with generals 
Thielmann and Lichtenstein. 
. Napoleon.could ^tay up longer at Presden. He 
had been suffered to remain in.that city^ in order 
that the net in which he had been enclosed might 
be drawn closer about him, Nevertheless, his cpn- 
fideucein areturn of fortune prevejited hirn from 
abandoning the line of the Elbe ; a single battle 
gained would have restored him to it^ atid he would 
still have possessed the important poin,^? pfn^it- 
tenberg, Torgau, and Dresden. He resolved, there- 
fore, to gain search of the enemy, and to bea^^th^ir 
armies, one after the other, with the elite of -his 
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troops, although thfey tinere enfeebled, by losses 
in the Md, disease, ^nd desertion. Tyro carps 
d'arifHky of ^8 or 30,000 men, were leftbeiiind 
for the defencfe of Dresden, under the ordets of 
Marshal Gouvion Saint Cyr, and the general of 
di vKibn, Count Lobau *. 

The prospects of this unfortunate city became 
every 3ay more gloomy; a new appcehension at- 
tended the expectation of a siege; it was con- 

4 

ceived that the Kingwoufd adhere to the schemes of 
him who had, till then, been his constant protector; 
and who, unfortunately, had shewn as miich per- 
sefv^ialice* in maintaining himself in the country; 
In a word, it was feared that he would follow 
Napolfebn. A great portion of his subjects, who 
h4d b6ett' oppressed by the disorders of the 
I^rencl^, groaned under the systeni of policy 
Which the King had been forded to swlopt bj^ im- 
perious circumstances ; foi^ every impaitial persdi 

-} ,i>.-' .ii... i..r, \\ , . — . ■ : ■ . If . ,M , s , .. , :. . ^ , . , : , ^ . .., , _ 

.'•.Iwdeyenci^tly of those troops in a fighting condition, of 
which, however, about a third had arrived in a state of totaf ex- 
fehitioif, '^tt tfiit ilrtddy about 12. or .15,000 xmi^ i^.tiie 
h9flg^^alpy;<H*'^i^9^ff^^^ different jeatabU^ for, in spite 

of the molality among the soldiers, the number which quitted 
'rrVesdfen,'by tt^ taq^Atulatioh of l!^^ W4» ;«r6to 30 to 

Y 9 
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perceive4> that thi^ Prioce, losing overwhelmed, 
bad no liberty oC choice, aud tb^t the will of 
]^4W>af>arte suppressed every attempt to deliver 
himself from the yoke. Indeed, while the greater 
part, oi the country was covered with French 
troops, (who, when they are on the retreat, act 
hostilely> and riecognise no law dictated by hu- 
manity,) the King* was restrained by cogent consi- 
derations, such as the fear of endangering^ the 
wreck of our fortunes. His Majesty was igno- 
rant of the extent of our misery, and the horrors 
which surrounded us ; or, probably, he considered 
them a$ the inseparable consequences of war. 
Perhaps Napoleon cherished in him the illusion, 
that the first yictory would remove the enemy 
from Saxony, and would restore the country and 
its sovereign to security. 

How.could he dare oppose that pow^ful man^ 
whom united Europe had not yet been able to 
subdue. What dreadful vengeance would Napo- 
leoA have wrecked on his desertion ! The nation, 
overwhelmed with the weight of her misfortunes, 
had lost a portion of her energy ; so manv losses, 
experienced cby the inhabitants, had produced a 
kind of insensibility. The return of hope, the 
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voice of a respected Sovereign, alone could re*ani- 
mate their courage ; but the King could not explain 
. himself while he was in the power bf Buonaparte, 
and while the latter endeavoured to persuade him, 
that affairs were still in a gdod state, that he 
would deliver Saxony, and that he was still ricli 
in resources. 

Led by these assurances, and inevitable mis- 
fortujie, the unfi>rtunate Monarch followed Na* 
poleon to Leipsic ; perhaps, the intention of the 
latter was to give his marshals an opportunity of 
acting more at liberty, and to spare the fornier 
the sight of the destruction, with which his be- 
lovjBd native city was threatened. In short, Buo- 
naparte, or Fate, commanded, and the Royal 
victim obeyed. 

His departure was kept as secret as possible, 
in order not to afflict the people, or, perhaps, to 
avoid giving occasion to any commotion. Some' 
travelling carriages were prepared on tl^e pre- 
ceding day, scarcely any mention of this cir<^ 
cumstance was made at the castle. I am con- 
vinced that the King himself was uncertain of 
the day of his departure ; far firbin suffering his 
pergonal interest to direct his steps, this pious 
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4nonarch thought he ought to obey ftie will of 
Prpvidetice, of whom Buonaparte was but an in- 
strument, made up of good and* evil *. ' ' 

On the evening of the 6th of October, Buona- 
parte again caused his desire to be intimated to 
the King, that he should not set oftt before six 
o'clock, the time fixed by himself for quitting 
' Dresden. Thi^ most important business delayed 
the departure of Napoleon firom that city^ and 
from those very same apartments where^ during 
the summer of 1812, he had labourdd'^dn the most 
gigantic plans against Russia. 

He had been occupied all night in his cabinet. 
He sent an officer to the King of Naples, who was 
posted in the neighbourhood of Oederan, to in- 
struct him to repair to Leipsic, by way of Roch- 
litz ; he sent for the Governor of Dresden, and two 
marshals ; in short, he laboured incessantly till 
the morning of the 7th of October. He once 
more took a bath, and set off after six o'cliock ; in 
a few minutes he was followed by the King of 
Saxony. itV 

* Madame de Stael Holstein says, in her work up6n Ger- 
rnsny, writtenr in 1808 amd.lSlO, speaking of the Genaaa 
people in general, that " their respect for power arises more from 
its resemblance to destiny, than from any interested motive." 
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All the French troops had passed over to the 
left bank of the Elbe ; they occupied only the 
nearest environs of Dresden, and Meissen, where 
the bridge of boats above the town was defended 
by a tSte de poni. The light troops of the Allies 
made incursions along. the bank of the Elbe, in 
every place where it was not protected, Buona- 
parte was therefore obliged to go by way of 
Wilsdruf ; nothing but necessity could have deter- 
mined an army on itg| march to take such difficult 
roads. During his short stay at Meissen, Napo- 
leon once more passed over the bridge of boats, 
without imagining that, by that farewell visit, he 
bade an eternal adieu to the eastern part of 
Saxony, so long the victim of calamity : he then 
hastened to begin his march, still uncertain whi- 
ther he should direct his «teps. Nevertheless, he 
then perhaps conceived the scheme of rushing 
with the rapidity of lightning, towards the Mulde, 
in order to encotinter Field-Marshal Blucher, who 
had passed the Elbe near Wartenbourg, between 
Presch and Wittenberg, He at length established 
his head-quarters at the castle of Seerhausen; 
the King of Saxony had stopped at Meissen, and 
was following Buonaparte by easy joumies on the 
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ordinary road to Leipsic. The King was esqojirted 
by a strong detachment of the imperial guard, 
who shared that duty with a battalion of grena- 
diers belonging to the Saxon guard. 
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NOTES. 



It has been the intention of the author of the Campaign 
in 1813, to exhibit Buonaparte with impartiality ; conse- 
quently, his work has a twofold object. In the first place, to 
draw a portrait of Buonaparte, whom he has endeavoured to 
characterize by a minute detail of numerous circumstances 
of his public and private life ; secondly, to enumerate the 
military events. 

If Baron Odeleben have done full justice to the talents and 
activity of this Chief, he has not, at the same time, neglected 
to shew how useless and hurtful those talents were rendered 
by the operation of his passions. He has pointed out his 
measureless ambition, — his obstinacy. 

There is always something disgusting in the exercise of 
severity, with* respect to a living character, fallen from the 
very summit of grandeur, to the depth of abasement, what- 
ever right of accusation may exist against him. Cotempo- 
raries, who have trembled at his power, cannot, consistently, 
load him with reproaches. Such conduct always assumes 
the appearance of striking a fallen man, and justice herself 
wears the appearance of revenge. 
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The sentimeDt^ therefore, which has induced the author 
to speak of Buonaparte with moderation only, does honour 
to the character of an historian. But he appears to us not to 
have sufficiently foreseen thejudgmeqt which posterity will 
pass upon a man, who, having had in his hands the happi- 
ness of his country and of Europe, has plunged them in an 
abyss of calamity. Avoiding at once abuse and declamation, 
it is nevertheless impossible to be blind to the evils which 
he has occasioned, and not to attribute them to an ambition 
devoid of pity, and a levity which sported with every thing 
most sacred in the world. 

Vain would be the endeavour to exculpate him by repre- 
senting him as impelled by necessity to sustain a dreadful 
contest with the enemies of the French Revolution, and the 
ambition of a rival power. History will say that that neces- 
sity was oftener with him a pretext, than a real motive ; and 
that he saw in the struggle an excellent mean of devoting 
himself to all the schemes of a boundless ambition. His- 
tory will not acknowledge the necessity of overturning 
Europe^ in order to secure the independence of France; 
she will say that, at the period of the treaties of Luneville 
and Amiens, the moderation of the French Government 
might have disarmed Europe, and secured to France advan- 
tageous alliances. The boundaries which France had 
gained by conquest, should have been observed, and Europe 
should h^,\e been convinced that no desire existed of e:^tefid- 
ing theii;i farther. . Whs^t necessity was there, in fact, for 
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siinexing Piedmont and Lombairdy to France? If treaties 
had* deprived Austria and Sardinia. of those provinces, they 
Aould have been united undisr an independent government, 
in alliance with France. The amicable relations of l^'rance 
with Spain, Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, arid the minor Ger- 
man states, might have been re-established and fixed. Franfce, 
by evidently renouncing all spirit of conquest, would doubt- 
less have ensured the esteem of those powers which stood in 
need of her support. She ptobably might have tranquillized 
England herself. France might also certainly have con- 
tracted an useful alliance with Russia, who, on seeing her 
re-enter into her boundaries, and. confine herself to them, 
would have had no farther cause of quarrel with her. No- 
thing would have remained for her vigilance, but the resent- 
ment of Austria, if that' power should stillhave aspired to 
recover her Belgian and Milanese territories. If new ene- 
mies had presented themselves, allies would not haVe been 
wanting, and France, wisdy governed, rendered happy, de- 
fended by armies ^tcuBtomed to conquest, by a^ warlikb 
people, more than ever attached 'to their country, would 
doubtless have been strong enough t<> repulse any new ng* 
gression. 

The pretended netesdhy of propagating the revolution in 
all other parts, in order to maintain its consequences in 
France, was therefore ' but a cloak for the ambhidn of the 
French leader. As if history did not continually present us ■ 
with inststnces of alliance between states governed bydilffeN 
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eut principlesy-*as if she did not instroct us, that ^fae-cdm* 
munity of interests, and not the conformity of fpoiiemments, 
unite nations. It would have, therefore, been sufficient to 
prove to the states disposed to enter into alliance with us, 
that they no longer should be alarmed by a system of conver- 
sion, or a mania of conquest, both, equally menacing. The. 
assumed necessity of converting every state, in order to have, 
nothing more to apprehend, supposed a right of invadiv^ all 
nations. This was the principle of the Romans, of Maho- 
met, of the Arabs, of the Ottomans; it is the political wea-' 
pon of all turbulent warriors, who wish to extend their, s,w.ay 
universally,, and who, whatever their power, always xonpeive 
it too confined. 

§ouQd. policy^ which has no other aim than the bappiness^ 
and independence of nations, does not recognise tim necessity 
ofcriipes. I^uch necessity exists but for the policy qf pas- 
sicms. The true motive. of the leader of the French mvfl^^ 
was the boiiudless ^ove of glory. He aspired to surpass aU 
preceding conquerors smd illustrious potentate^... H(^ fished 
to eclipse their reputation, and believed ' hiiiise]|f icaUp(| ,to 
settle imd command .the:World. . . ^^irv^ 

- He desired still more ; in his ungot/iemable wtAmM^bt 
tfaonghtiio obstacle of any considecatifflfi^^be'.preMidodilo 
ei^eeute^ iaa nK>nth, sehemesyithe^aocicHnplishmeRl ofii^jbseh 
required > yeaara* Whatever hispanegjiBsts may sApafbjtof 
heis'certanly.TOpisnsible for tlMi dreadfulvisi^stientaileA by 
his anlution, pride, aadnmpatienc^:' bi^toryjatid^poito^ 
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will justly lay them to his charge, and will bear testimony to 
hiaeaLtraordinary talents, only to find him more cnlpable. 

They will see no good excuse for his refusal of peace at 
Dresden. France still would have enjoyed her boundaries 
of the Alps, the Rhine, the Meuse, and the Pyrenees. The 
Confederation of the Rhine was suffered to subsist. It only 
remamed to renounce the usurpation of Spain, Holland, 
Italy, and the Hanseatic towns. 

Would not the French Empire still have been sufficiently 
extensive and powerful r Two years of peace and good go- 
vernment would have sufficed to restore France, and place 
her in a state to resist any attack, and to make her enemies 
repent it. The disasters occasioned by the refusal of peace 
at Dresden, recoil, then, with all their weight, upon him, 
whose pride would not make any concession. 

As for the German account df the military events of 18 13, 
it often stands in need of being rectified ; impartial justice 
with respect to ns, was too difficult a task for a foreigner. 

It has been impossible for us to follow Baron Odeleben, 
step by step, to remove every inaccuracy, and supply all 
his omissions. But, by help of the documeota with which we 
have been fiivoured, we have been able to re-eatablish some 
fadsy (be 'misrepresentation of which, hadd>^ tendenoy^to 
cempromise thehcnKKir of the French, of wfaick' w^< ought 
1^ 8t this time, io^ishew otirselves more jealoutibaii ever> 

A French r officer .'ts ^whom we have •cammuatcftted our 
ti^ttdationhas filridshedus with thefoliowiipg rediark^ and 
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ad we believe that our readers will peruse them with interest, 
we insert them among the Notes which are subjoined. 



The War with Russia, &c. Vol. I. page 3. 

Baron Odeleben believes that Buonaparte^ by making war 
with Russia, wished only to constrain her to facilitate the 
conquest of the Indies. This report was certainly spread in 
France. At the period of the expedition, I have, myself, 
travelled with military men who believed it. 

The author of the last history of the Russian campaign 
appears to think, that the war wais the work of the Russian 
cabinet itself, impatient to shake off the yoke of the treaty 
of Tilsit, and the continental system. 

Others have pretended that the leader of the French, hav- 
ing no other power but Russia to fear upon the continent of 
Europe, determined to attack her, in order to get rid of her 
rivalship by banishing her to Asia. 

The project of an invasion of India,« through the Russian 
domiliions, is so extravagant, that, notwithstanding the te- 
merity of the French leader, it will always be di£ScuIt to 
believe that it may be seriously attributed to him. 

The necessity Russia had for commerce with England, 
determined her sovereign to renew his relations with that 
power. The cabinet of St. Peterstlurgh, doubtless, could not 
bear, without impatience, the dispossession of the Duke of 
Oldenburg, and the occupation of Prussia' by the French 
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troopv. But perhaps a serious rupture would noihave so- 
perrened if the sovere^ of the Freuch had not sought an 
opp<»rtuiiity which he thought favourable for annihilating the 
Russian power. 

His presence indirect the troops with enthusiasm, &c. Page 49. 

One is astonished at the silence preserved by the historian 
with respect to the 6th corps, cbmmanded by Marshal 
tike Duke of Ragusa, and composed for the greater part 
of the old bombadiers of the marine artillery. These troops 
behaved in the engagement with so much courage, took such 
a decisive part in it, that it becomes our duty to supply the 
extraordinary omission of Baron Odeleben. This corps 
formed into several square battalions in echellon on the right 
of Kaia, in an immense plain, and attacked by 40,000 cai- 
vairy, sustained seven charges throughput, and constantly 
formed for itself a rampart with the carcases of the enemy* 
If one or two of these battalions were broken, it was only 
by means of the light artillery unmasked by the Russian and 
Prussisin squadrons when they came up with the French. 
These attacks lasted more than two hours, and the heroic 
resistance of these veteran troops alone prevented the enemy 
from breaking the line, and gave time for the artillery of the 
young guard to come up to the same point. It should be 
added, that this artillery was almost wholly served by those 
cannoneers belonging to the marine. 

VOL. 1. Z 
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The JB^$mt^ carmd. Bi$€Aqfi^ FaSBiSife 

Baron Odeleben neither consulted thefi>dlril^<m''<^^i8^ 
chofswerda, nor that of the array, when he wrote this page. 
The Russians had no occasion to take this town by assault. 
It was (Placed on the road which they took in their refrfcat. 
CMimanded by high bills on all sides^ it could serte lis' IeUi 
antrenchment to neither part;. The French adiraticed-igMMl 
airivied at the heights^ before Bischofiiwerda, afod tbeitoetti)f% 
renr^uard, which disputed the ground inch by iiMh/had 
placed ito ai^Iery on the opposite heighta. Th€^ WWamm 
at the bottom of the ravme. It was burnt through tbii 1h^ 
of the enemy's howitzers upon the soldiers of the 22d light 
infantry, who advanced as tirailleurs upon this insignificant 
town. The enemy's tiriffleurs defended tfaeutidelved^A^^ at 
fivery comer bf the streets, in the midst'of flte'fla'nttei^; HM- 
ing from all quarters, and of the afiHghted inhaftnftlahtiy, Vl'bb 
•ought to save some remnant of their goods. Th^ FV^ifh 
had no interest in burning towns; every considers^tion, on 
the contrary, prompted them to spare them. The Rus- 
misii artillei^ ftinst therefore be blamed} if, in Ms than 
one'iBioitiing the town became a heap of smoliiig ruins, 
AH that Odeleben s«yi9' upon that head is thfeffeftJ^e 
a liiMiei <if -errors^ and Gaulincourt could -not, a^ he stlp- 
|>osiWi hftv^t convinced Btiottapatte that this caWtaity ^As 
Xh^ etihct of lite bad <6sci]^iiie and excei^ses iSf th^ 'PHuitik 
army, as lie was not preseift at thataffmr of bcitpbstb, ktfd 
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thelffsreftt oA^et toulA inpfovt ^ttdi an ifliputfttibtf 1^ A^ 
t^timony of bia owa eyes. -- '"^ 

They abandoned it, &c. Page 93. 

TW town of Baiitzea was carried at two o'clock in tbd 
s^fteraovwii and the principal height of the field of battle; 
H}»^h •commanded the plain in front of Banexen,,. and cmi 
wbieh.*tbe ^liolory depended, was won hy die diviaioo of 
Ii0uV0aant*iGeDi9raL Bonnet, who had some four pind eighl^ 
pi^ndera to oppose* the heavy artiUery.witb which Ibe UU 
«»^bri6tM>- 

*•• • I « ' 

The aiemy preserved the greatest composure* Page 98. 

1. . . ) ' ^' . 

i. ^1^p^ Od^kiben c«»aot be ignorant that the alHed amj 
^^^. syp^i^rin number, and tliat its fonmdahU. position 
gH^yp it^^jljlivkd xnore fiurce than it actually possessed in jroint 

Considering all these important circumstances. Page 283. 

.^^^^yer has th# 3iu^n historian sbew^a .gi^fff fm- 
ti^lity than iu ^e relation of a battle which jeQeats.the 
.l^igh^^^t^onoufT/oiQi the F#'eqcb. soldiers. Two faundml thoAi- 
s^nd of the AUies^ protected by the finest unUtaiy ppHli^iWy 
^yir^re.fepulse4 by ^^fiOQ pf our wacriocs ; the intrencb«C(P|s 
p,f,jPt|p|dei^wer^.OJ^ly tr^qed outy-andth^re wrcre so.ftw ptfr- 
,i¥qps^f}^d,thfiPi tl^t.oQ thi»,^tb Uie enemy's columns 
entered the city exclaiming ** Victory/' and shouting with all 

Zt 
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tbnrtBigbl^ '^.to Pwis^i to Pan»r At ^^ hmAndsp^^tt 
from the fr^t square^ the columpa 'fncountbrad Ae^frstL*} 
platoon of the old guards commg up m lui6te fvom Silena;!! 
thb wa»like die appaaraoce of Medusa's head> In an i&^:i 
stiiat 'tbe eneiay^s battalions mete ^arowa oBe> upon^'tbci*} 
other^ and the space of ground betweao ibe suburb <and< that !i 
foot of 'the hilb was covered .with tbodead. The ^mdbmbt^ ' 
of the gr«at garden was carried b^ two reginetita. of tfaeii 
young guanly which were then^ for the first ttm^^ nitder/1 
fire. The officers. placed thismselves at the head oSthm^o&m»i^ ^ 
panies, and themselves mounted fbst upon the parap0t/»Th^ ' ^ 
debui of these joong conscripts was a glorious alction; The"' 
guard supported the contest almost siagly in thiU: first^eti^u 
gagement. The corps .of the Oufce of Ragusa^ was. not) '^ 
aUe^to^nter die line tilhthe ^Tth^ about oiidp. 'm; at '^eii' 
moment when die advanced posts were upon the neams^t' 
hills. The French tfoops bivouacked at the foot of 'those >^ 
he^htSy which they ardently desired to carry the fottowing* 
day ; but the King of Naples had, by a bold manos^uvre, . 
tumued these foaauHtable poaitions, and the Alties resamed^ 
onitbeSSih, -in the morning, die high road tOvBohemiav ' 
During, the four following days, the French drove 4iem '• 
^om hill to biU, as far as the d^&lea of Teeplitz. At evtfcry' 
step.psisoiiers were made. The Austriaos yielded in wholes \ 
bodies ; the number taken has beeu estimated at tS,000i'> 
They were taken in the woods and vilfeges. They cheer^ 
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fviif^ibkem »way their arms, asking at tbe sa«e time 
foifhremi, <aiid texelaimkig^ Fivat! Vivaif Not so die 
Russialir^ ^ew of -wlion were ti^en prisoners. As soon as 
tbeie perdeived^thej had no resource left, they crouched at 
th^lfoot'of'some treeor hiUoGk, covering their faces with 
dieir haads^ and seemed to awak the fatal blow. They were 
overwfacimed with, surprise, when they found diemselves 
treated with mfldness and commiseration. It was not 
Kkist's ability which lost us the fruits of this batde. If 
Vandamme had remained in the position in which he was 
ordered to pass tbe night, if be had not lefl an interval of 
twoilfeagueK between the corps which flanked him, by ad- 
vancing .thus much farlher during theday, he would neither 
havergiven Gemeral Kieist die idea of cutting him off, nor 
the Allied* Sovereigns the means of beating .llimr^**still the 
enemy did not know how to make use of this advantage. 
Not* ai single soldier e# Vandamm^'s corps shouM have es- 
capedy giurrottflNled by the whcrfe army of the confederates, 
and havingibut from 25 to 90,000 men, he defended himself 
wob ffasCiintrepidity. I am ignorant of Napoleon's plan. 
I d0Bat:attemptto divine it ; but whatever Baron Odeleben 
may say, whater er promise Napoleon might have made to 
the King of Saxony^ I think the htter had every thing to 
gain by the war being transferred into Bohemia, a new ter- 
ritory. I am weU assured that, but for the error of Yan- 
daomio, the ; defiles ofiTosplitz would luive been assaulted 
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on the foUowiog day; tbnl we should kayeiiOurieda^iD, 
as we had all the diffei-ent hills and paasiss «ttacli^d fiqapc 
days before ; and that, in the fixst week of .Semf$o[iber,.id)e 
walls of Prague would have been in our power, l^re 
were troops enough left in Saxonyi and the different for- 
tresses, to amuse Blucher and Bernadotte ; and Marshals 
Ney and Macdonald yvere not so beaten as to be inca- 
pable of taking a signal revenge. 

He shook the general by the ears. Page 72. 

This perhaps would have been more properly expressed 
by ^^ he shook the general by the ear,** This was a habi- 
tual mode with Napoleon of expressing his satisfaction, 
perhaps also his displeasure. When Buonaparte was in- 
formed by Captain Batty, of the marines, on board the 
Northumberland, that he had served against him at Acre, 
he seized the captain by the ear, and exclaimed in a jocular 
tone, " Ah, you rogue, you rogue, were you there r" On 
his passage from Elba to Frejus, he jested with his old 
grenadiers, pulled their ears and their whiskers, and inspired 
them by his conversation. Wardm's Letters from the 
Northumberland, Fleury de Chaboulan. — ^Tr. 

Afterwards he advanced, crouching^ &c. Page 272. 

The Editor supposes that the import of this passage is, 
that he was leaning forward on his horse, in the act of pro- 



FRENCH EDITOR. ^ 

ceeding at a foil gallop^ and would have so rendered it^ but 
that it is just before stated Napoleon had alighted. He 
suspects that the words, *' he mounted/* have been omitted 
in the original. — Ta. 
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